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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


) | wave lately met with a workin 


octavo, Which contains “ An Histori- 
cal Account of the Incorporated So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gos- 
nel in Foreign Parts, to the year 
1728.” Its author is David Hum- 
phreys, D. D. Secretary to the Hon- 
ourable Society ; and the date it bears 
is!730. The Charter by which the 
Society was incorporated is dated 
lath June, 1701 ; and among the 
nmes, 94 in number, which are 
specified in the instrument itself as 
brming the nucleus of the Society, 
find those of the Archbishops of 
Canturbury and York; the Bishops 
of London, Worcester, Ely, Roches- 
te, Gloucester, Chichester, Chester, 
Ruth and Wells, and Bangor; Dr. 
Sherlock, then DeanofSt.Paul’s; Dr. 
Beveridge, afterwards Bishop of St. 
Asaph ; and various other dignitaries 
and clergy men of the church, besides 
many noblemen and gentlemen of 
distinction. The Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York, the Bishops of 
London and Ely, the Lord Almoner, 
the Dean of Westminster, the Dean 
ofSt. Paul’s, the Archdeacon of Lon. 
don, and the two Regius and two 
Margaret Professors of Divinity in 
bik the Universities, for the time 
bong, belong also of right to this 
Corporation. 

Tbe object of the Society is thus 
stated inthe Charter :— 

“Whereas, we are credibly in- 
brmed, that in many of our planta- 
llons, colonies, and factories, beyond 
the seas, belonging to our kingdom 
fEngland, the provision for ‘minis- 
‘ls is very mean, and many others 
Christ. Observ. No. 172. 


of our said plantations, colonies, and 
factories, are wholly destitute and 
unprovided of a maintenance for 
ministers, and the public worship of 
God; and for lack of support and 
maintenance for such, many of our 
loving subjects do want the adminis- 
tration of God’s word and sacraments, 
and seem to be abandoned to atheism 
and infidelity ; and also for want of 
learned and orthodox ministers to in- 
struct our said loving subjects in the 
principles of true religion, divers 
Romish priests and Jesuits are the 
more encouraged to pervert and 
draw over our said loving subjects to 
popish superstition and idolatry : 

‘And whereas, we think it our 
duty, as much as in us lies, to pro- 
mote the glory of God by the instruc. 
tion of qur people in the Christian 
religion ; and that it will be highly 
conducive for accomplishing those 
ends, that a sufficient maintenance 
be provided for an orthodox clergy 
to live amongst them, and that such 
other provision be made as may be 
necessary for the propagation of the 
Gospel in those parts: 


«“ And whereas, we have been well 
assured, that if we would be gracious- 
ly pleased to erect and settle a cor- 
poration fur the receiving, managing 
and disposing of the charity of our 
loving subjects, divers persons would 
be induced to extend their charity to 
the uses and purposes aforesaid : 

“ Know ye therefore, &c.”’ 

It is not my intention at present 
to enter into any regular account of 
the Society’s Jabours during its early 
years., They appear, however, to 
have been abundant and eminently 
2 5 


202 


useful. Ishall confine myself tothe 
mention of one or two circumstances 
in the conduct of the institution 
which may furnish a salutary lesson 
and a fit example to ourselves 
After the members of the Society 
had selected their first missionaries 
with great care, they gave them di- 
rections adapted for their proper de- 
meanour in the colonies, and for their 
general conduct 1) performing the 
duties of their functions. The So- 
ciety, we are told, particularly in- 
structed them, “ That they should 
take a special care togive no offence 
to the civil government, by inter- 
meddling in affairs not relating to 
their own calling and function: that 
they should also endeavour to con- 
vince and reclaim those who dissent 
from, or oppose them, with a spirit 
of meekness and gentleness only. 
“The Society advise their mis- 
sionaries not to decline any fair op- 
portunity of preaching to any num- 
ber of people as may be occasionally 
met together from remote and dis- 
tant parts, though it may not be on 
a Sunday or holyday : that the chief 
subjects of their sermons should be 
the fundamental doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, and the duties of a sober, 
righteous, and godly life, as_ re- 
sulting from such doctrines: that 
they should carefully instruct the 
‘people concerning the nature and 
use of the sacraments of baptism and 
the Lord’s supper, as being the pe- 
guliar institutions of Christ, pledges 
of communion with him, and means 
instituted of deriving grace from 
him: that they should duly consider 
the qualifications*® of such grown 
persons to whom they shall adminis- 
ter baptism, as also of those whom 
they admit to the Lord’s supper, ac- 


* The Society, contrary to the views en- 
tertained by some modern divines, appears 
to have considered the qualifications of per- 
sons to be baptized as of some importance ; 
as a thing not to be overlooked in estimating, 
the effects of the sacrament of baptism. 
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cording to the directions of the 
rubrick in our liturgy : that they 
take a special care to lay a gooq 
foundation for all their other minis. 
trations, by catechizing those under 
their care, whether children or other 
ignorant persons, and explain the 
catechism to themin the most fayyj. 
liar manner: that they should be 
diligent to shew to heathens and jp. 
fidels, the necessity ofa revelation, 
and the truth of the Christian, cop. 
tained in the Holy Scriptures. Lag. 
ly, the Society direct their mission- 
aries to visit frequently their parish. 
ioners ; and if their parishes are of 
a large extent, that they should, at 
convenient opportunities, officiate in 
different parts of them, that so all 
the inhabitants, by turns, might more 
commodiously partake of their min- 
istrations. 

“ These are the instructions more 
peculiarly relating to their parochial 
care. With regard to the corpora- 
tion, the missionaries are required to 
keep a constant correspondence with 
the Society by their secretary ; and 
to send over, every six months, ap 
account of the state of their respec. 
tive parishes; that so the corpora 
tion may, from time to time, see the 
progress they make in the good 
work ; and if any difficulues should 
arise, consider how they may apply 
proper remedies.”’ 

But the most remarkable particu- 
lar in the early economy of this So 
ciety, was its appointment of itin- 
erant preachers sent forth to awaken 
the people to a sense of religion asa 
necessary preparation for a settled 
ministry. The account given by Dr. 
Humphreys is as follows :-— 

“ But here it must be observed 
to the reader, that the Society, be 
fore they proceeded to appoint 
missionaries to particular places; 
resolved to send a travelling mis 
sionary or preacher, who should 
travel over, and preach in the st 
veral governments on the continent 
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of the British America; by which 
means they hoped they should awaken 
the people into a sense of the duties 
of religion. For this purpose, they 
sent the Reverend Mr. George 
Keith, who had formerly resided in 
Pennsylvania, an itinerant missionary 
through the continent of the British 
North America, with an allowance 
of 2001. a year. He set sail from 
England on the 24th of April, in 
1702, and arrived at Boston in New- 


¥ England, on the 1ithof June follow- 


ing. He performed his mission in 
two years, and returned to England, 
and published a full account of his 
labours there, of which I shall give 
the reader here a very short sum. 
mary. 

“He travelled over, and preached 
inallthe governments and dominions 
belonging to the Crown of England, 
betwixt North Carolina and Piscata- 
way river in New England inclusive- 
ly, being ten-distinct governments ; 
and extending in length above 800 
niles During the whole time of 
his mission, he was very assiduous : 
he preached commonly twice of Sun- 
days, besides on week-days, and the 
sermons were properly adapted to 
the hearers, before whom they were 
delivered. He had generally good 
success where he preached: the 
people, in many places, were well- 
disposed for receiving of the Gospel, 
and seemed to hear the word with 
great reverence, humility, and zeal: 
they joined with him devoutly in the 
liturgy, and all public prayers, and 
the administration of the sacrament, 
and earnestly desired him to present 
lieir request to the Society, to have 
Ministers sentamong them. But he 
Was especially successful in his 
preaching, and private and public 
conferences, in several places in 
Pennsylvania,the two Jerseys,Oyster- 
bey in Long-Island, and at New- 
York, where he laboured most, and 
continued the longest time. In the 
‘wo first of these places, a great 
mmber of separatist Quakers or 
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Keithians, who had separated from 
the body of Quakefs in the years 
1691 and 1692, had quite relinquish- 
ed Quaker principles, and joined 
themselves to the Church-of-England 
members at Philadelphia; where 
the Reverend Mr. Evans, who had 
been sent thither ky the Bishop of 
London, had now a very numerous 
congregation. These people, when 
they saw Mr. Keith, who had been 
the chief instrument and occasion of 
their forsaking the Quaker errors, 
coming again among them, and in 
the character of a minister of the 
Church of England, they expressed 
great joy and satisfaction to hear 
him preach what tended to their far- 
ther confirmation in the Christian 
faith, Mr. Evans, the minister of 
Philadelphia, acquainted him he had 
baptized above 500 men, women, and 
children, Quakers, in Pennsylvania 
and West Jersey. And Mr. Keith, 
during his continuance in thase parts, 
together with the Reverend Mr. Yal- 
bot, who accompanied him as his as- 
sociate in his labours, baptized at 
least 200 in Pennsylvania, and West 
and East Jersey, New-York, and in 
some places on Long-Island, espe- 
cially Oyster-bay. 

“ The Rev. Mr. John Talbot hap- 
pened to be chaplain to the ship, the 
Centurion, in which Mr. Keith went 
over to America, together with Go- 
vernor Dudley and Colonel Morris ; 
and being very much affected with 
the good undertaking which Mr. 
Keith was engaged to carry on, he 
offered to go with him as his assoe. 
ciate in his travels, and was accept- 
ed. Several persons of worth trans- 
mitted to the Society a fuir character 
of him, upon which he was supported 
with a salary; and Mr. Keith ac- 
quainted the Society, that he was 
very useful to him in his labours, 
very diligent and very zealous in dis- 
charging all the ministerial duties.” 

“Mr. Keith,” we are afterwards 
told, ‘laboured much among the 
Quakers; went to their meetings, 
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and offered, with all manner of good 
friendship, to speak there in ten 
several places.” 

Frequent allusions are made in the 
course of the history to the benefits 
produced by this itinerant mission. 
At several places the clergymen 
ascribe the favourable reception they 
met with among the people ‘to the 
industrious preaching of the Society’s 
itinerant missionaries, the Rev. Mr. 
Keith and the Rev. Mr. Talbot, who 
had prepared the people very much 
by their labours.” Encouraged by 
the success of this first attempt, the 
Society afterwards, in 1707, sent 
forth, as itinerant missionaries, the 
Rev. Mr. Adams and Mr. Gordon, 
who appear also to have done con- 
siderable good. 

_ Various reflections naturally arise 
in the mind while it contemplates 
these past efforts of the Society, and 
considers the necessity which exists 
in Ireland, and in our colonies, for 
similar exertions in the present day. 
The state of Ireland seems to resem- 
ble, in many respects, the descrip- 
tion given, in the Charter of this So- 
ciety, of the British plantations in 
North America, at the commence- 
ment of the last century. And why 
should not similar means be reserted 
to for the benefit of Ireland? Can 
no Keith or Talbot be found among 
us, animated with Christian zeal, and 
sifted with holy eloquence, to go 
forth to plead their Master’s cause in 
that kingdom, and to prepare his 
way ? And then as it respects our 
colonies, filled as they almost all are 
with absolute heathens, ought not the 
present rulers of our church to be 
stirred up, by what their forefathers 
have done, to tread in their steps, 
and to endeavour to carry the light 
of Christian truth into those regions 
of darkness—those habitations of 
cruelty? But this opens a wide field 
of remark, on which I cannot now 
enter. But should you favourably 
receive this Communication, I may 
shortly resume the subject. 

lam, &e. S. 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Tue following comment on Rom, ; 
l1—7, is the work of an excellent 
man, now removed to a better worlq 
whose productions have often de. 
lighted and instructed your readers, 
Though engaged in the conduct of 
very large worldly concerns, and §j. 
ling an important situation in public 
life, he found time for the devout 
study of his Bible, and for the carefy| 
instruction of his family and servants, 


in the word and will of God. The | 


following peper appears to be one of 
a series of expository remarks in. 
tended for their improvement and his 
own in Divine knowledge. My af. 
fection for the revered author may 
bias my judgment ; but it appears to 
me to merit a place in your miscel- 
lany, as a specimen of that just and 
solid method of interpreting Scripture 
which may be advantageously con- 
trasted with the baneful and extrava- 
gant modes of interpretation adopted 
by some modern religionists, and of 
which a striking illustration has 
lately appeared in your work. (No. 
for January last, p. 1.) Submitting 
the propriety of its insertion to your 


better judgment, | remain, &c. 
M. 


ON ROM. ‘ —F 


St. Paul in this passage declarés 
his apostleship, and describes the 
general character of his mission ; and 
he then bestows upon the infant 
church at Rome his usual kind of 
benediction, ‘Grace be to you, and 
peace from God our Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.”’ 

In order fully to understand the 
meaning both of these introductory 
verses, and of many other parts of the 
Epistle, it may be expedient, in the 
first place, briefly to advert to the 
circumstances in which the whole 
church of God at this time stood, and 
to the leading objects which were 
likely to occupy the mind of the 
Apostle. 

The church had, until a very " 
cent period, been altogether Jewis! 
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To the Jews, and to them alone, had 
been committed the Divine Oracles ; 
and, however worldly they might be, 
they were not insensible of the hon- 
our to which, as the people of God, 
they were exalted. They hada gene- 
val persuasion that Messiah would 
come, and they anticipated still fur- 
ther honour from his advent. They 
had, however, no just ideas of his 
character, and there was no spirit- 
yality in their religion. 

The general object of the Apostle 
was the cure of these evils, and the 
introduction of the new Christian 
fith among the Gentiles, as well as 
among the Jews. This larger de- 
sign was Combined with the more 
immediate purpose of enlightening, 
confirming, and edifying the particu- 
lar and local church to which he was 
addressing himself. 

Inthe furtherance of these ends, 
the Jews would obviously be repre- 
sented as doing well in acknowledg- 
ing Whatever truth they professed, 
and as bound by consistency to ad- 
vance from Judaism to Christianity, 
inwhich it would be affirmed that 
God always intended the old dispen- 
sation to terminate. The heathens 
would, at the same time, be instruct- 
ed in Christianity in a manner which 
would be consistent with the honour 
of Judaism, and by the use ofa phra- 
seology derived in a great measure 
from the Jewish rites and the Jewish 
worship. To doth, therefore, it would 
be affirmed, that Jesus was the per- 
son of whom the ancient Prophets 
had foretold; to doth, that miracies 
had been performed in attestation of 
this Divine mission. To both the 
purity of the new doctrine would be 
exhibited. A savour of piety would 
be diffused over the very facts and 
arguments advanced. All that had 
been carnal in the old economy, 
would be described as become spirit- 
ual; all that had been local, as being 
how rendered general;—Jews and 
Gentile believers would be repre- 
‘ented as one body in Christ, faith 
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being the means of entrance equally 
to doth. ‘Thus the ancient honours 
of Judaism would be maintained, the 
new and universal church being 
founded on the Prophets as well as 
on the Apostles, Jesus Christ him- 
self being the chief corner-stone.”’ 

Let us now proceed to a particular 
consideration of the verses which 
have been read. 

+ Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an Apostle, separated 
unto the Gospel of God.”—lIn this 
verse, Paul declares himseif to be 
both a Servant and an Aposue. Judas 
was an apostle, Dut not a servant ; 
and if once there was even an apostle 
who was disobedient, there may also 
be ministers who, not being servants, 
may preach to ‘others, and after all 
be cast away. St. Paul often rested 
much of his exhortation on the proof 
which he had given of fidelity to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. “Be ye follow- 
ers of me, as I also am of Christ”—~ 
‘For ye have fully known my doc- 
trine, manner of life.’ It is there- 
fore in conformity with his language 
at other times that he here assumes, 
in the opening of his Episile, the title 
of a Servant of Christ. As an 
Apostle, he derived his authority 
from God; as a Servant, he gave 
proof of the practical effects of the 
doctrine which he taught, and be- 
came an example to the believers. 
‘He was separated,’’ he says, “unto 
the Gospel of God.” The Jews 
were separated from the surrounding 
Heathen. The Levites were sepa. 
rated from the Jews; and all the 
Apostles and Ministers of Jesus 
Christ ought, in some degree, to be 
separated both from the profane 
world and even from the general 
body of Christians. All the follow- 
ers of Cirist indeed, being in an evil 
world, must in some sense of the 
term, be separatists. The ministers 
of Christ should be large in their 
charity, and exempt from little pre- 
judices. They should even be all 
things to all men; but they should 
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devote themselves specifically to the 
work of evangelists, and should be 
fearful of embarking too much in any 
secular affairs. They should be se- 
parated unto the Gespel of God, in 
consequence of the very turn and 
spirit of their minds, and not merely 
because law and usage may happen 
to require it. The words “ separated 
unto the Gospel of God” probabiy 
mean also that Paul was set apart dy 
the Divine frurfiose in order to be a 
bearer of the Gospel-message ; for 
the expression is not unlike to that 
which he uses in another place: 
‘“ But when it pleased God, who 
called me by his grace and sefiarated 
me from my mother’s womb, to 
reveal his Son in me, &c.’? ‘These 
last words plainly imply that God, in 
his inscrutable counsels, had, from 
the very birth, destined this Saul of 
Tarsus, this Hebrew ofthe Hebrews, 
this persecutor of the Christians, 
this most bigoted of all the Jews, to 
bear his name even unto the Gentiles. 
That this early purpose of God to 
call St. Paul into the ministry is im- 
plied in the opening of the present 
chapter, may be inferred from the 
second verse to which we shall now 
advance : *¢ Which he promised afore 
by his prophets in the Holy Scrip- 
tures.’—_These words undoubtedly 
have a strict connection only with the 
last expression of the preceding 
verse ; namely, “ the Gospel of God.” 
it was the Gospel which was pro- 
mised afore in the holy Scriptures ; 
not the separation of Paul to be a 
preacher of it. He did not Claim to 
be received as an Apostle on the 
ground of any specilic prophecy res- 
pecting himself. Nevertheless, In 
saying that the Gospel was promised 
afore in the holy Scriptures, he 
scems in some degree to intimate 
that God, in the beginning, had 
formed a great and harmonious plan 
for the redemption of man, which 
pe was to be unfolded in due time 
y the sending both of Christ and of 
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his ministers ; of which minister; 
Paul was appointed to be one, hayip 
been separated for this very PUrpose 

Proceeding in the same strain, he 
says in the third verse, “ concernip 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lor 
which was made of the seed of p,. 
vid according to the flesh.”"— Two of 
the evangelists had entered into , 
detail of genealogies, in order to 
prove that Christ was of the seed of 
David; and St. Paul here briefly af. 
firms the same fact. Thus prophecy 
was shewn to be fulfilled, and the Jew 
was taught that the true Messiah was 
come. But while we contemplate 
him as sprung from David after the 
flesh, we should not forget that he 
was also miraculously born of the 
Virgin Mary, and thus was at once 
human and divine, was David’s Lord 
as well as David’s Son. The object 
of the Apostle, in this introductory 
part of his Epistle, was to prove 
briefly and generally that in him pro- 
phecy was fulfilled, not to proclaim 
his whole character to the world. 

* And declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to the 
Spirit of holiness by the resurrection 
from the dead.”—It was by the pow- 
er of God that those various miracles 
were wrought which attested the 
Divine mission of Christ ; and it was 
by the energy of the same power that 
his resurrection was effected. Our 
religion had its first foundation in 
miracles. That Spirit which is 
called here the Spirit of Holiness, and 
in other places the Holy Spirit ; that 
same Spirit which now sanctifies and 
comforts the believer, and which 
has wrought powerfully in the hearts 
of the children of God in all ages; 
that same Spirit also which enabled 
the Prophets to prophecy of Christ, 
communicating to them at once 
both his ordinary and extraordinary 
gifts; that Spirit, various in his ope- 
rations, and therefore sometimes 
spoken of as sevenfold, being in 
each and aH of these operationg 4 
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Spirit of power, gave the grand and 
crowning proof of his power by rais- 
ing Christ from the dead. Christ 
was crucified in weakness : the weak- 
ness of his human nature thus shew- 
editself; but he was raised in power. 
By this exertion of Divine power, 
Satan was overcome ; the victory was 
obtained over death and hell ; and 
proof also was given that God can 
“raise our mortal bodies by his 
Spirit that dwelleth in us.” 

“« By whom we have received 
grace and apostleship.’’——To be an 
Apostle was considered by Paul as 
an unspeakable grace or favour. The 
cause was so glorious, the service so 
beneficial to man, the exaltation so 
far surpassing all the honour which 
the princes of this world can bestow, 
that in touching on this subject he 
seldom fails to express his sense 
of the mercy of the appointment. 
“Unto me who am less than the least 
of all saints is this grace given, 
that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ.? The expression in this 
place is similar: “ we have received 
grace and apostleship.’’ It is added, 
“for obedience to the faith.” These 
are remarkable words. There has 
been much controversy in the world 
respecting the relation in which faith 
and works stand to each other. Here 
obedience is, as it were, purposely 
confounded with faith ; as it is also 
in another place where “ the obedie 
ence of faith’? is spoken of. The 
meaning of this passage seems to be, 
that there is a certain submissive, 
obedient, attentive posture of the 
mind ; a certain disposition to re- 
ceive both the doctrines and the pre- 
septs of the Gospel ; a certain readi- 
less at once to hear, to believe, to 
confide, to submit, and to obey ; to 
pteduce which the Gospel is given, 
the Holy Spirit is imparted, and the 
posties and ministers of Christ have 
been sent forth. ‘he believer is as 


‘child, yielding himself up to the in- 
struction 
Christ, 


afforded in the school of 
Conscious both of his cor- 


Comment on Rom. i, 17. 


20% 


ruption and of his ignorance, he is 
become as ready to submitas well to 
those sublime truths which it belongs 
to God only to reveal, as to those 
precepts which it is most arduous 
to practise. The expression is here 
general; and its generality is in- 
tended to teach us that true faith is 
general, having respect to every part 
of the Revelation of God 

This obedience of faithis said tobe 
“among all nations for his name.” — 
The door of entrance into the church 
of God was now thrown open to the 
whole world. The Gospel, indeed, 
was to be proclaimed to’the Jews 
first, but also to the Gentiles ; and 
this character of it is continual- 
ly exhibited, in order both to in- 
vite the Gentile, and to remove 
the narrow prejudices of the Jew. 
The words * for his (that is, Christ’s) 
name,” have nearly the same import 
as the words “through Christ Je. 
sus ;” and expressions of this kind 
are continually introduced in the 
New Testament where faith is men- 
tioned. When the Gospel was made 
known, not faith in general, but 
Jath in Christ, became the common 
expression. ‘ The Sciptures,”’ itis 
said, ‘‘are able to make us wise unto 
salvation, through fuith which is in 
Christ Jesus.”” ‘ Abraham,” we are 
informed, ** was justified by faith,’’ 
and this faith was imputed to him 
for righteousness ; but in applying: 
the doctrine toourselves, itis added, 
that to us faith * will also be im- 
puted, if we believe on him who died 
for our sins and rose again for our 
justification.”? Rom. iv. 24. | 

‘“ Among whom are ye also the 
called of Jesus Christ.”"——The Apos. 
tle is writing to an existing church, 
though doubtless with a view to the 
benefit also of those who were not 
yet members of it. He terms them 
here **the called of Christ Jesus.” 
The Jews had been called asa nation. 
Abraham, their father, was called ’ 
out of the land cf Canaan; and both 
Abraham and the Jewish people had, 
In some sense, obeyed the call; so 
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that the word called might carry the 
signification of being both called and 
obedient to the call. It seeins to 
have this sense in the present verse. 
In some places, however, the mean- 
ing of the word is more or less re- 
stricted. Tye intention of the Apos- 
tle in this place is, doubtless, to inti- 
mate that the called of God are to 
be considered as now consisting not 
of the children of Abraham, but of 
all who in every place should ac- 
knowledge Christ as their spiritual 
Lord, and come under the obedience 
of faith. These were now ‘“ the 
chosen,” * the called,” * the faith- 
ful,” “the true children of Abra- 
ham,” “ and heirs according to the 
promise ;” “ among whom are ye 
also.” The Roman believers were a 
part of this general church. The 
individuals to whom he wrote had 
obtained an inheritance init. The 
inheritance of the Jews was limited 
to the sonsof Jews: in the privi- 
leges of their city and territory, no 
Roman Gentiles could partake. But 
men were Called intothis new inheri- 
tance from the north and the south, 
the east and the west. Inthe privi- 
leges of the new kingdom of heaven, 
the Roman centurion and the mem- 
bers of Czsar’s household might 
participate. 

“To all that be in Rome, beloved 
of Ged, called to be saints: grace to 
you, and peace from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.’,—The 
term ‘beloved of God,”’’ is intended, 
probably, at once to convey the plain 
meaning which the words imply,— 
namely, that believers were indeed 
the objects of God’s special love, 
favoured by his providence, guided 
by his Spirit, and about to be con- 
ducted to everlastiag life ; and to 
intimate thatthe Jews, who had been 
called the beloved, and were still in 
some sense beloved for their father’s 
sake, must no longer usurp that pre- 
cious title, since it was now convey- 
ed away to the new body of general 
Believers in Christ: 
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It is added, “called to be saints.” 
—This is a word which often occurs 
in the New Testament: it is much 
less frequent in the Old. The Apos- 
tles, in speaking of the privileges of 
the believers under the Gospel, con. 
tinually introduce this or some sini. 
lar term, in order to mark to all mep 
the spiritual and holy nature of the 
new church or temple of God; and 
in order, also, to excite the converts 
to cleanse themselves from all filthi. 
ness of flesh and spirit, and to excel 
in individual holiness. 

‘““ Grace to you and peace,” 
Grace means favour, favour in the 
most extended sense; and the word 
“ peace,”’ may properly be interpret. 
ed with an equal generality. The 
benediction implies a wish, not 
that their temporal prosperity may 
abound ; not that their health may 
continue, and much of the common 
enjoyments of life be theirs, which 
is the meaning of the ordinary salu. 
tations of the world ; but that God 
might abundantly favour them with 
all the rich variety of his spiritual 
blessings, affording them the pardon 
of sin, the guide of his providence, 
the gift of his Spirit, and, finally, 
everlasting life ;—that he would 
give them peace through the sense 
of these his mercies ; peace of con- 
science through the knowledge o! 
their redemption by Jesus Christ; 
peace with God, now known to be 
reir reconciled Father ; peace, also, 
with those around them ; a mindun- 
disturbed by the calamities and vicis- 
situdes of the world, since theif 
“ anchor would now be cast within 
the vail,” and their * treasure laid 
up where neither moth nor rust cat 
corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal.” 

This peace is said to be both from 
God and from the Lord Jesus Christ: 
There is an harmonious concurrence 
on the part of God and Christ in the 
work both of our salvation and sane 
tification ; and the Holy Spirit. whose 
influences are exerted for these pu" 
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oses on the human heart, is called 
equally the “ Spirit of God,” and 
«the Spirit of Christ.”” Christ ob- 
tins for us by his death the gift of 
the Spirit, who is also his Spirit; and 
God bestows on us his Spirit through 
the mediation and intercession of 
Christ. 

Such is the general meaning of 
this interesting passage. We may 
gather from it much knowledge both 
of the nature of the Gospel and of 
the feelings of the Apostle. Are 
these feelings also ours? Do our 
hearts respond when we hear of 
these subjects? Do we perceive the 
excellency of spiritual blessings ? 
Should we value an epistle written to 
us after this manner, and treating of 
the same or kindred subjects ? The 
ignorance of the meaning of such 
passages as these, in which many 
who are called Christians remain, is 
tobe ascribed chiefly to a general 
unconcern about the things of God, 
toa hardened indifference about the 
everlasting interests of their soul, 
and a consequent inattention both to 
the holy Scriptures and to the other 
means of salvation. May the Al- 
mighty give to us an ardent desire 
tobecome more intimately acquaint- 
ed with his holy Word; and may 
his Spirit enlighten our understand- 
ings, that we may understand the 
Scriptures, and become, in heart and 
life. the very saints which these 
Scriptures describe ! Amen. 
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FAMILY SERMONS. No. LX XXVIII. 


2Cor. v. 14.——For the love of Christ 
constraineth us. 


Tue word here translated “ con- 
train,” is often used in the New 
Testament, and may be understood 
‘0Mean so to possess or subdue a per- 
son as to control or carry him along 
pleasure. “ The love of Christ,” 
‘ays St. Paul, constrains me : it pos- 
‘esses an absolute dominion in my 
‘oul. God grant that such may be 
i's effect on our hearts, while I point 
Christ. Obsery. No. 172, 


Family Sermons.—No. LXXXVIII. On 2 Cor. y. 14. 


209 


out, first, some proofs ofour Saviour’s 
love to us ; and, secondly, the effects 
to which this love should constrain 
us in return. 

J. To form any suitable concep. 
tion of our Savieur’s love, it would 
be necessary to understand the num- 
ber and weight of the sorrows which 
he endured from the cradie to the 
grave—the heinousness of the crimes 
for which he has atoned—the hate- 
fulness of the pollutions which he 
washes away—the extent and obliga- 
tions of that law which he obeyed in 
life, and the penalty of which he 
bore in death—the horrors of that 
hell from which he redeems us, and 
the glories of that kingdom to which 
he exalts his true followers. For 
when,in connection with the blessings 
which he has provided for us, we 
consider the expense by which they 
were obtained, our admiration of his 
‘ove must increase. Had he pur. 
chased our pardon by a price easily 
furnished, or had he removed the 
hindrances in our way to heaven 
without much labour or suffering, 
our obligations would still have been 
great; but how infinitely greater 
when our salvation was procured at 
the expense of so much toil, and 
shame, and bitter anguish. He be- 
came poor, that we might be rich. 
To redeem us from the curse of the 
law, he endured the fulness of that 
curse. To bring us near to God, he 
submitted to be shut out from the 
light of his countenance. To obtain 
for us the assurance of God’s love, 
and the prospect of joy in his pre- 
sence for ever, he sustained the 
hidings of his Father’s face, and was 
brought down even to the dust of 
death. “ He loved us, and gave him. 
self for us. He was made a sin-of- 
fering for us, who knew no sin, that 
we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him.” This is the 
consideration which calls forth the 
eternal adoration of the redeemed in 
heaven. ‘ Unto him that loved us, 


and washed us from our sins in his 
2F 
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own blood, be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever.”’ * Thou art worthy 
——for thou wast slain, and hast re- 
deemed us to God by thy biood.” 
This is their song of mingled grati- 
tude and joy, whiie they behold in 
the midst of the throne “a Lamb as 
it had been slain,” and then reflect 
that their joys were procured by his 
sorrows, their life by his death, their 
elevation to thrones by his shame 
and degradation. 

The love of Cirist is further shewn 
by what he is now doing for us in 
heaven. There he * appears in the 
presence of God torus.” The same 
concern for our salvation which he 
felt on earth, he now feels when seat- 
ed on bis throne of glory. Thence 
he sends down the Holy Ghost to 
seul, to console, to sanctify his peo- 
ple; to fili them with more light, 
and love, and joy. until they receive 
the end of their faith, the salvation 
of their souls. ‘ He ever liveth to 
make intercession for them.” In all 
their afflictions he 1s still afflicted. 
He watches over them, guides and 
guards them, and supports them in 
all the sorrows, and toils, and perils 
of this wilderness. 

Nor willhis love and care of his 
people be confined to this world. 
They willbe displayed in supporting 
them in death, and giving them a 
triumphant entrance Into glory. “I 
go to prepare a place for you ; and 
if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and receive you 
unto myself, that where I am there 
ye may be also.” * I will that they 
also whom thou hast given me, be 
with me, that they may behold my 
glory which thou hast given ie.” 
With what expressions of love then 
will he welcome them to those man- 
sions, and introduce them to that 
glory ! And at length he will raise 
up their bodies from the grave, and 


fashion them like unto his own glori- . 


ous body, that they may become fit 
inhabitants of the heavenly world. 
On earth he manifested his love to 
his people in emptying himself of 
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his glory, in appearing in the likenes. 
of sinful flesh, and making his soy 
an offering for sin. He will display 
it through all eternity, in imparting 
to them all the blessings of his pyr. 
chase. He will lead them unto liy. 
ing fountains of water. He will wipg 
away alltears from their eyes; and 
they shall become partakers for eyer 
of his own glory and blessedness, 

IJ. Let us now consider what ef. 
fect a sense of the love of Christ 
ought to produce in our hearts. 

It ought to influence us to love 
him in return. ** We love him, be. 
cause he first loved us.’’ This love 
towards our Saviour will shew itself 
in various ways. 

1. It willlead us to delight in bim. 
—To the carnal mind there appears 
no excelfence in the Saviour of the 
world. But when, in the light of 
God’s word, the sinner beholds him 
as the great Mediator, as a propitia- 
tion for sin, as coming to seek and 
save that which was lost ; when with 
the eye of faith he contemplates 
Jesus as a Saviour exactly suited to 
his wants, and not only mighty, but 
willing, to save to the uttermost all 
that come to him, then does his heart 
swell with gratitude and joy; and 
he eagerly embraces this Friend of 
sinners as his righteousness and 
strength, his hope and _ salvation. 
Every created object loses its charm, 
when compared with his Saviour. 
With the Apostle, he counts all 
things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ his 
Lord ; whom, having not seen, he 
loves, and in whom, though he sees 
him not, yet believing, he rejoices 
with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. There are no bounds toHis 
goodness and glory, and there should 
be none to our delight in him. As 
our knowledge of Christ and himcru- 
cified advances, the more ardent and 
pure will our love to him become. 
+ Whom have I in heaven but thee; 
and what is there on earth that I de 
sire in comparison of thee ?” will 
be the language of our souls. We 
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II delight to think of him ; to read 


cause; to enter into Communion 
with him in our Closeis, In the sanc- 
(wary, and at his table ; to serve lilm 
with our whole hearts ; In every act 
of our lives to follow him fully ; and 
totake up the cross, or even to lay 
down life, when he Cails us to do so. 
It will be our grief that we do not 
love him more and serve him better. 
Our most happy hours will be those 
in which we feel his love shed abroad 
in our hearts, and in which, by the 
exercise Of a living faith, we are 
enabled to exult in the prospect of 
spending an eternity in his presence, 
and receiving the full communications 
of his ove. 

2. The love of Christ will lead us 
openly to profess our attachment to 
him.—There are many whose con. 
sciences will not permit them to deny 
Christ, or to renounce the Christian 
character and hopes, who are yet 
restrained by the fear of the world 
fom openty avowing their faith in 
him. But none who are afraid or 
ashamed to own Christ now, will be 
owned by him before his Father end 
the angels hereafter, If he be indeed 
the Captain of our salvation, we must 
rlly openly beneath his standard. 
If he be our King, we must obey 
him. Whatis bis own language ? 
“Whosoever shall confess me belore 
men, him will I also confess before 
my Father which is in heaven.” “ But 
whosoever shall be ashamed of me, 
and of my words, before this adulte- 
tous and sinful generation, of him 
also shall the Son of Man be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his 
Father, with the holy angels.’’—— 
“Him hath God exalted to be a 
Prince,” as well as a “ Saviour ;” and 
li'we hope to partake of his saving 
benefits, we must follow him as our 
Leader, and obey him as our Lord. 

3. The love of Christ will further 
tad us to make any sacrifice which 
Stequisite, in order to holding fast 
ur profession.“ We cannot serve 
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God and mammon.” We cannot be 
true to Christ, and yet be conformed 
to the opinions and practices of the 
world, If sanctified by Divine grace, 
we shall “follow the Lamb whither. 
soever he goeih;’’ to the cross, no 
less than to the crown ; through evil 
us well as good report; at the hazard 
of property, reputation, or life. All 
these will the Christian resign, rather 
than renounce Him, or be an outcast 
from his presence. ‘ Whosoever 
doth not bear his cross, and come 
after me, cannot be my disciple.” 
“if any man come to me, and hate 
not his father and mother, and wife, 
wid children; yea, and his own life 
also, he cannot be my disciple.” If 
his love to me do not exceed his 
love to them, he. has no right to be 
reckoned among my true followers. 
This love eminently appeared in the 
early ages of the Church. The first 
converts * took joyfully the spoiling 
of their goods,” when called to sacri- 
fice them for their Saviour’s sake. 
‘“ They loved not their lives unto the 
death ;*? but rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suffer for his 
Name. ‘The same mind must be in 
us which was also in them. 

4. I will mention only one other 
particular in which the love of Christ 
will powerfully operate; I mean, in 
leading us to aim at the advancement 
of his cause in the world.—It is but 
litle we can do in return to Him 
who has done and suffered so much 
for us; yet as far as we can, we shall 
be ready to sfiend and be sfent in his 
service. Feeling at what a price he 
has redeemed us, and that we are, 
therefore, no longer our own, it will 
be our constant effort to “ glorify 
him in our bodies and spirits, which 
are his.’””.» Do we possess wealth? 
We Shall cheerfully part with a por- 
tion of it te supply the wants of the 
poor, and to spread abroad the “ sa- 
vour” of Christ’s name. The same 
principle of love which constrained 
the first Christians to resign houses 
and lands, will constrain Christians 
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now, gladly to give up a share of 
their worldly substance, when the tn- 
terests of their Redeemer’s kingdom 
require it. But is not this among 
many professors a much neglected 
duty? They will talk with apparent 
feeling of Christ’s cause; they will 
pray with seeming fervour that 
the poor may be relieved, and the 
Gospel diffused ; but yet they shrink 
from the auty of contributing as they 
ought to these objects. But how 
unworthy is this of His followers 
who, “though he was rich, yet for 
our sakes became poor.’’ If we feel 
any Jove for him, can we refuse at 
his call to give up ashare of those 
earthly goods which we derive from 
his bounty, which he may recal athis 
pleasure, and which his blessing 
alone can render a source of com- 
fort? 

I would apply this subject, by 
urging on all to entertain elevated 
views of the love of “ the Great God, 
our Saviour.’’——Narrow conceptions 
of his grace may be considered as the 
chief source of unbelief in sinners, 
and of that indifference in his ser- 
vice, and distrust of his goodness, 
and discentent under his dispensa- 
tions, Which appear among his pro- 
fessed followers. When a sinner is 
first brought to serious views of his 
guilt and danger, he is disposed 
rather to stand aloof, as it were, from 
Christ. He is afraid to look to him, 
and regards himseif as too vile to be 
received by him. But such reason- 
ing arises from imperfect views of 
that love which moved the Saviour 
to submit to poverty, and reproach, 
and sorrow, and suffering, and death 
itself, to rescue our souls from des- 
truction, and to work out our salva- 
tion. Did he with his own blood 
yedeem us from the wrath to come, 
and will he leave us to sink beneath 
the weight of this wrath, with earnest 
desires after mercy on our hearts, 
and cries for mercy on our lips ? Has 
he opened a new and living way to 
the holiest of all, by suffering the vail 
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of his flesh to be rent, and will he 
shut out any who are anxious to enter 
in? The Son of God came to save 
sinners, and be will refuse salvation 
to no sinner who earnestly seeks it, 
however numerous and aggravated 
hts sins may have been. Let us aim, 
therefore, at cherishing — suitable 
thoughts of his love. Let us believe 
that he * waits to be gracious,” that 
* his biood cleanscth from all sin,”and 
that he is willing it should be applied 
to cleanse our souls. “tis a faith. 
ful saying, and worthy of all accepta. 
tion, that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners ;” aid his own 
cordial invitation to us is, “If any 
man thirst, let him come to me and 
drink ;”? and, “ whosoever cometh, | 
will in no wise Cast out ?”? 

The want of suitable views of the 
love of Christ is also the source of all 
that distrust in difficulties, and thet 
discontent under the afflictions of 
life, which frequently appear among 
persons who seem, in other respects, 
to have made considerable progress 
in religious knowledge and in the 
divine life. ‘Those who feel the pres. 
sure of poverty, who have large 
families and scanty means, are ofien 
distracted with fear and anxiety, 
When this or the other source, lrom 
which their wants may have been 
supplicd, seems to fail, they becone 
alarmed, and hastily conclude that 
they and their children must be 
reduced to yreat distress. But has 
Christ done so much for our souls, 
and will he refuse to his faithful 
servants who trust in him a lhiule 
raiment for the body, if he sees it 
needful? Does he clothe the lily 
ofthe fieid, and shall those who 
have been ransomed with his blood, 
and renewed after his image, be 
doomed to nakedness? Has he 
given us himself, even that living 
bread which came down from heavel, 
for the nourishment of our souls; 
and from all the stores of bis bout 
ty, will he not supply our bodily 
wants, during the few days bt 
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may see it right we should continue 
upon earth ? Does he feed the young 
ravens that Cry unto him, and will 
he suffer his own household to perish 
with hunger? Has he gone to pre- 
pare a place for us, an house eternal 
inthe heavens, and will he not pro- 
yide for Us a sultable habitation in 
this world? O ye of little faith, con- 
emplate the love of Jesus, and no 
longer doubt. ‘The earth is his, and 
the fuiness of it. ‘tHe will give 
grace and glory; and no good thing 
will ne witiihold from them that walk 
uprightly.” 

Again, when discouraged by the 
trials of our Christian warfare, let us 
reflect on what Christ hath suffered 
forus. While we consider him who 
endured the contradiction of sinners 
against himself, cannot we bear a 
jttie reproach or persecution for 
riguteousness’? sake? Can we feel 
discontented in poverty, when we 
behold him who for our sakes be- 
came poor ? Can we repine at neg- 
let, when we remember that * he 
came to his own, and his own receiv- 
€. il not:? and that in his extre- 
hit be was denied by one Apostle 
aid forsaken by all? Shall we mur- 
mur at bodily pain, when we think 
01 “his agony and bloody sweat, his 
cross and passion ?”’ Thus may we 
lestn submission to the evils of life 
by contemplating the more exquisite 
and complicated sufferings of our 
Lord. 

Lastly, enlarged views of our Re- 
deemer’s love will excite us to a 
holy zeal and diligence and disinter- 
evediess In his service Can we 
chetish a selfish disposition, when 
we behold him leaving the bosom of 
his Father, emptying himself of his 
glory, enduring the cross and des- 
pising the shame for us? Shall we 
he backward in ministering to the 
Wants of others when called to it by 
lim to whom we owe all we have 
aid hope for? Who would, who 
could, refuse their silver and their 
Bold and their labour, as a thank- 
ile ing te him who spared not him- 
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self when our salvation required the 
sucrifice ? Constrained by his love to 
us, ke thought nothing too dear to 
resign for our sakes; and shall not 
we, constrained by the same princi- 
ple, be- ready cheerfully to part with 
all for his sake, to endure any diffi- 
culty, to encounter any danger, to 
discharge every duty, to make any 
sacrifice of ease or interest, at his 
command? The more frequently we 
contemplate and the more fully we 
comprehend the love of a dying Sa- 
viour, the more patient shall we be- 
come in tribulation, the more fervent 
in prayer, the more ardent in every 
expression of gratitude, the more 
cheerful in every act of obedience, 
the more regardless of the empty 
honours and low pleasures of earth, 
and the more eager to partake of the 
satisfying joys, the pure and exalted 
glories of the heavenly world. God 
grant that such may be the effect on 
each of our hearts of the constraining 
influence of the love of Christ shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit! Amen. 


a oo 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


In turning over the leaves of an old 
edition of the works of Bishop Hall, 
I casually met with an epistle, © dis- 
coursing of the necessitie of bap- 
tisme, and the estate ef those which 
necessarily want it.” It is the 4th 
epistle of his 5th Decad, and is ud- 
dressed to a lady apparently under 
anxiety on account of the death of 
an unbaptized infant. ‘The follow- 
ing extracts may be useful as afford- 
ing an additional weight of testimony 
with respect to the sentiments enter- 
tained by the earlier divines of our 
church, on the important question of 
baptism. EUDZMON, 


“ Looke unto that legall sacrament 
of circumcision, which directly an- 
swers this evangelicall. Before the 
eight day, they could not be circum- 
cised : before the eight day they 
might die. If dying the seventh day, 
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they were necessarily condemned; 
either the want of a day is a sinne, 
or God sometimes condemneth not 
for sinne ; neither of them possible, 
neither according with the justice of 
the Lawgiver. Or it from this paral- 
lel, you please to looke either to rea- 
son or example, the case is Cleare. 
Reason: No man that hath faith can 
be condemned, for Christ dwells in 
our hearts by faith; and he in whom 
Christ dwells cannot be a reprobate. 
Now it is possible a man may have a 
saving faith, before bapiisme: Abra- 
ham first beleeved to justification ; 
then after received the signe of cir- 
cumcision, asa seale of the righteous- 
ness of that faith, which he had when 
he was uncircumcised : therefore 
some dying before their baptisme, 
may, yea must be saved. Neither 
was Abraham’s case singular; he 
was the father of ail them also which 
beleeve, not being circumcised ; 
these, as they are his sons in faith, 
so in righteousnesse, so in salvation; 
uncircumcision cannot hinder, when 
faith admitteth. These, following 
his steps of beleefe before the sacra- 
ment, shall doubtlesse rest in his 
bosome, without the sacrament ; 
Without it, as fatally absent, not as 
willingly neglected, It is not the 
water, but the fuith. Baptisme there- 
fore without faith cannoi save a man, 
and by faith doth save him; and 
faith without bastisme (where it can- 
not be had, not where it may be bad 
and is contemned) may save him.” 

“Examples: Cast your eyes upon 
that good theefe; good in his death, 
thourh in his life abominable: he 
was never washed in Jordan, yet is 
received into paradise: his soule was 
foule with rapines and injustice; yea, 
bloody with murders; and yet being 
scoured onely with the blood of his 
Saviour, not with water of baptisme, 
it is presented glorious to God.” 

“We must honour good meanes 
and use them; and, in their neces- 
sarie want, depend upon Him, who 
wan worke beyond, without, against, 
meanes.’’ 
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For the Christian Obse;ver, 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE MODE oy 
READING THE LITURGY OF Ty, 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


Tuoucu liturgies and forms of 
prayer, in the public worship of the 
Deity, have been used from very 
early antiquity, yet the Propriety of 
this has been doubted or Opposed by 
some men, even of piety and learning, 
To discuss this question (for much 
might be said on either side) is pot 
the design of this paper; the fol. 
lowing observations being intended 
chiefly for the consideration of those 
who approve and use the common 
prayers of our Established Church, 
And it is requesied that these per. 
sons witl candidly and impartially 
weigh what is here written, as the 
writer has nothing else in view than 
the glory of God, by recommending 
a due aid solemn performance of 
Divine worship. 

It is generally admitted by men of 
taste and judgment, that the English 
Liturgy, used in public worship, is 
elegant in composition, the language 
nervous and expressive, the senten- 
ces full and perspicuous, though con- 
cise; and the substance of the doc- 
trines contained or implied therein 
orthodox, according to the analogy 
of fuith and the fundamental princi 
pies of Christianity. If this then be 
the case, It i a reasonable inquiry 
what may be the cause why good 
effects are seldom produced by it in 
the minds of those who assemble te 
worship God; nay, that sometimes 
serious persons even retire from it 
with disgust? 

Though it may be granted that 
what is often repeated will be apt 
to lessen in its effects, and we are 
always liable to degenerate 1nl0 
formality, both in private and pvb- 
lic worship ; yet I think a grea 
cause lies in the careless and um 
feeling manner of the reader, 
the consequent inattention or ¥P* 
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ihy of the hearers. Much depends 
on the modulation of the voice in 
speaking OF reading upon any occa- 
sion; especially in reading the holy 
Scriptures, and the prayers used In 
yblic worship. ‘This should always 
ye with solemnity, but notin a draw- 
of ing manver ; for, though solemnity 





the gepands an utterance somewhat 
ery iow, yet the same proportion in 
of quantity should be observed as in 


by musical wotes, when the same tune 





ng. js played in quicker or slower time. 
ich Bul maby persons change the tone 
not of their voice in reading, so as to 
fol. differ from what they use when they 
ded speak. ‘The emphasis must be luid 
ose on the proper syllables, and also on 
non Ma certain words: but if the reader be 
ch. ignorant in this respect, or seem not 
deT« tounderstand or feel what he is read- 
ally ing, vo wonder if the hearers be un- 
the HM ecified, or mistake the meaning of a 
han Mi sentence. The wrong placing of the 
ing MM accent or emphasis may sometimes 
of Mi change the sense; and much more 

depends upon itthan many are aware 
nof Mol, The rule laid down by that ju- 
lish BiB dicious critic Quintilian, is worthy of 
} Is aieution, in every language, and in 
age Mimevery cline. ‘*Let every syllable 
ten> MMB (sith he) of every word, especially 
CON: MMB tie lost syllable, be properly, distinct- 
doc: Ml, and clearly pronounced.”’—Even 
Tell Ga wmnmon peopie know when their ear 
logy HMMs pleased, though they know not the 
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reson why, Both Cicero and Quin- 
tillun observe, that the ear is waiting 
br the close of the sentence, and 
Wnts to be gratified; and is more 
lisposed to judge of the concluding, 
thin of the intermediate numbers. 
Few persons understand the harmeny 
ii prose ; and if this be not attended 
0 by the writer, or by the reader, the 
fentiment, though good, will not 
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apt Mitave the desired effect. Our transla- 
; are Rators of the Bible, and compilers of 
into Matte Liturgy, were in general happy 
pub: Bin the harmony of their numbers 
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tnd the close of their periods ; and, 
\ Bishop Lowth’s opinion, their ver- 
ln is the best standard of the 
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English language. Yet, alas! these 
excellent writings are often read 
with such apathy, or In a manner s0 
inarticulate and precipitate, that it 
has seldom any better effect upon 
the mind than the hearing of an old 
ballad or a legendary tale. The 
Mysterious connection between the 
hearing of the ear and the sensation 
of the mind is very seldom attended 
to, and littie understood. 

There should be short pauses, 
somewhat less than that of acomma, 
in many places of our Liturgy,which 
would add to the solemnity, and also 
prepare the ear and the mind fora 
due attention to what is to follow. 
Especially, when the word God, /l- 
mixhty, Father, and other attributes 
of the Deity, are about to be uttered, 
there should be a pause, expressive 
of our reverence, and of our depend- 
ence on God for every thing. I have 
often heard the Deity addressed in 
prayer, and his name uttered in 
such a careless, unfeeling, and dis- 
gustful manner, as might with pro- 
priety be termed “taking his name 
in vain.”—IJt is sald of the great Ro- 
bert Boyle, that he never mentioned 
the name of God, even in private 
discourse, without making a percept- 
ible pause. How much more would 
this practice become those who are 
enguged in the solemn act of public 
worship; and how much would it 
add to the solemnity of that worship ! 
To be pleased, we must fee/, and we 
are pleased with feeling ; but if the 
beauty and spirit of the sentence be 
lost, through the awkwardness of the 
reader, the hearer will come away 
either disgusted or uncdified. 

Much care, indeed, is necessary, 
in training up children, when the or- 
gans of speech are pliant, to pro- 
nounce sounds distinctly and slowly ; 
for,an early bad habit is rarely, if ever, 
cured. The method in most schvols 
of permitting boys to speak or read 
too precipitately, is highly culpable ; 
but if the teachers themselves be 
ignorant, we need not wonder at te 
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consequence. Written rules, in this 
respect, will be insufficient, or of 
little use, without an example vivé 
voce; and this must be constantly 
and perseveringly kept in practice: 
there must be line upon line, precept 
upon precept, here a little, and there 
a little. To form ideas in the human 
mind is of the first and yreatest im- 
portance, vet still it is highly neces- 
sary to express these with proper 
force, and a due modulation of the 
voice. 

Besides reading the public service 
in a distinct, clear, and solemn man- 
ner, and with proper pauses and em- 
phasis in certain places, there must 
be the sfirit of prayer, in order to 
render it acceptabie to God: for, 
thougit he knows our necessities be- 
fore we ask, yet he requires that the 
petitioner should feed his wants, and 
mean what is implied in the words 
which he utters with his lips. The 
compilers of our Liturgy seene to 
have been very scnsibie of this, and 
have therefore inserted in some 
places the admonition-—* Let us 
pray ;’’—to remind us, no doubt, how 
necessary it is to keep up the spirit 
of devotion, and that we should be 
earnest and fervent in our petitions. 
When Saul of Tarsus was among his 
brethren of the Pharisees in their pub- 
lic worship, it is very probable that 
he conducted himself with as much 
propriety and decency as any of the 
sect; but vhen, on his way to Da- 
mascus, he was convinced of the real 
state he was in, and felt his wants, it 
was said of him—* Behold he pray- 
eth:’’—-he was then earnest, fervent, 
importunate, until his request was 
granted. 

Much attention should be paid to 
the matter contained in the Psalms, 
when they are reading; for though 
they were written by David and 
others at different times, and upon 
different occasions, as the writers 
were variously circumstanced, yet 
every person will find in them some 
sentiments either of consolation or 
direction, in almost every circum- 
stance and trial which occurs from 
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day to day. Indeed, they are divinely 
appropriated to every age, Condition 
and circumstance of life. The per. 
secuted and afflicted Christian Ma 
here find support, when in the fur. 
nace, and alsu be excited to exalieg 
strains of gratitude and love, after 4 
deliverance out of the fire. It ig re. 
lated of the great Baron Montesquieu, 
that, on his death-bed, he prayed for 
another year of life, only to read over 
the Psalms of David. 

To enter into the sentiment or 
doctrine contained in the collects, 
would extend this paper beyond its 
intended length. They should not 
only be uttered with solemnity and 
expressed with fervency in public; 
but studied minutely, and with self. 
application in private. They are 
very concise, yet contain much that 
is clearly expressive of the igno. 
rance, weakness, and dependence of 
the creature. They also hold out 
encouragement by exhibiting the 
readiness of the Creator to relieve 
our wants, and grant our various re. 
quests, through the alone merits or 
atoning sacrifice offered up by his 
Son, which is the only remedy for 
that universal moral disease diffused 
through the whole of the human race, 

If the import of the following sen- 
tences were truly felt in the mind of 
the speaker, what a powerful effect 
would they be likely to have upon 
the hearer !-—“ Almighty and most 
merciful Father—that despiseth not 
the sighing of a contrite heart-—we 
humbly beseech thee, mercifully to 
look upon our infirmities :—Let thy 
continual pity cleanse and defend thy 
Church : forasmuch as without thee 
we are not able to please thee, 
mercifully grant, that thy Holy Sp 
rit may, in all things, direct and rule 
our hearts :—Because the frailty of 
man without thee cannot but fall; 
keep us ever by thy help from all 
things hurtful, and lead us to al 
things profitable to our salvation:= 
O God, our refuge and strength 
the author of all godliness; % 
ready, we beseech thee, to hear the 
devout prayers of thy Church; # 
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crant that those things which we ask 
Githfullys we may obtain effectually; 
through Jesus: Christ our Lord.”— 
But to transcribe more Is unneces- 
sary: 

The collects, indeed, contain the 
yim and substance of the Christian 
religion, as held forth in the Bible ; 
ad this expressed in language al- 
most as concise as the Latin itself. 
If, then, this be a true representation 
of the matter, and yet no good effect 
arise from the use of these prayers, 
let the blame rest at the door of 
those where it ought to be laid ; who 
destroy the good impressions which 
the liturgy 1s so eminently calculat- 
ed to produce, by their irreverent or 
yuintelligent method of reading it. 

A late writer,* speaking of the old 
English language, and lamenting 
that it is nearly banished and lost, 
concludes thus :— 


“But still her chief, her chosen seat, 
And which will be her last retreat, 

Is in the sacred house of prayer ; 

And angels listen to her there.” 


But, however noble and energetic 
be the language of our church pray- 
e's, or however scriptural the senti- 
meat, yet if they be uttered irreve- 
rently, injudiciously, or unfeelingly, 
their proper effect must necessarily 
be injured, if not lost. 


* J. Odell. 
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Perhaps it may not be improper 
to mention here a mistake which 
seems to pervade even some persons 
who are seriously inclined. They 
consider the going to church, or at- 
tending in a place of public worship, 
merely as a duty which they owe to 
God, or as doing him a service which 
he has enjoined. It is, indeed, the 
duty ofevery intelligent being, angels 
as well as mets, to pay their constant 
homage to the Fountain of Perfec- 
tion, and profess their devoted alle- 
giance to the Supreme Governor of 
the universe ; to acknowledge their 
dependance on him for their very 
being, who is the Source of all goed ; 
and to dwell in fixed contemplation 
on the beauty of the Eternal Mind, 
with all the other attributes of the 
Deity. Yet let us always recollect, 
that we must cometo him as deggars, 
and fiensioners on his bounty ; that 
we are needy creatures, and therefore 
should come to receive ; but can 
never add to his happiness or excel- 
lence. We must come with peni- 
tential piety, and a filial sorrow for 
having offended the best of friends, 
and disobeyed the best of parents. 
In a word, we must come with a 
broken anda contrite heart, if we ex- 
pect that the offended Deity will 
condescend to look upon us with pity 
and grant our humble requests. 


Kerra. 


ben 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


To the Ecitor of the Clristian Observer. 


Your readers well know, that in the 
beginning of the last century, many 
weletles were in existence. formed 
by members of the Church of England, 
or the purpose of more constant 
Christian communication, and the 
Promotion of church union. For 
these societies, Mr. Nelson, in the 
Preface to his “Companion for the 
Festivals and Fasts of the Church 
of England,” thus apotogizes :-—_ I 
Christ. Obsery. No. 172. 


cannot apprehend, but that they must 
be very serviceable to the interest of 
religion, and may contribute very 
much to revive that true sfiri¢ of 
Christianity, which was so much the 
glory of the primitive times. And 
I see noreason why men may not 
meetandiconsult together to improve 
one another in Christian knowledge ; 
and, by mutual advice, take measures 
how best to further their own salva- 


tion, as well as to promote that ef 
26 
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their neighbours ; when the same 
liberty is taken for the improvement 
of trade, and for carrying on the 
pleasures and diversions of life.”— 
* As for those objections which are 
urged against these societies from 
some canons of the Church, they 
seem to be founded on a misunder- 
standing of the sense of those canons ; 
the first whereof was designed 
against the pernicious opinions of the 
Anabaptists, and the latter against 
such meetings and consultations as 
tended to the impeaching or deprav. 
ing of the doctrine of the Courch of 
England, of the Book of Common 
Prayer, or any part of the govern- 
ment or discipline now established 
in the Church of England—neither 
of which consequences can justly be 
charged upon a body of men, who 
make it a chief qualification, in the 
electing their members, that they be 
such as ownand manifest themselves 
to be of the Church of England, and 
frequent the public holy exercises of 
the same.’—** I dare undertake for 
those, whose modesty too often with- 
holds them from magnifying their 
office, as they justly might, that they 
would not only be content, but very 
much rejoice to assist, in all sfirztual 
affairs, such as _ shall make applica- 
tion to them on those accounts ; and 
take it for a great comfort and en- 
couragement to their labours, if they 
could find their farishioners ready 
upon all occasions to consult them 
in the concerns of their souls, either 
for the instruction of their ¢gzorance, 
for the resolution of their doudts, for 
direction in order to the avoiding or 
withstanding temptations, for their 
consolations under ¢ria/s and affitc- 
tions, and for the best method of ob- 
taining pardon of their sins and quiet- 
ing of their consciences.” 

I enclose to you, Mr. Editor, the 
plan of a farochial society, on a small 
scale, at present existing, and which 
has by the Divine blessing, I have 
no doubt, been beneficial, for the pur- 
poses last above stated by Mr. Nel- 
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son, to all its members. It is sent 
from no other motive than to excite 
the attention of your clerical readers 
to a subject by no means unimpor. 
tant. If you think the insertion of 
it will be useful, it is at the service 
of your readers. 


PLAN OF THE S 


——- SOCIETY, 


That the Society be composed of 
fifteen members, who regularly a. 
tend public worship and the holy 
communion at church, and that 
the Rector, or constantly officiating 
Minister, be the president thereof 

In case of the death or otherwise 
withdrawment of any of the fifteen 
members, his place may be filled up 
by one of the visiters after described, 
or some other suitable person, who 
Shall be proposed to the remaining 
members, one month previously to 
the ballot, at which one negative ball 
shall defer the election at least for 
one year from that time. 

When a visiter or other person 
shall be proposed as a member, he 
shall not be informed thereof except 
he be unanimously elected. The bal- 
lot on such occasions, as_ well as all 
other business relating immediately 
to the Society’s concerns, shall be 
transacted in the absence of the 
visiters. 

At the meeting next after every 
Christtias-day ; and which for this 
purpose shall be held at seven o’clock 
precisely, each member may propose 
one person, who has constantly at: 
tended public worship and the sacra 
church, to be in quality 
of a visizer, who may attend all meet: 
ings of the Society, during the cur 
rent year. The election of such 
person to be by ballot, and ¢qwo nega 
tive votes shall exclude for that year 
at the least ; and in case of the absence 
of any member, another who is prt: 
sent may nominate for him, so thal 
the number of visiters may be equel 
to the number of members. 

Every householder of the paris! 
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of ——) who may be ‘so minded for 
the purpose of religious improve- 
ment, may attend the meetings, if 
introduced by amember, Any mem- 
ber may introduce a friend occasion- 
ally with the consent of the other 
members present, 

The Society shall meet on the Fri- 
day before every monthly sacrament, 
throughout the year: and the chair 
shall be taken by the President, pre- 
cisely at half past seven o’clock. 
The conversation and concluding 

rayer to be wholly ended by nine 
o'clock, that the meetings may in no 
wise interfere with the order of the 
families to which the members may 
respectively belong, except in cases 
where the Society’s business may 
require the absence of the visiters. 

At every meeting a subject shall 
be proposed, and agreed upon as 
suitable, for discussion at the next 
succeeding meeting. ‘The proposer 
will be expected to open it; and the 
other members present in their order 
ate lo give their thoughts upon it. 
No person to speak upon it more 
than ten minutes; nor more than 
ouce, except in explanation, and then 
as briefly as possible. 

The conversation at every meeting 
shall be preceded by “ the prayer for 
the whole state of Christ’s church 
militant,? the ‘general thanks- 
giving,” and the Lord’s Prayer; and 
shall be concluded with some short 
collect or prayer, as suitable as may 
be to the subject which has been 
considered. 

The members are required to be 
regular in their attendance. If any 
member shall absent himself at three 
successive monthly meetings, except 
In case of illness, or other sufficient 
cause, or shall cease regularly to at- 
tend at S church, such absentee 
from the meetings, or from the wor- 
ship, shall be considered as thus dis- 
Soiving his connection with the So- 
clety; and another person shall be 
Chosen in his place, whenever it 
shall be judged proper. 
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No question of a merely abstract 
nature to be discussed, nor any points 
of “doubtful disputation’’ be intro- 
duced for conversation (except for 
some grave and weighty cause,) but 
only such as are of a practical nature, 
and tending to promote and increase 
a spiritual temper and conduct: and 
that nothing be said “ through strife 
and vain glory,” but that each esteem 
other as united in Christian fellow- 
ship. 

The members and the visiters with 
humble confidence in the Divine aid, 
which they will daily seek by fervent 
prayer, do bind themselves solemnly 
to maintain in their tempers and lives 
an edifying Christian deportment, to 
the glory of God, and the honour and 
promotion of the religion of Jesus 
Christ; as they hope, through the 
means of the Society, in addition to 
the enjoyment of public worship, to 
increase in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
in charity toward all men. 

The most candid and liberal con- 
struction shall be put by the mem- 
bers and visiters on each other’s ex- 
pressions; and no different mode of 
thinking or expression on subjects 
concerning which we can * know but 
in part’’ shall diminish the esteem of 
the members towards each other. 

That, as it may often be helpful to 
individual members or visiters to ob- 
tain the counsel, admonition, or con- 
solation of the Society, on their own 
account, or that of their connections, 
itis thought most discreet, if it may 
be, that such communications as are 
made to the Society of a fersonal na- 
ture be made without the name of 
the person whose case may be al- 
luded to. And it is mutually hoped, 
that the confidence which may at any 
time, directly or inadvertently, be 
reposed in the meeting by any par- 
ticular communication of a fersonal 
nature, may not be violated, but re- 
mnain with those who are present. 
And that the members of the Society 
watch over each other, and pray 





220 On Preackang intelligibly. 


one for another, as the best means of 
preventing them from making un- 
candid reflections on the one hand; 
or, on the other, from taking offence 
at receiving affectionate advice, ex- 
hortation, or reproof. 

If a visiter or a merber of the 
Society shall avow «ny doctrines con- 
trary to those contained in the Art- 
cles of the Church of England, or 
decline into any irregularity of moral 
conduct, he shall be seriously and 
affectionately admonished thereof, 
by some member or members of the 
Society deputed for that purpose ; 
and if he be not speedily brought to 
an acknowledgment of his error, or 
an amendment of his practice, as the 
case may be, the question of his con- 
tinuance as a visiter or member shall 
be decided by ballot ; which, except 
two thirds of the number vote for his 
continuance, shall dissolve his con- 
nection with the Society. But no 
such ballot shail take place till after 
the person shall have had the oppor- 
tunity of a voluntary withdrawment 
by an absence of three successive 
monthly meetings, or in some other 
way previously. 

The Rules of the Society shall be 
deliberately read by the president for 
the evening, at the meetings in Feb- 
ruary and June in every year. And, 
upon all other proper and necessary 
occasions, it is required of the Presi- 
dent to remind the members of the 
religious purposes for which the So- 
ciety is instituted. 


Jo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Ir has been said, that the Methodist 
preacher gains the attention of his 
audience by addressing himself to 
their imagination rather than to their 
reason. ‘This may be partly true. 
But there is another very striking 
advantage which he has over the 
ministers of the Establishment, at 
least in many cases,—namely, that he 
speaks to the Common people in a 
language which they fully under- 
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stand ; and to this may his Popularity 
with more justice be attributed, 

It is, perhaps, one of the greatest 
difficulties which a clergyman has 
to contend with, in preparing ser, 
mons for a country congregation, tg 
keep up the dignity of his subject, 
and at the same time to adapt his 
language to the capacities of his 
hearers ; but it is a difficulty which 
must be overcome, if he would pro- 
fitably address the majority of those 
who are committed to his charge. 

The following extracts are taken 
from Dean Swift's Advice toa Young 
Ciergyman, which, as they contain 
some useful observations not unwor. 
thy the attention of the junior part 
of your clerical readers, you may 
perhaps think proper to insert in 
your work. 

The fault adverted to is not, proba. 
bly, so general as in Swift’s time; 
yet it is still observable in many pub- 
lished sermons. And even _ those 
which have appeared in the Christian 
Observer are scarcely exempt from 
it; for, though they are well calcu- 
lated for the family circle in the par- 
lour, the language Is yet, occasionul. 
ly, too far removed from common 
understandings to be read with profit 
in the kitchen or servants’ hall of 


most families in the country. 
C. D. 


EXTRACT FROM SWIFT'S LETTER TO 
A YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 


‘‘Proper words in proper places 
make the true definition of a style. 
But this would require too ample 
a disquisition to be now dwelt on: 
however, I shall venture to name one 
or two faults which are easy to be 
remedied with a very small portion 
of abilities. 

“ The first is, the frequent use of 
obscure terms, which by the women 
are called hard words; and by the 
better sort of vulgar, fine language ; 
than which I do not know a more 
universal, inexcusable, and upne- 
cessary mistake among the clergy 
of all distinctions, but especially 
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se younger practitioners. I have 
been curious enough to take a list of 
several hundred words in a sermon 
of anew beginner, which not one of 
his bearers among a hundred could 
possibly understand ; neither can I 
eastly call to mind any clergyman of 
my own acquaintance who is wholly 
exempt from this error, although 
many of them agree with me in the 
dislike of the thing. But Iam apt 
to put myself in the place of the vul- 
gar, and think many words difficult 
or obscure which the preacher will 
not allow to be so, because those 
words are obvious to scholars. I be- 
live the method observed by the 
famous Lord Faikland, in some of 
is writings, would not be an ill one 
for young divines, I was assured 
by on oid person of quality, who knew 
him well, that when he doubted 
whether a word was perfectly intelli- 
gibie or not, he used to consult one 
o ais lady’s chamber-muaids (not the 
wullloy-woman, because it was pos- 
sivle she might be conversant in ro- 
mances,) and by her judgment was 
guided whether to receive or reject 
it. And il that great person thought 
such caution necessary in treatises 
oficred to the learned world, it will 
be sure at least as profitable in ser- 
mons, where the meanest hearer is 
supposed to be concerned, and where 
very often a Jady’s chamber-maid 
may be allowed to equal half the con- 
gregation, both as to quality and un. 
derstanding. But I know not how it 
comes to pass, that professors in 
most arts and sciences are generally 
the worst qualified to explain their 
meanings to those who are not of 
their tribe. A common farmer shall 
Make you understand, in three words, 
that his foot is out of joint, or his 
collar-bone broken ; wherein a sur- 
fon, after a hundred terms of art, 
if you are not a scholar, shall leave 
you to seek. It is frequently the 
same case in law, physic, and even 
many of the meaner arts. 
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s¢ And upon this aecount it is, that 
among hard words I number likewise 
those which are peculiar to divinity, 
as it is a science; because | have 
observed several clergymen, other- 
wise little fond of obscure’terms, yet 
in their sermons very liberal of those 
which they find in ecclesiastical wri- 
ters, as if it were our duty to under- 
stand them, which I am sure n is not. 
And I defy the greatest divine to 
produce any law, either of God or 
man, which obliges me to compre- 
hend the meaning of omniscience, 
omnipresence, ubiquity, attribute, be- 
atific vision, with a thousand others 
so frequent in pulpits, any more than 
that of eccentric, idiosyncrasy, entity, 
and the like. I believe I may ven- 
ture to insist farther, that many terms 
used in holy writ, particularly by St. 
Paul, might with more discretion be 
changed into plainer speech, except 
where they are introduced as part of 
a quotation, 

‘Tam the more earnest in this 
matter, because it is a geperal com. 
plaint, and the justest in the world. 
For adivine has nothing tosay to the 
wisest congregation of any parish in 
this kingdom, which he may not ex- 
press In manner to be understood by 
the meenest among them. And this 
assertion must be true, er else God 
requires from us more that we are 
able to perform. However, not to 
contend whether a logician might 
possibly prove a case that would 
serve for an exception, I will appeal 
to any man of letters, whether at 
least nineteen in twenty of those per- 
plexing words might not be changed 
into easy ones, such as naturally first 
occur to ordinary men, and probably 
did so at first to those very gentle- 
men who are so fond of the former. 

“ We are often reproved by divines 
from the pulpit, on account of our 
ignorance in things sacred, and per- 
haps with justice enough: however, 
it is not very reasonable for them to 
expect that common men should un- 
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derstand expressions which are never 
made use of in common life.” 


—— 


For the Christian Observer. 
ON ENCOURAGING POACHING. 


Wuoever has been in the habit of 
looking into the public papers for 
the last six months, must have been 
struck with the horrid effects of 
poaching. In Berkshire, Bedtord- 
shire, and Gloucestershire, the con- 
sequences have been singularly fatal. 
The object of the present paper, Mr. 
Editor, is not, however, to detail the 
particulars of those sad events; but 
merely to state some few observa- 
tions on the evil itself, and the great 
duty of professing Christians in rela- 
tion thereto—more particularly on 
the subject of buying game, whereby 
the dreadful habit of poaching, a 
habit equally destructive of public 
morals and private happiness, is so 
greatly encouraged. 

Those who have an eyc to the ge- 
neral diffusion of religion and mora- 


lity among their fellow-men, will, I 


feel confident, view with candour 
what may be advanced on this sub- 
ject, whea they are assured that the 
only end the writer has in view, is 
the completion of their most ardent 
desire. For my own part, I freely 
own, that until lately, when I reod 
the review of a work, entitled, “A 
Letter on the Game Laws, by a 
Country Gentleman and Proprietor 
of Game,’’* the subject never struck 
me as at all worthy notice. The au- 
thor of that excellent publication, in 
exposing the pernicious effects of 
the Game Laws, observes :—* Dis- 
content against their superiors is one 
of the first effects produced by the 
Game Laws among the lower orders. 
—Finding himself employed, as the 
agent to transfer the property of one 


© We beg to recommend this valuable 


pampblet to the attention of our readers. 
Epiror. 


On Poaching. 
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rich man to another, who is Obnoxioys 
to no punishment for receiving it, the 
poacher, when discovered and cop, 
victed, is tempted to think that there 
is one law for the rich and another 
law for the poor; an observation 
which a poacher made in my pre. 
sence the other day. This feeling 
Is carefully fostered by his employ. 
ers, wbo studiously represent game 
to de every man’s frroperty, tyranni. 
Cally preserved for the benefit of g 
few ; and therefore it is at least fair, 
if not meritorious, to attack it; where. 
as certainly no man can have the 
slightest equitable claim to it, ex. 
cept by purchase, who has had no 
share in the expense of rearing and 
preserving it. Frequent breaches of 
the peace, murders, and homicides 
are the natural result of the continual 
contests, which are kept alive ina 
parish, between different portions of 
its armed population. The regular 
army, as it may be called, of game- 
keepers and their assistants, are as- 
sailed in their nighily bivouac, by the 
irregular tirailleurs of the bands of 
poachers ; and the savage spirit and 
consequences of a war of posts are 
perpetuated in every village; all 
inoral ideas of right and wrong are 
confounded; all love of the spirit of 
peace and humanity are banished 
from the breasts of the contending 
parties, and even the shedding of a 
neighbour’s blood is considered mat- 
ter of triumph among their several 
advocates—as the poet states ofa 
profligate ale-house keeper : 


‘He prais’d the poacher, precious child 
of fun, . 
Who shot the keeper with his own spring- 


gun.” 
CRABBE. 


That this condition of things should 
ultimately prepare the minds of the 
lower classes for every crime to which 
the circumstances of their station can 
tempt them, is not surprising ;—" 
that the calendar, which records the 
most atrocious enormities, should be 








filed with the names of those who, 
first starting in the career of 


, ypon 
vaching, would have shrunk with 
f norror trom a contemplation of the 
r crimes which they were alterwards 
. the most forward co commit. 
.. «The habit of nightly plunder, 
5 ‘When steals the vagrant from his warm 
4 retreat, 
e To rove a prowler, and be deem’d a cheat,’ 
i. 
a WH by depriving the poor man of the 
1, conscious integrity of his conduct, 
€- deprives him of more than half his 
he mulives to abstain from crime—he 
X- acquires the feelings, the fears, the 
no suspicions of a thief ;—he considers 
nd himself as in a siate of warfare with 


of all he honest partof the community, 


les andas Jusiiied by his new system 
ual of opinions and associations to attack 
ov teem and their property. Failing 
of his success in the wood, the held, 
ar and the forest, he resorts to the hen- 
- rostorthe sheep-fold -—He becomes 
sf alelon, confessed or convicted: and 
- with feelings and habits corrupted 
he and perverted by the process just 
Kn described, what principle of restraint 
al can any longer operate to prevent 
ie tim trom the most desperate under- 
al ukings——from the extremes of bur- 
shed glaty and murder? The whole pro- 
fing cess 18 as simple and natural as it Is 
ve in mest cases inevitable ; and the 
aap proprietor of game may tremble to 
eral think from what a little cloud, ap- 


parently no bigger thana man’s hand, 
all this storm of vice, misery, and 
corruption, to the poor themselves, 


of. a 





child and to their innocent wives and 
. children, has evolved.”? 
ring - 

Theauthor goes on to recommend 
af an entire alteration in the system of 
sald the Game Laws, as they now stand; 
f the which, although it affects not the 
which question now under consideration, 
n can yet deserves the serious consideration 
Nor ofthe public and the legislature. 
is the The buying of contraband goods 
id be HM “€hnot be defended on Christian prin- 


tiples—neither can the buying of 
same ; and both of them are unlawful 
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on the very same pfirincifiles. When 
the hellish traffic in our fellow-men 
was considered as lawful, many pious 
Christians, with a zeal and devotion 
that did them honour, denied them- 
selves the use of sugar. Doubtless 
there are many who, were they fully 
sensible of the positive evil they are, 
through ignorance or inconsidera- 
lion, committing, would joyfully 
relinquish any little gratification, 
rather than duy if at so dear a rate. 
I will not say, that the present case, 
which I would seriously urge on the 
attention of all ** who call themselves 
Christians,” is as imperative in its 
claims to their attention as the one 
last alluded to: I do not pretend to 
acvance it as an axiom, that these 
two cases are alikein their degree of 
importance: + at Lam bold toassert, 
that they are so in their kind. Nor 
can J think that any man, who has 
the honour of God, the well-be- 
ing of society, and the general in- 
terests of our common Christianity 
at heart, will dare to indulge himself 
in the luxurious delicacy of game, 
when he buys it at the expense of 
public morals and private happiness. 

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, perhaps 
I need not tell you that I view this 
as a crying evil, although apparently 
little thought of. With thisimpres- 
sion, and with a sincere desire to do 
all in my power to further the great 
end of our Divine Master’s mission 
—‘* Peace ufion earth, good will to- 
vards man”*—=[ have dared to send 
my mite to your treasury of useful 
and religious knowledge. 


Yours, &c. L M 





A  - 
To the Faditor of the Chrstian Observer. 


Ir you will have the goodness to 
give ihe following extract a vacant 
place in your Observer, you will 
doubtless thereby do a good office to 
many of your readers, by giving 
them juster views than they may yet 
entertain of some books that are 
daily in their hands, and high in 
their esteem. The work from whick 
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it is extracted is unhappily scarce. 
It is, however, well worthy of the 
attention of some of your clerical 
readers. Perhaps a new édiiion of 
it, with some improvements, might 
have superseded the necessity of a 
work that cut a great figure in your 
pages soon after the commencement 
of your public career, and which was 
the occasion of much trouble to the 
author. 
I remain, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. W.D. 


« About the middle of the last cen- 
tury, during the time of the civil war, 
appeared the Antinomians ; who had 
their name from denying that the 
Moral Law was to be used as a rule 
of life. This opinion of theirs occa- 
sioned the publication of Zhe Whole 
Duty of Man, which was received 
with great applause, and has been 
one of the principal family books 
among churchmen from that day to 
this. The work is by no means void 
of merit. Considered as a scheme 
of relative duties, it is, perhaps, in- 
ferior to few, if any. But yet it Is 
destitute of the “one thing needful,” 
of the scriptural terms of acceptance 
with God. This defect, which aione 
proves it unworthy of the title it 
bears, has, from time to time, been 
obvious to many divines, and public- 
ly taken notice of by them. Within 
a few years, an attempt has been 
made to remedy it, In a work en- 
uitled The New Whole Duty of Man,* 
which, as the title says, contains the 
faith, as well as the practice of a 
Christian. The editor’s account of 
the Gospel-covenant may be seen 
in the preface (pp. 10, 11.) * By 
original sin, man is not only depriv- 
ed of the image of God, but becomes 
liable to his justice ; and, as such, 
God cannot take pleasure in him: 


* « The reader should becareful that he 
does aot mistake this for an evangelical and 
masterly work, efititled Zhe Complete Duty 
of Man, by Henry Venn, M. A. Vicar of 
Hubbersfield, Yorkshire.” 


and that man that dies before he j, 
restored to his favour, must be ge. 
parated from him, and be for ever 
miserable. And, as man could not 
recover himseif; nor raise himself 
out of his own ruin ; and as no crea. 
ture was able to do it, the mercy of 
God pitied our misery, and his wis. 
dom devised this expedient to recon- 
cile his mercy and justice ; viz. that 
no man should on account of original 
sin be eternally miserable, except 
through his own fault; and his good. 
ness that the Son of God should yp. 
cetrake this work, and satisfy the 
offended justice of the Almighty, 
and repair the ruined nature of man. 
kind. Thus, God did enter into a 
new covenant with man, by way of 
remedy for what was past and could 
not be undone ; which, as may be 
fully collected from the Gospel, was 
to this purpose ;—fthat 0 condition 
of man’s stedfast faith, sincere repent. 
ance, and fierfect obedience, he should 
be restored through Christ to God’s 
Javour ; and, after death, to that life 
and happiness which was frromised to 
our first fiarents without tasting of 
death. Our Saviour by his suffer- 
ings and death has purchased this 
grace forus, that real repentance and 
sincere obedience shall be accefted in- 
stceadof innocence. Nothing but a good 
life wili entitle us to the favour and 
love of God. Not that the condition 
of the Gospel-covenant is a perfect 
unsinning obedience ; but a sincere 
endeavour to obey all the commands 
of God to the utmost of our power, 
which commands, in their general 
and most proper sense, are so far 
from being impossible to be observ 
ed, that, on the contrary, a man can- 
not easily transgress them, without 
an hardened conscience and delibe- 
ratechoice. And whensoever God re- 
quires more of us than we are zatural- 
ly able to perform, he never fails to 
afford us proportionably great assist 
ance to enable us to perform what he 
sorequires. Andif, through the frail- 
ty and infirmity ofour nature, we bea 
any time, notwithstanding our sinceré 
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mdeavours to the contrary, surprised 
‘nto the Commission of sin, God ac- 
cepts real repentance and a renewed 
obedience, instead of an uninterrupt- 
ed course of holiness.’ ” 

*This is the divinity of the present 
lay—the scheme of the better sort 
ofthose who * have a zeal for God, 
bit not according to knowledge.’ 
And yet this system (notwithstand- 
ing it is predoniinant, and even 
{shionable,) is aS inconsistent with 


B ihe doctrines of the Church of Eng- 


land, aS Jight with darkness, or 
Christ with Belial. This shali here- 
afier be proved at large.”—DBow- 
man’s Review of the Doctrines of the 
Reformation, 8vo, 1768, pp. 136— 
139, 


- - ee 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
lris generally supposed that a re- 
riewer ought to have some acquaint- 
ance with the subjects of those works 
o which he undertakes to guide the 
public judgment, Of a theological 
reviewer, it may at least be expected 
hat he Should have so much know- 
Inge of the matier and style of the 
Bible, as may secure him from the 
evor of attacking the exact language 
of Scritture, under the supposition 
that he is only finding fault with the 
expression of the author whose work 
ie may have under examination. 

What, then, shall we think of a 
ititic, who, to exemplify the obscu- 
ity of an author’s style, should 
extract from his work an express 
quotation from Scripture; and that 
insuch a manner, that nothing but 
he conviction of the reviewer’s 
ghorance can defend him from the 
tharge of profaneness ? 

Such, however, is the error into 
which the British Critic bas fallen 
in his last Number (November, 1815, 
pave 534.) In the review of a visi- 
ion sermon, by Mr. Gurney, in 
that work, I find this sentence :— 
_“In page 8, occurs the following 
Nexplicable passage : ‘Hope as an 

Christ. Observ. No. 172. 


British Critic’s Inacguaintance with Scripture. 
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anchor of the soul both sure and sted. 
fast, entereth into that (what ?) within: 
the vail, whither our Forerunner is 
for us entered, even Jesus.” ” 

Is it not to be lamented that the 
writer of this paragraph had no kind 
friend to point out to him the passage 
in Heb, vi. 19. and to remind him 
that his criticism was applied, not to 
Mr. Gurney’s sermon, but to the 
inspired word of God ? 

That the writer of that article, or 
the “committee of reviewers,’ (as 
they style themselves, p. 519) should 
find this passage inexplicable, is a 
striking evidence of their incompe- 
tency to pass sentence on any theo- 
logical work. Let them apply—TI 
will not say, to Ccommentators—but 
to any person of genuine piety, even 
in the lowest walks of life, and they 
will, without difficulty, obtain an an- 
swer to that significant parenthetical 
what? and will find that there is a 
meaning in the passage easily dis- 
covered by those who study the Bible 
as the word of God, with a sincere 
desire to profit by it. 

With so limited an acquaintance 
with the Bible, itis no matter of sur- 
prise that they should discover objec- 
tions to the distribution of it by the 
Bible Society: objections founded 
on the fallacy, so often exposed, of 
laying down consequences unautho- 
rized by fact, and but barely possible, 
as probable ; and then arguing upon 
them as if they were certain and in- 
evitable. Nor is it to be wondered 
at, that the same “committee of re- 
viewers”’ should be so misinformed 
of the voluntary nature of the sub- 
scriptions of the lower classes tothat 
Society, as to represent them in the 
following light :— 

“For what honest, for what good, 
for what Christian purpose are the 
poor of this country to be taxed to 
the amount of a penny a week each, 
in support of a Society whose income 
far exceeds its expenditure ?........To 
deduct such a sum from a poor 
family is a cruel, a wicked, an wn- 

2H 
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it is extracted is unhappily scarce. 
It is, however, well worthy of the 
attention of some of your clerical 
readers. Perhaps a new édiiion of 
it, with some improvements, might 
have superseded the necessity of a 
work that cut a great figure in your 
pages soon after the commencement 
of your public career, and which was 
the occasion of much trouble to the 
author. 
I remain, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. W.D. 


« About the middle of the last cen- 
tury, during the time of the civil war, 
appeared the Antinomians ; who had 
their name from denying that the 
Moral Law was to be used as a rule 
of lite. This opinion of theirs occa- 
sioned the publication of Zhe Whole 
Duty of Man, which was received 
with great applause, and has been 
one of the principal family books 
among churchmen from that day to 
this. The work is by no means void 
of merit. Considered as a scheme 
of relative duties, it is; perhaps, in- 
ferior to few, ifany. But yet it Is 
destitute of the “one thing needfal,” 
of the scriptural terms of acceptance 
with God. This defect, which alone 
proves it unworthy of the title it 
bears, has, from time to time, been 
obvious to many divines, and public- 
ly taken notice of by them. Within 
a few years, an attempt has been 
made to remedy it, in a work en- 
uitled The New Whole Duty of Man,* 
which, as the title says, contains the 
faith, as well as the practice of a 
Christian. The editor’s account of 
the Gospel-covenant may be seen 
in the preface (pp. 10, 11.) * By 
original sin, man is not only depriv- 
ed of the image of God, but becomes 
liable to his justice ; and, as such, 
God cannot take pleasure in him : 


* « The reader should be careful that he 
does aot mistake this for an evangelical and 
masterly work, eftitled The Complete Duty 
of Man, by Henry Venn, M. A. Vicar of 
Hubbersfield, Yorkshire.” 


and that man that dies before he jg 
restored to his favour, must be ge. 
parated from him, and be for ever 
miserable. And, as man could not 
recover himseif; nor raise himself 
out of his own ruin ; and as no crea. 
ture was able to do it, the mercy of 
God pitied our misery, and his wis. 
dom devised this expedient to recop. 
cile his mercy and justice 3 viz. that 
no man should on account of original 
sin be eternally miserable, excep 
through his own fault; and his good. 
ness that the Son of God should up. 
cetrake this work, and satisfy the 
offended justice of the Almighty, 
and repair the ruined nature of man. 
kind. Thus, God did enter into a 
new covenant with man, by way of 
remedy for what was past and could 
not be undone ; which, as may be 
fully collected from the Gospel, was 
to this purpose ;—fhat on condition 
of man’s stedfast faith, sincere repent. 
ance, and fierfect obedience, he should 
be restored through Christ to God's 
Javour ; and, after death, to that life 
and happiness which was fromised to 
our first fiarents without tasting of 
death. Our Saviour by his suffer- 
ings and death has purchased this 
grace for us, that real refentance and 
sincere obedience shall be accepted in- 
stcadof innocence. Nothing but a good 
life wili entitle us to the favour and 
love ef God. Not that the condition 
of the Gospel-covenant is a perfect 
unsinning obedience ; but a sincere 
endeavour to obey all the commands 
of God to the utmost of our power, 
which commands, in their general 
and most proper sense, are so far 
from being impossible to be observ- 
ed, that, on the contrary, a man can- 
not easily transgress them, without 
an hardened conscience and delibe- 
ratechoice. And whensoever God re- 
quires more of us than we are zatural- 
ly able to perform, he never failsto 
afford us proportjonably great assist 
ance to enable us to perform what he 
sorequires. Andif, through the frail- 
ty and infirmity ofour nature, we beat 
any time, notwithstanding our sincere 
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ndeavours to the contrary, surprised 
‘nto the Commission of sin, God ac- 
cepts real repentance and a renewed 
obedience, instead of an uninterrupt- 
ed course of holiness,’ ” 

“This is the divinity of the present 
jay—the scheme of the better sort 
ofthose who * have a zeal for God, 
but not according to knowledge.’ 
And yet this system (notwithstand- 
ing it is predoniinant, and even 
fishionable,) is aS inconsistent with 
the doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land, as Jight with darkness, or 
Christ with Belial. This shall here- 
after be proved at large.”——Bow- 
man’s Review of the Doctrines of the 
Reformation, 8vo. 1768, pp. 136— 
139, 


—- age 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Ir is generally supposed that a re- 
viewer ought to have some acquaint- 
ance with the subjects of those works 
on which he undertakes to guide the 
public judgment, Of a theological 
reviewer, it may at least be expected 
that he should have so much know- 
ledge of the matter and Style of the 
Bible, as may secure him from the 
error of attacking the exact language 
of Scritture, under the supposition 
that he is only finding fault with the 
expression of the author whose work 
le may have under examination. 

What, then, shall we think of a 
oritic, who, to exemplify the obscu- 
tty of an authors style, should 
extract from his work an express 
quotation from Scripture; and that 
insuch a manner, that nothing but 
the conviction of the reviewer’s 
ignorance can defend him from the 
charge of profaneness? 

Such, however, is the error into 
which the British Critic bas fallen 
in his last Number (November, 1815, 
page 534.) In the review of a visi- 
‘ation sermon, by Mr. Gurney, in 
that work, I find this sentence :— 

_ “In page 8, occurs the following 
inexplicable passage : ‘Hope as an 

Christ. Observ. No, 172. 
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anchor of the soul both sure and sted. 
fast, entereth into that (what ?) within - 
the vail, whither our Foreruoner is 
for us entered, even Jesus.’ ”’ 

Js it not to be lamented that the 
writer of this paragraph had no kind 
friend to point out to him the passage 
in Heb, vi. 19. and to remind him 
that his criticism was applied, not to 
Mr, Gurney’s sermon, but to the 
inspired word of God ? 

That the writer of that article, or 
the “committee of reviewers," (as 
they style themselves, p. 519) should 
find this passage inexflicadle, is a 
striking evidence of their incompe- 
tency to pass sentence on any theo- 
logical work. Let them apply—lI 
will not say, to commentators—but 
to any person of genuine piety, even 
in the lowest walks of life, and they 
will, without difficulty, obtain an an- 
swer to that significant parenthetical 
what ? and will find that there is a 
meaning in the passage easily dis- 
covered by those who study the Bible 
as the word of God, with a sincere 
desire to profit by it. 

With so limited an acquaintance 
with the Bible, itis no matter of sur- 
prise that they should discover objec- 
tions to the distribution of it by the 
Bible Society: objections founded 
on the fallacy, so often exposed, of 
laying down consequences unautho- 
rized by fact, and but barely possible, 
as probable ; and then arguing upon 
them as if they were certain and in- 
evitable. Nor is it to be wondered 
at, that the same “committee of re- 
viewers” should be so misinformed 
of the voluntary nature of the sub- 
scriptions of the lower classes tothat 
Society, as to represent them in the 
following light :— 

“For what honest, for what good, 
for what Christian purpose are the 
poor of this country to be faxed to 
the amount of a penny a week each, 
in support of a Society whose income 
far exceeds its expenditure ?........To 
deduct such a sum from a poor 
family is a cruel, a wicked, an un- 

2H 
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christian act. The pretence under 
Which it is exacted is false, inasmuch 
as money obtained for an article 
which a man can claim gratuitously 
is obtained under false pretences........ 
What is the real purpose of this 
vexatious impost ??'* 

Is not this another instance of their 
deficiency in one qualification hitber- 
to deemed essential to Reviewers ; 
namely, a knowledge of the subject 
en which they comment? 


L. N. 


JOURNEY THROUGH HOLLAND, GER- 
MANY, &C. 

(Continued from p. 155.) 
€Co1oGner, at which we arrived by 
the way of Huys, is a long, narrow, 
dirty old town, with the houses un- 
evenly built, and no public buiidings 
worth locking at except the palace of 
the elector of Cologne. At the table 
d’hdéte were some of the first rank 
among the Austrian noblesse ; and 
among them the late commander of 
Valenciennes, and a celonel of the 
same garrison, which had lately sur- 
rendered to the French. 

TF left Cologne the moment I had 
dined, to proceed to Bonn, where I 
was to sleep, five Jeagues further. 
Bonn belongs also to the elector of 
Coloune, who has there a large 
palace, and gardens that front the 
Rhise. We had a very fine road all 
the way, and alighted at the inn La 
Cour Imperiale ; an excellent house, 
and kept in the highest style by two 
young people lately married,—-a hand- 
some, well-bred couple, whose atten. 
tion to their guests was very remark- 
able ;—-and when we consider that in 
Germavy andSwitzerland,s»me ofthe 
most respectable people as to. family 
and fortune choose to keep inns, it is 
surprising to see the landlord up in 
the morning at five o’clock to receive 
the bill and attend you to your car- 
tiage. 

September 19th. JI left Bonn this 


* Same No, p. 467. 


Journey from London through Holland, ©. 


April 


morning early. A good penci! only, 
Not a pen, can do justice to the sin 
gular beauties which this day’s jour. 
ney exhibited. From Bonn to Cop 
lentz the road runs through a peay. 
tiful valley, twelve leagues in length 
and nearly six miles in breadth, 
The Rhine winds its clear waters 
througi the middle of it; and there 
is an endless variety of fine, bold, 
undulating, and sloping hills rising 
in all parts of the plain. Every 
inch of ground, both in the plain or 
on the hills, isin the highest state 
of cultivation, unless where decked 
with wood, shrubs, and evergreens, 
Each side of the Rhine, near the 
stream, presents a string of sinall 
towns, villages, convents and their 
depenaences, and churches with 
steeples darting from among the 
hills like rockets. In the distance [ 
have mentioned of twelve leagues, at 
least thirty of such groups are to be 
seen. As the Elector of Cologne is 
a prince of the Roman Catholic 
Church, you see its ensigns predomi 
nate in his dominions—convents, 
monasteries, &c but all weil built 
and well placed, and the land cull 
vated! If no object of interest had 
urged me on, it would have been 
difficult to advance on the journey, 
for every spot had its share of the 
traveller’s regret. 

] must not omit to mention,that dur- 
ing those twelves interesting leagues, 
fine ruins of old castles, the seats of 
feodality, frequently meet the eye to 
the right and tothe left of the Rhine; 
and, having now sunk into places of 
shelter to birds of prey,they have been 
succeeded by more modern ones of 
the same tenure. The German barons 
ofthe 18th and some of the 19th 
century are, as I am informed, i 
many respects the same as the barons 
of the time of Charlemagne— 
prouder, but many, perhaps, as igno 
rant. Besides those beautiful objects 
in perspective, the traveller going 
down the Rbine is captivated by 
the enchanting sight of smail islands 
scattered about, within three, foul) 
or five miles from each other : some 
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may be a quarter ofa mile in length 
and fifty or sixty yards wide: all are 
qitivated and ornamented, and some 
have monasteries, the steeples of 
which thrown in amongst the trees 
of the islands have an effect truly 
picturesque. The hills which frame 
the whole picture, even the highest, 
were at this time (September) cover- 
ed with vines, and large bunches of 
erpes ready for the vintage. ‘This 
country produces excellent wine, 
which is sold at all the inns on the 
road, chiely white, and in taste like 
the French vin de grave. About six 
leagues from Bonn, half way to Cob- 
Jeniz, are two small towns opposite 
toeach other, on the two banks of 
the Raine and close to the water: 
the names are Remagen and Erpal. 
Alarge boat ferries over from one 
tothe other. The whole has a won. 
devluily pleasing effect. 

The fortress of Coblentz, which 
presents itself before the town can be 
seen, is reputed one of the strongest 
in Germany, and from its situation is 
next to impregnable. The town is 
on one side of the river, and the for- 
tress on the ether. The Rhine be- 
tween is as broad as the Thames at 
high-water at London-bridge ; the 
current very decided, but not too 
rapid. The fortress covers the town, 
and prevents any approach on the 
Rhine for two miles above and two 
miles below Coblentz. This town is 
far from handsome: it is old and iil 
built, with nothing worth looking at, 
except its beautiful situation close to 
the Rhine, and surrounded by a con- 
tinuation of the bold hills I have de- 
scribed. The palace of the elector 
is just above the town: It is a paral- 
lelogram, all white, having thirty- 
seve. windows on the long side front- 
ing the river, and five windows enly 
on the narrow side of the square.— 
We left Coblentz at six o'clock on 


| Saturday morning, crossing the Rhine 


immediately over a flying bridge, 
‘imilar to that of Nimeguen: and a 
litle below the elector’s palace (the 
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elector of Treves,) we followed the 
river for about three miles, after hav- 
ing crossed it; then struck to the 
left, and began to ascend the moun- 
tains, through which lay our way to 
Schwallbach. Here a new scene 
opened, quite different from what I 
had seen, and not easy to be describ- 
ed: it was altogether grand and aw- 
ful, and at the same time pleasing. 
It begins through a small town be- 
longing to the reigning prince of 
Hesse Darmstadt. This little town 
is surrounded by a very strong wall, 
flanked with towers in great num- 
bers; and it is covered by a fortress 
which seems to have been built for 
the inhabitants of the skies rather 
than for mortal men. It is placed 
on a bold, majestic, and perpendicu- 
lar rock, which, seen from below, 
appears at least 800 feet high. The 
military part of it frem every side 
presents a formidable frent of cannon. 
I was informed that it contained a 
vast quantity of ammunition. If the 
French were to attempt an entrance 
into Germany by this route, it seems 
impossible that they should get 
through this pass. The habitable 
part of this eagle’s nest appears to 
be almost new, well sashed, and looks 
comfortable. After passing the fort, 
a winding ascent begins through the 
mountains. The road is fine, broad, 
and strong; the mountain on each 
side slopes down to the verge of one 
continued lawn of the most beautiful 
verdure,—and between the lawn and 
the road is a fine pure stream of 
water, running sometimes in low 
cascatles, and sometimes forming inte 
small busins and trickling over lke 
liquid diamonds. The weather be- 
ing fine, I walked all the way, un- 
willing to move on, or to leave so 
enchanting a scene. Not an inch of 
barren rock was to be seen, each side 
of the mountain being covered from 
the summit to the lawn with fine 
lofty trees—a mixture of oak, ash, 
chesnut, elm, and an abundance of 
shrubs of every kind. To finish this 
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picture, as I drew near to the top, 
the mountain opened wider on each 
side, the lawn enlarged ; and on it | 
saw three or four different flocks of 
sheep, cows, and goats grazing peace- 
ably betore their shepherds: some 


Review of Pamphlets on Bafitismal Regeneration. 


[ April, 
had bells, which, by their intermi. 
ting sounds, now and then broke 
sottly the silence of this delighyfy; 
solitude. 

(To be continued j 


EE 


REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Review of Mant, Scott, and Bip. 
DULPH, on Negeneration. 


(Concluded from p. 187.) 


In proceeding to offer our own hum- 
bie, though, we trust, considerate 
and mature judgment upon the in- 
tricate question before us, we cannot 
help calling to mind that sentiment 
of St. Austin’s friend, Nebridius, Quz 
cum esset rerum obscurarum ad doc. 
trinam fiietatis maximé piertinentium 
diligentissimus inquisitor, vaide ode- 
rat de guastione magna resfionsionem 
brevem: et guisquis hoc fioposcisset, 
egerrime ferebat...indignum deputans 
gui talia quereret, cum de re tanta, 
guam multa dici fiossent deberenique, 
mesciret. The substance of which ts, 
That on such weighty questions as 
this of baptism, a short answer or 
resolution of difficulties were scarcely 
a reasonable attempt or demand. If 
we are short, it must be considered 
rather as the fault of our limits than 
as marking our sense of the iImpor- 
tance and difficulty of the question : 
and whilst we grudge not a line, in 
length, of all Messrs. Biddulph and 
Scott have favoured us with on this 
subject, we cannot but consider it us 
a main defect in Dr. Mant’s tract, that 
he gives so little room or weight to 
the discussion, and thinks, at every 
turn, that ** words cannot be plainer.”’ 
Qui pauca videt facilé judicat, we be- 
lieve, would be a good confirmation 
to the foregoing larger quotation ; 
and we must leave the rendering to 
Dr. Mant’s friends. 

One observation, we think, should 
be made, iz Amine, on the conduct of 


this controversy, to which we judge, 
from p. 36 of Dr. Mant’s tracts, jig 
would himself readily asscntp we 
mean, that the opinions of the exriy 
Christian fathers are scarcely to 4, 
deemed good authority of this sup. 
ject; and, if for no other reason, a 
feast for this, that it 1s extremely 
difficult to get at their meaning « 
all; and that, when obtained by to 

research, it is often found very cu 
tradictory. We should be elu, 

deed, to see a work of !aborious rx 
search, equal to that of Wall, which 
would ascertain, with some to.crsd! 
accuracy, the general verdict 6! (2 
ancients on the quesiion,—Whetier 
or not the grace of the sacramenis 
essentialiy accompanied all valid ud- 
ministration of the ouiward sign? In 
the mean time, from various expres- 
sions, which, if it were necessury, 
we could bring forward, in Terwl- 
lian, Gregory Nazienzen, Cyril, Aus- 
tin, &c. &c., we feel assured our- 
selves, that their testimony would 
eventually confirm the reformed 
doctrines on this subject.* At the 
same time we are fully aware 
that they rested so much upon 


* Clemens Alexandrinus is quoted by 
Doddridge as decidedly using the word 
wearyzersoiaz for a change of. character 
(Strom. lib, ii, p. 425,) where, speaking of 
an harlot, he says, Avayevvnbeaoa xala TH 
eTisgoouy Tebis Tarsyyeveriay ty et Cons Be- 
ing born again by the conversion of her 
conduct, she had the regeneration of life.” 
This is more important, as Clemens 's 
so often quoted on the other side, and 33 
he evidently distinguishes between a bap- 
tismal regeneration, and the regeneration 
of life, or, as it might be rendered, living 
and spiritual regeneration, 
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the actual acquirement of the inward 
and spiritual grace of the sacraments, 
as to make it ofien appear that they 
jeemed the consecration of the ele- 
ments a real conversion of them, fer 
se, into vehicles of the appropriate 
grace, Ul] at length, without much 
dficulty, the guinful, but fatal, doc- 
rine of transubstantiation came to 
he hammered out from their more 
ynguarded expressions. 

The question, we think, should as 
much ws possible be narrowed by the 
members of tie Church of England 
w the words of Scripture and of our 
own authorized documents. What 
save Scripture, and what says our 
own church on the sacraments in 
general, und on baptism and regene- 
ration in particular ¢ 

|. As to sacraments In general, we 
should have been glad if any one of 
our three writers would have more 
specifically faid down the just and 

roper notion of such arite. That 
our blessed Lord strongly connected 
the reception of our two sacraments 
with the attainment of salvation, is 
most clear. “He that believeth, 
and is baptized, shall be saved.” 
«This is wy blood of the new testa- 
ment: drink ye el/ of it.’ These 
expressions must assuredly mean 
something most Important ; the neg- 
lect or contempt, or the mere ex- 
plaining away of which, may serve 
the purposes of a party or sect, but 
can never satisfy a sound, judicious, 
humble-minded,and reverentialChris- 
tlan, 

Ofall the explanations which have 
been given of these words, it does 
hot appear to us that a better could 
be selected than that in our Church 
Catechism, in answer tothe question 
“What meanest thou by this word 
sacrament??? It is, in our view, at 
once comprehensive, rational, and 
conclusive. Ans. ‘I mean an out- 
ward visible sign of an inward spi- 
ritual grace, given unto us, ordained 
by Christ himself, as a means where- 


by we receive the same, and a pledge 
to assure us thereof.’? That is, as 
we understand it, that the water, the 
bread, and the wine, ere signs, pic- 
tures, or emblems of inward purity, 
strength, and comfort, to be imparted 
to us in the use of them as enjoined 
by Christ; that this use of them is a 
means or lpstrument, or, more pro- 
perly, in all ordinary cases, a condi- 
tion of obtaining the blessing ; and 
also an assurance to us, when rightly 
used, that the blessing is obtained. 
We stand not much on the word in- 
strument. We do not apprehend 
that even Dr. Mant thinks that any 
specific virtue Is given to the water 
itself, by which, through the body, it 
acts upon the soul: nor, on the other 
hand, do we deny its instrumentality 
in the sense of expounding, enforcing, 
and illustrating to the baptized per- 
son the nature of his profession, and 
so assisting him, as a means of in- 
struction, in its maintenance. As a 
condition of the grace intended, we 
understand not that the mere use of 
the sacrament obtains the blessing, 
but that a wilful neglect of it would 
hinder the blessing from being re- 
ceived; and that an humble and obe- 
dient view and intention, in regard to 
the use of the outward sign ordained 
by Christ himself, is essential, in all 
ordinary Cases, not only to obtaining 
the appropriate grace, but also to 
that state of mind which must exist 
in every worthy partaker. Again; 
the sacrament, when rightly received, 
becomes a filedge of the grace, of 
which before it had been in the above 
sense the condition : and as far as it 
had depended before upon the aciual 
and right reception of the sign, 
whether or not we should obtain the 
thing signified, so far, we may be 
certain that, having rightly received 
it, we are in possession of that which 
was promised. If we have not been 
wanting on our part, God will not, we 
are assured, be wanting on his part, 

An inconsistency might at first 
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sight appear between this definition 
of a sacrament, and that which im- 
mediately follows in the catechism 
on this question, * How many jarts 
are there in a sacrament! ’—Ans. 
“ Two: the outward visible sign, 
and the inward spiritual grace.” The 
answer before had defined a sacra- 
ment to be an outward visible sign 
ef an inward spiritual grace. 

In the one case, the sacrament is 
made to be only a sign or picture ; 
in the other, to consist in fart of the 
thing signified and pictured. Now 
the obvious mode of recenciling this 
apparent discrepancy, is by adhering 
to the firsi definition of a sacrament, 
which is express and complete, mak- 
ing it only a signor piciure of the 
thing signified; and by understand- 
ing the latter answer only to assert 
that a sacrament or sacred sign must 
have a reality answering to it; as, 
for example, a picture must have an 
original, or a utle deed an estate to 
which it refers. As it would be an 
absurdity to talk of a likeness that 
resembled nothing, or a deed that 
represented no property; so ina 
sacrament. Buton the other hand, 
as it would be equally absurd to sup- 
pose that a picture, to be such, must 
always have the original accompuny- 
ing it; or a title-deed, to be valid, 
ruust have the estate itself within its 
folds; so it would be contrary to 
common sense to suppose that in a 
sacrament the thing signified consti- 
tutes an essential and inalienable part 
of it, and must therefore always be 
the actual companion of the outward 
rite. 

One other inquiry still remains: 
When is tt that the possession of 
the picture muy assure us of the 
favour of the person portrayed, or 
the possession of the title-deed, may 
assure us of the estate itself; or, in 
other words, when is it that the re- 
ception of the sacrament may assure 
us of the attainment of the grace sig- 
nified by it? Most clearly, when the 
fuvour of the person had been ours, 
even before the outward token of it 
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[Aprit, 
had been conveyed; when, even 
without the litle-deed, we had been 
equitably entitled to the estate ; when 
the disposition or state of mind is 
found conformable to the reception 
of that which is signified under the 
sign or sacrament. Tis requisite 
disposition or state of mind js eyj. 
dently pointed out to us by Scripture, 
in the expressions— He that de. 
lieveth and is baptized, shall be 
saved.’? * Risen with him in bap. 
tism, by fatth, &c.’’ ** Do this ip 
remembrance,” or /fai‘h, * of me.” 
The same may equally be proved of 
the condition of repentance (Acts jj, 
38.) And this is exactly in confor. 
mity with the answers given by our 
Church to the questions, * What jg 
required of persons to be baptized,” 
and ‘“‘of those who come to the 
Lord’s supper?” In the former 
case, the answer is, “ Repentance, 
whereby they forsake sin; and fah, 
whereby they stedfastiy believe te 
promises of God made to them in that 
sacrament: in the latter, “ To ex- 
amine themselves, whether they re 
pent them truly of their former sins, 
stedfastly purposing to lead a new 
life, have a lively faith in God's 
mercy through Christ, with a thank- 
ful remembrance of his death, and be 
in charity with all men.” Does not 
our Church then make such a dispo- 
sition of mind as is here described 
essential to the beneficial use of the 
sacrament ? 

That this view of “the meaning 
of the word sacrament,’ is per- 
fectly agreeable to our Church, is 
further evident from her own de 
finition of it in the Twenty-fifth Arti 
cle, in which she calls sacraments not 
mere *“ badges or tokens of profes 
sion,” which is a most unscripturil 
view of the word, to say no more,“ but 
rather certain sure witnesses, and 
effectual signs of grace and Gods 
good will towards us,” represen 
ing, witnessing, and effecting to ¥ 
‘upon due terms,’’* the possessic 


* Barrow: 
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of grace, “by the which,” z. e. by 
the use Of which, as an instructive 
ordinance, and as an express condi- 
tion of his favour, ** he doth work 
jovisibly in us, and doth not only 
quicken, but also strengthen and 
confirm our faith in him.’? And 
fually, lest we should dream that this 
invisible co-operation with the out- 
yatd signs is not tied to an equitable 
fulfilment of previous conditions, the 
Article concludes ‘in such only as 
worthily receive the same, they have 
a wholsome effect or operation, 
while * they that receive hem” (not 
only the Lord’s supper, but baptism 
also) * unworthily, purchase to them- 
selves damnation.” 

We deem it unnecessary to say 
more on these ample definitions of 
the word sacrament, which we find 
it wholly impossible to take in any 
oher sense than that given by our 
Church, and which we fully adopt as 
our own view of the word. The par- 
ticular application of this view to our 
B-ptusmal Service, and other inci- 
dental expressions in the Articles, 
ke. will be considered in its proper 
place. But we cannot help here re- 
peating our opinion of the prepos- 
lcious course pursued by some mo- 
dern controversialists, who would fly 
lrom these express and avowed defi- 
nitions of the Church, in her doc- 
irinal instructions, to the compara- 
tively indefinite expressions in her 
devotional services, making these, 
aid not the former, the test of her 
opinions ! 

2, Secondly, then, as to the mean- 
ingof the term Regeneration. Defi- 
tition is the very soul of reasoning ; 
and we cannot therefore but lament 
that more time had not been em- 
ployed by our several combatants in 
laying down the express meaning of 
this word, as used in Seripture, and 
by our church. We have already 
hoticed the somewhat indefinite use 
ofthe term both by Mr. Biddulph and 
some of his authorities. And as to 
Dr. Mant, he holds on this point 
sentiments so perpetually varying, 
and, at times, se contradictory, that 


it would be almost equally possible 
to prove upon him aby system but 
the right one. 

If regeneration be really synony- 
mous with baptism, that is, with 
peuring water on the person in the 
name of the blessed Trinity, then 
the question is at an end: baptism is 
regeneration, and regeneration is 
baptism: but then, the minister be- 
ing the only agent, it would be ab- 
surd to talk of “ regeneration by the 
Holy Ghost.” If regeneration be 
only a badge of external profession, 
so that a person is thenceforward to 
be reckoned a Christian, and called 
s0, without respect to any spiritual 
operation which may or may not 
have passed on his mind, then it 
would be equally nugatory to speak 
of the Spirit as effecting regenera- 
tion. If regeneration be further en- 
larged to the remission of all past 
sin, original and actual, but nothing 
more, still the agency of the Holy 
Spirit would be questionable : at 
least, all the prayers for personal 
holiness in the Laptismal Service 
would be misplaced ; nor would the 
term regenerate be made at all syno- 
nymous with “sons of God,” * born 
and begotten again,” &c. as even Dr, 
Mant would make it, inasmuch as 
both in Scripture, and by our church, 
these last terms are inseparably con- 
nected with a pure and holy state of 
mind. Once more: if regeneration 
be considered to stand only for an 
external, and what we may call of- 
ficial, but unsaving, operation by 
which, as in the priesthood, the per- 
son baptized is brought under supe. 
rior obligations, a higher profession, 
and, it may be, greater assistances 
towards a religious course, we stilf 
think various inconveniences would 
follow. We allow this notion of the 
sacerdotium aici, or ordination of the 
laic, by baptism, to have been, per- 
haps, one of the most ingenious of 
all the definitions of antiquity. We 
do not consider it as the most objec. 
tionable of all popish doctrines that 
baptism imprints a character, if it be 
confined to such a character as this: 
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on all baptized persons. Indeed Mr. 
Biddulph with many of his authori- 
ties seems to verge towards such a 
view of the effects of this holy rite. 
But still we apprehend inconvenience 
from it, if fuily laid down as a defini- 
tion of regeneration. It either does 
away the meaning of the term alto- 
gether, as standing for a real change 
of heart and life ; or it creates a ne- 
cessity for the distinction, which ap- 
pears to us confused, between bap- 
tismal and spiritual regeneration. 
In fact, in this latter case, it seems 
to affix two graces to baptism, one 
conferred at all times and on all per- 
sons who arc baptized (contrary we 
think tothe very netion of a sacra- 
ment,) and the other a spiritual 
grace contingent on the disposition 
of the baptized person. In short, 
theugh we think that the explana- 
tions of our Baptismal Service given 
on this principle are fully sufficient 
to satisfy any reasonable man in the 
use of it, and are highly instructive 
and profitable asa basis of subsequent 
admonition, yet we cannot but ho!d 
that there is something still more de- 
finite inthe meaning of our Church, 
and that both by herself and by Scrip- 
ture a real and effectual change of 
nature is clearly and strongly point- 
ed out as intended by the terms re- 
generation and regenerate. 

We say then that regeneration, 
both in Scripture and in our church 
formularies, substantially refers to 
that spiritual and vital change in the 
heart and life, by which a man may 
be truly said to be created anew af- 
ter the image of God in righteous- 
ness and true holiness. So far we 
are inclined to hold with Dr. Mant. 
Nor could we wish for clearer or 
more beautiful terms to express that 
change that those which he has 
quoted (see above, p. 165.) from the 
learned and devout Bishop ‘Taylor. 
But why should we seek for a more 
full, express, and exquisite delinea- 
tion of this state than is to be found 
in our own invaluable Baptismal Ser- 
vico? Every term used in that ser- 
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vice enters more or less into tie 
notion of regeneration, which, we 
conceive, was held by the framers of 
our Liturgy. And as there is scarce. 
ly one petition in the whole form by 
we could most devoutly offer both 
for ourselves or others, during every 
moment of our earthly existence, s9 
we believe there is not a momenti 
which, our Church herself being 
judge, we might not properly pray 
for regeneration, even to the very 
end of our spiritual course — For the 
exact sense of this term does not ap. 
pear to us todenote merely the com. 
mencement, but also the exzstence of 
the spiritual life in the soul; pot 
merely the act by which we become 
new creatures, but also the state and 
condition in which we @re new crea 
tures in Christ Jesus. For this state 
we ought continually and devouily 
to pray. Imaged to us—* surely 
witnessed and effectually signed” to 
us upon true faithand repentance, in 
our baptism, we earnestly desire that 
this state, the spiritual grace of bap. 
tism, may fully take place within us: 
and seeing a full promise, on God's 
part, signed and sealed to us in that 
holy sacrament, we further desire, 
on our part, so to approach the 
Throne of Grace that our prayers 
for the fulfiiment of that promise 
may not be in vain in the Lord ; but 
that “being stedfast in faith, joyful 
in hope, and rooted in charity, we 
may so pass the waves of this trouble 
some world, that finally we may 
come to the land of everlasting life.” 

As a deduction from the two fore- 
going definitions of a sacrament in 
general, and regeneration in patlt 
cular, we think it perfectly cleat 
that baptism is not regeneration, no! 
regeneration baptism ;* and als 
that they are not constituent, parts 
the one of the other. To refer! 
a former illustration, this is as much 
as to say, that a title-deed is nd 
an estate, nor an estate a titles 
deed: nor indeed that they form”) 


* Baptism “is a sign of regenerati 


or new birth.’ Art. XXVII. 
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he slightest degree essential parts 


the one of the other. In ordinary 
-aseS; indeed, a man cannot hold hts 
estate without Its title-deeds ; as a 
man cannot possess regeneration in 
the neglect of the appropriate sacra- 
gent. Buton the other hand, as by 
ayment of the price a man may 
equitably hold an estate, in extraor- 
jinary CASCS, without the title-deeds 
wnexed ; so there may be cases in 
which through faith and repentance 
, man may be really regenerate with- 
out the sacramental sign. Nay, fur- 
her, as the execution of a deed may 
vary inume,and generally does, from 
the equitable possession of the estate 
by payment of its price: so we hold 
that the entrance Into a regenerate 
sate may often and does generally 
vary in ume trom the attestation of 
itby a participation in the sacramen. 
tal rite.* ee 

We have no hesitation In saying, 
thatsuch is the doctrinal view held 
by our Church on the subject of bap- 
ism. Onc only question (and it is 
an important one) remains; which 
is, Whether her dirurgical view is at 
variance with her doctrinal; or whe- 
therin holding her doctrinal we must 
suppress her liturgical view of this 
sacrament, it being cJear that Dr. 
Mant, in @fifarently stating her 
liturgical, has found it necessary to 
suppress her doctrinal sentiments as 
they are contained in her own Ar- 
licles ? 

For our own part, we can most 
unfeignedly assert our belief that the 
doctrine of the Church of England, 
on this important subject, is but one 
throughout all her formularies: that 
she herself is chargeable with no 
real discrepancies with respect to 
this sacrament: that even were such 
tobe proved upon her, they are to 


"See quotation above (p. 181.) from 
Bishop Jewel: “ The parts are not joined 
together in place but in mystery ; and there- 
ore they be often severed, and the one is 
received without the other.” 


Christ. Obsery. No. 172. 
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be found not in her meaning, but in 
the mode of her expressing that 
meaning: and that her expressions, 
even though we may not undertake 
to prove that in all cases they are 
the very best that could have been 
selected, yet, allowins tor human im- 
perfection, are such as to convey her 
intention with sufficient accuracy for 
all practical purposes. 

It is here distinctly to be noted, 
that these discordancies, if they exist 
at all, are to be found in the. very 
service itself, which, as Mr. Scott 
has incontrovertibly proved, makes 
the gift of regeneration in baptism 
Clearly conditional, by the previous 
stipulations and solemn questions put 
to the sponsors, or to the persons 
themselves about to be bapuzed.— 
These questions would be worse than 
idle, if regeneration were inevitably 
to follow, whatever were the answer, 
Aud therefore the question is, Does 
the Church, in spite of her own ex- 
pressed opinion, sul assert the posi- 
live concomitancy of regeneration 
with baptism in those incidental 
phrases of which so much use has 
been made in this controversy? Let 
us examine shortly one or two of 
those phrases which may seem to pre- 
sent the whole difficulty to full view, 

1. The opening exhortation, * to 
call upon God, that he would grant 
this person, or child, that thing which 
by nature «he cannot have, that he 
may be baptized with water and the 
Holy Ghost, &c.” seems to us by no 
means to assert that regeneration 
may not have already taken place. It 
only asserts, that by mature it cannot 
take place; and prays that it may 
take place, as typically by water, so 
really by the Huly Ghost: and that, 
either now or hereafter, there may 
exist that spiritual and divine life in 
the soul which may answer to this 
outward rite, and may render it more 
than «a fruitless emblem, even the 
true sign and seal of inward grace to 
the individual in question. 

2. The whole body of prayers 

2] 
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precisely corresponds to this first 
exhortation, being offered indiscri- 
minately for pardon, faith, holiness, 
fulness, and perseverance In grace 
and everlasting life; all of which 
may be considered as so many parts 
of that thing * which by nature we 
éannot have.” In the prayers then we 
perceive no difficulty : we daily offer 
them up in substance, we trust sin- 
eereiy, tor ourselves and others. 

3. As ihe time of applying the 
water approaches, prayer is most ap- 
propriately redoubled, and in more 
explicit terms, for that grace of which 
the water is so express an emblem. 
«“ Give thy Holy Spirit to these per- 
sons, or infants, that they may be 
born again, aud be made theirs, &c.” 
And then, alter the stipulated an- 
swers, a consecration preyer ensues, 
that God would * sunctily this water 
to the mystical washing uway of sin ;” 
an expression 720f 60 strong as that in 
which Ananias exhorts St Paul to 
‘6 arise and be baptized, and wash 
away bis sins,’? and yet both intimat- 
ing, as We conceive, the same desire, 
that God might sign and seal by 
the “ mystical” washing, or sacra- 
ment of water, the gift of pardon, 
earned indeed only by the blood cf 


Christ, suspended on the terms of 


faith and repentance, but represented 
and assured visibly and formaily by 
this sacrament: which sacrament 
therefore, * where it may be had,” is 
of most indispensable and binding 
obligation, ‘ Sanctily this water to 
the mystical wasbing away of sin.’’ 
‘Let it be a sacre? token of sin 
actually washed away: and let all 
the pre-requisites for remission of sin 
so fully accompany it, that it may be 
an effectual sign and seal of everlast. 
ing salvation to the person therein 
baptized.” 

4. After the administration of the 
rite itself comes the great difficulty 
of all; namely, a declaration tliat the 
person is regenerate: which is et 
different times differently expressed, 
‘as being “ by baptism regenerate,” 
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z aca with the Holy Spiri,” 
ad unto sin, living Unto righteoys. 
ness,’’* “made partaker of the death 
of Christ,” “ made the child of Gog 
by adoption,” grafted into ji, 
church,” &c. Here the divine jit. 
is pretty Clearly expressed : and the 
only question is, Does this so positiye 
introduction of it after the act of bap. 
tism undo aii the conditional stipuj,. 
tions before devised, and pronounce, 
in oblivion of them all, that regene. 
ration and the divine life have now 
absolutely taken place once and {oy 
all in the person baptized? We say, 
Assuredly not. Ana it ts not a ques. 
tion with us, that the Church here 
performs a most justifiable act of 
Christian faith ; and, presuming on 
tbe sincerity of ber own prayers and 
those of the parties concerned, ex. 
presses only an assurance, that on the 
part of God not one of these gvod 
things has failed or shall fali, but that 
all suall Come to pass even to the 
grant of everlasting salvation. 
This matter appears to us so very 
Clear in the case of adult baptism, 
that we are ashamed to detain our 
readers by arguing it out. Taking 
regeneration as the existence of 
a new and divine life in the soul, 
which even on Dr. Mant’s autho 
rity we may well do, is it poss 
ble to understand any thing by 4 
thanksgiving for regeneration in 
this place, but a thanksgiving 10 
God for having brought the person 
to such a good mind, such a stale 
of repentance and faith (evidenced 
by his stipulated answers), as (0 
come voluntarily to this holy bap 
tism, and there receive the ol 
ward token and sure piedge of that 
change from death to life which 


























* Yet inthe Burial Service, as one of ou! 
correspondents well remarks, we PM 
though baptized Christians, and supposed 
regenerate, “ we meekly beseech thee, 0 
Father, to raise us from the death of sil 
unto a life of righteousness ;” another pr 
that we may pray for regeneration to the 
end of our lives. 
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we doubt not has passed upon his 
soul? If we make regenerauon to 
stand for the divine life in the soul, 
33 we believe the Church does, it 
sems the height of absurdity to 
suppose that her thanksgiving after 
baptism for such a grace, means any 
thing else but Its existence there be- 
fore the acl; as, indeed, we think 


yoth Mr. Scott and Mr. Bisdulpn 


hve well demonstrated. Thus the 
ease sands im our minds as to adults. 

But the question remains, with 
respect {O Imianis,in what sense the 
Church here also thanks God for the 
rereneretion of the baptized, and 
gccras 10 assUMe the existence of the 
deine life in their souls, The case 
is pecujiar, and seems to be left un- 
deccrained by the Church itself. 
For it is remarkable, that having set- 
ted the question of the efficacy of 
baptism in her Twenty-sevenoth Ar- 
tile, as it respects adults, on the 
eround of faith and grace previously 
existing, and then confirmed and in- 
creased, she simply adds, ** The bap- 
tism of young children isin any wise 
tobe retained tn the Church, as most 
acreeable with the institution of 
Corist ;;* and no further explanation 
is given. Now, we think ourselves 
quite at liberty to argue from this 
circumstance, that she intended the 
case of infant baptism to stand upon 
the same principle as that of adults. 
Had she intended to make so prodi- 
cious a difference between the two 
cases as that regeneration in one 
should be only a conditional,and in the 
other an absolute and unconditional 
grant, 1s it possible she should have 
Wholly suppressed such an intention ; 
or have left it to be distantly collected 
om uncertain expressions in her 
Baptismal Service; which expres- 
‘ions had, moreover, stood only for a 
‘onditional grant in the former case 
adult baptism? The most rational 
Solution to our minds is, that she 
intended the same thing in both 
Cases: and since it had been settled 
‘controversies as old as the Pela- 
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gian, that the same words were to be 
used in infant and in aduit baptism, 
she seems to have wisely governed 
herself by antiquity on this point,and 
to have employed the same words 
in both cases, and in both cases with 
the same view. 

How, then,ts the conditional thanks- 
giving for infant regeneration to be 
understood by the minister and the 
bystanders? We answer, It is to be 
understood as an expression of confi- 
dence in the mercy of Almighty God 
that he hath not been, and wiil not 
be, wanting “ on his part” in affording 
every means for the full and entire 
regeneration of this infant. The 
plous parent sees in this sacrament 
a seal and token ol all that he exfiects 
from the promises and the mercies of 
God in Jesus Christ. He sees in it 
a coveuant-seal of that pardon and 
free justification which he hopes in- 
deed, through Divine grace, mey be 
granted to all children, whether bap- 
tized or not, dying in their infancy ; 
but which he doubts not, in answer 
to his fervent and faithful prayers, is 
the sure portion of his own. He 
thanks God for the outward and visi- 
ble token of that inward and spiritual 
grace, and for the assurance given 
in this sacrament of a new and spi- 
ritual life, in answer to faithful pray- 
er. He presumes further to expect 
that, in answer to such prayer, and 
through the medium of his iastruc- 
tions, the child “shall lead the rest 
of its life according to this begin- 
ning :”’ andgin contemplation of this 
issue, he undertakes, not rashly but 
as an humble believer, to thank God 
for the event which he anticipates. 
The child in baptism has “the sacra- 
ment of faith,” as St. Austin speaks : 
the parent looks forward in faithful 
and joyful expectation to the reality 
of that faith, of which he is now as- 
sured that the means, on God’s part, 
will not be wanting. He beholds 
afar off, indeed, but in lively hope, 
every feature of the new and divine 
life in the soul of his child; and even 
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gladly anticipates the time when, ac- 
cording to his baptismal prayers, he 
shall at length meet “the children 
that God has given him” in the land 
of heavenly rest, there to dwell to- 
gether with God in life everlasting 
through Jesus Christ. 

If, indeed, it shall appear hereafter 
but too mauifest that the divine ile 
has no existence in the soul of the 
child; if instruction shall be found 
vain, and every effort fruitless, to 
kindle, instrumentaily, the sparks of 
faith and hezvenly Jove within bim ; 
stilla parent will not utterly despair. 
The divine lite not yet imparted may 
be imparted hereafter. The baptis- 
mal prayers, the continued suppli- 
cations and unceasing endeavours, of 
the faithful parent may still at some 
future time take effect. His baptism 
still remains valid as an ordinance: 
and at the hour of regeneration itself, 
the first dawnings of faith and love 
shall be hailed as in connection with 
the seal previously set, and nothing 
shall prevent the now repenting and 
returning convert from taking to bim- 
self{the full privilege of that Christian 
birth, and heavenly adoption, which, 
in reversion, had been then testified 
to him. And with this perfectly 
agree the answers put into the mouth 
of the child, in reference to this very 
yite, In our admirable catechism— 
“‘wherein, (7, ¢. in baptism) I was 
made a member of Christ, a child of 
God, and an inheritor of the kingdom 
of heaven ;” and again, “I heartily 
thank our heavenly Father, who hath 
called me to this state of salvation 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour;”— 
and again, “ being by nature born in 
sin, and the children of wrath, we are 
hereby (2. ¢. by regeneration, the in- 
ward and spiritual grace) made the 
children of grace.” We say, that all 
these answers tend precisely to the 
same point; namely, to put into the 
mouth of the child, now supposed 
capable of instruction, the same lan- 
-guage of faith and hope which before 
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had been adopted by the parent him. 
self. ‘he hope now thought fit to pe 
inculcated on the child, is not indeeg 
the senseless assurance that a niys- 
terious Change had already, uncon¢j. 
tionally, passed on his heart and dig. 
position, in a rite where he had beep 
as wholly passive as the water which 
sprinkled him ; but that, in conside. 
ration of his faith cow supposed gin. 
cere, his resoiutions stedfast, his 
prayers hearty, and bis mind spiritual, 
he may look upon himself as a ney 
creature In Christ Jesus; and thst 
having had the sign and seal in bis 
baplism, and his present feelings tes. 
ifying to the inward and spiritual 
grace existing In his soul, nothing 
need prevent his taking to himself 
the choicest blessings of the new 
covenant of grace, and, as Dr. Mant 
has expressed it, now salely becom. 
ing * filed with all joy and peace in 
believing.” 

After all, should the child, not 
withstanding the faith and prayers of 
the parent and the Church, the sound 
Instructions built on a spiritual cate 
chism, the solemn outward recogni 
tion of his baptismal vows in the rie 
of Confirmation, and all other mieons 
of yrace, Continue to the end,” «| 
appearance, * dead in trespasses 
sins, andobstinately opposed thr h 
a perverse will to every offer oi 1 
vine grace ; we Cannot suli consi 
the thanksgivings at his bapisn « 
wholly lost, much less a mockery of 
the Divine Mijesty “+ Into whats 
ever house ye enter. first say,Peace be 
to this house. And if the son ol peace 
be there, your peace shall rest upon 
it: if not, it shall turn to you again.” 
The thanksgiving, like the invocation 
of faith, shall be accented in behalfol 
the offerer, if not of the object; and 
his ‘prayer shall return into bis 
own bosom.” Neither can we CoM 
ceive it to be in the least degre 
necessary to frame the hypothesis 
of a_ barren, inefficient, external 
regeneration, as much without al 
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evidence a5 without all profit, sup. 
gsed to hove taken piace In every 
individual at baptism, in order to jus- 
tify the hopeful assumpuon of that 
inwatd, legilimate, and effectual 
change represented by it, which, in 
perfect analogy to the Divine pro- 
ceedings, and to the true nature of 
asacrament, may take place at any 
other period in the Christian’s life. 
if for want of a spiritual view of 
their own admirable Liturgy, sub- 
scribed originally by hands little less 
than apostolical, and written, we had 
almost sald, with the blood of its 
compilers, mistaken men take up 
with the most inadequate sense of its 
profound expressions, the fault is 
sureiy not in the Liturgy but in 
themselves. What use has not been 
made by the same persons even of 
the Scriptures! And if for centuries 
tugether, those blessed writings have 
juin bid under a mass of false Inter- 
pretauon, or suffered to pine in truit- 
lessueglect ; what wonder, if for want 
of sullable instruction In the nature of 
aLiturzy built upon them,even good 
men should have sometimes found 
temselves burdened in the use of 
it, and the enemies of the Church 
siould take occasion tor a short-lived 
and inglorious triumph? ‘The ex- 
pressions in Our baptismal, as in 
every other service, are scriptural 
expressions, and intended for the use 
ol spiritual persons. As such we 
believe them to be liable to exactly 
the same abuse, on the principles of 
carnal liberty, with the Scriptures 
themselves ; but capable also of yield- 
ing similar edification in their legiti- 
mate use. The Scriptures embrace 
whole bodies of men under the ap- 
pellation of saints, elect, faithful, &c. 
hot because they intended nothing 
more by those expressions than out- 
Ward official distinctions on the one 
hand; nor because, on the other, 
they meant to assert that every indi- 
vidual “ who named the name of 
Christ, had departed from all iniqui- 
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ty.” They affix peremptorily and 
unreservedly the appropriate grace 
to both the s«ecraments, sometimes 
with little or no guard at all, but an 
implied one; not because they held 
the grace always to foliow the sign, 
nor, on the contrary, because they 
meant to merge the sign; aS Insigni- 
ficant, in the thing signified. Nay, 
St. Paul renders thanks to God for 
whole churches, * because that their 
faith groweth exceedingly, and the 
charity of every one of them all to- 
wards each other aboundeth ;” wien 
we are sure from his other expres- 
sions and his whole doctrine that he 
must have known, at the moment of 
thanksgiving, of some one, and many 
more might be of that class, who 
‘‘had a form of godliness and denied 
the power thereof.’ And even when 
he expresses an undoubted ‘* confi- 
dence,” to appearance, * of this very 
thing, that He who had begun a good 
work in them,.would perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ,” must he 
not have feared that (like that very 
Demas whom he had associated with 
himself in stmnilar congratulations) 
many amongst his most hopeful con- 
verts might afterwards “forsake bim, 
having loved this present world.”— 
The principle, then, most evidently, 
on which such thanks were rendered 
and such confidence expressed. was 
Clearly an hypothetical one: nay, we 
will not say so much hypothetical, 
as a principle of fazth, of strong and 
fervent faith, grounded on the pro- 
mise, ** If thou believest, all thinys 
are possible to him that believeth.” 
It was a strong expression of hope, 
even of * hope tothe end.” It was an 
acceptance of the assurances which 
God had made to him; and even 
when these failed of their accomplish- 
ment, still he was not discouraged 
from laying again the foundations of 
the same hope, building himself up 
again in his most holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Ghost, and believing that 
his very disappointments would work 
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for his good, preserve him in the 
love of God, and in the patient wait- 
ing for Jesus Christ. 

If we belicve that the whole of our 
Liturgy, and particularly of our Bap- 
tismal Service, is built upen the 
same principle, we surely hold noth- 
ing derogatory either to them or their 
compilers. And we are persuaded 
that if they were generally read un. 
der this impression they would bear 
us oul in the view we have taken of 
them. But that we may not confine 
ourselves to generals, we would par- 
ticularly refer to that Interesting ex- 
hortation in the micdle of our Bap- 
tismal Service beginning, * Beloved, 
ye hear in this Gospel the words of 
our Saviour Christ, &c.” as exhibit- 
ing the very spirit and essence of the 
principle for which we now contend, 
and as explicable, we are boid to say, 
upon 70 other principle. Upon what 
other principle, we would only ask, 
ean the Church exhort the gocfatbers 
and godmothers absolutely ‘not to 
doubt, but earnestly believe’? that 
God, as he hath promised, * will give 
unto the child eternal life and” actu- 
ally ** make him partaker of his ever- 
lasting kingdom ;” nay, “ faithfully 
and devoutly to give thanks to God” 
under this impression ¢ 

And if such be the intentions and 
principles of the Church in these her 
several devout expressions, what mat- 
ters it to ask (if we may allude to a dis- 
tinction formerly made) whether or 
not she has so well expressed her 
‘meaning that no form of speech could 
possibly have been better? We are 
not called to impute to her, much 
Jess to prove respecting her, either 
perfection or infallibiltty. But this 
we say, that the more we consider 
the structure of her Baptismal Ser- 
vice, the more reason we discover 
for being satisfied with it. Were the 
‘legal fiction” contained in the ques- 
tion, “ Wilt thou be baptized in this 
faith ??? exchanged for some question 
“in the name of this child,” perhaps 
it might a little clear the intent of 
the church to ordinary apprehensions. 
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But what true friend to the church 
or to sound doctrine would encoyr. 
aye at the present moment the pro. 
posal to alter, were it but a lette; in 
“the FIXED Liturgy, Articles, ang 
Homilies of the Church of Eneiand” 
Who does not sce a surer pledge for 
possessing the words of * truth” on 
the one side, and of “ soberness” oy 
the other, in retaining things precise. 
ly as they are, than in assembling the 
most learned synod of divines in the 
world, ‘oso: voy Beore esr, to settle dif, 
ferences or propose cmendations? 
Perhaps those conversant with many 
modern publications, might be at no 
loss to discover what * party in the 
church” would, alter all, move forthe 
must decisive alteration tin our Liryp. 
gy, Articles, and Homiiies. 

We even question whether an in. 
sertion purporiing Aofe in announce: 
ing the regeneration of the baptized, 
(similar to the hope expressed in our 
Burial Service) would not be a de. 
parture from primitive usage. Allow. 
ing that antiquity, even of the remo. 
test kind, uses the term regeneration 
for baptism, there still would be no 
doubt, if we refer only to the pages 
of Bingham* and Wali on this head, 
that regeneration was used synony- 
mously with the several terms par- 
don, sanctification, adoption, illuni- 
nation renewal or renovation of the 
Spirit, (ro “cvaxceaviCew OF xcetvorrois 4) Sale 
vation, &c. and that the sacrament of 
regeneration was indifferently called 


* The mention of this learned name may 
afford us an opportunity for subjoining Ai 
testimony in regard to the opinion of anti- 
quity, on Dr. Mant’s grand position of bap- 
tism bemg inseparable in ail cases from 
its grace. St. Austin calls it the sa- 
crament of grace and absolution, rather 
than grace and absolution itself: because 
wicked men may receive the sacrament 
of baptism, but they cannot receive the 
grace itself which is absolution or re- 
mission: for God grants that to none but 
those who turn to him with a sincere faith 
and true repentance. [Whenever therefore 
the ancients call baptism by the name of abst. 
lution. they are to be understord with this limr 
tation ; that it ts so ouly to those wh» are wor 
thy receivers of it.” Antiquities Book xi.¢.J. 
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the sacrament of faith, repentance, 
conversion, &c. From this circum- 
stance it is impossible but the an- 
cients must also have uniformly as- 
sumed all these several Changes or 
acts to have taken place at.bapusm ; 
and, we muy readily imagine, would 
render thanks to God for them in 
very much the same terms as we 
pow do. And this might enable us 
incidentally to account for the prac- 
tice of antiquity in calling frofessors 
of the faith, by the tile ofregenerate, 
or us we should say Caristian ; 
while, at other times, both in the 
apostolical wriiings and those of all 
the approved fathers, expr esslons out 
of number occur which intimate the 
possibility of these outward profes- 
sors wanting every single feature of 
the divine life. The truth to us is 
most clear, that the whole was hypo- 
thetical; and that neither the early 
fathers nor our own reformers, in 
iheir most positive assumptions of 
‘rereneration’? at baptism, or in 
their thanksgivings for lh, ever meant 
doctrinally to assert that the change 
corresponding to that name really 
and undeviatingly took place at the 
instant of administering the outward 
tite, any more than they meant to 
assert that an infant in arms at the 
moment of aspersion literally had 
“faith,” was *enlightened’’ or * con- 
verted,” 

ifwe might be allowed to obtrude 
one single observation more on the 
jaded attention of our readers, before 
we come to our concluding remarks, 
it should be on the strong and irre- 
fravable foundation which is here 
laid for the justification of our church, 
in common with almost all sound and 
approved antiquity, in the use of in- 
fant baptism. Bapusm isa sign and 
scal of the faith and hope of Chris- 
tlans (cheayis, signaculum fidei,) a 
picture and pledge, to be used in 
hope, of the favour and grace of Al- 
mighty God vouchsafed to the per- 
son baptized. To use it in this man- 
her we believe to be honouring the 
ordinance ef Christ; and to neglect its 
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use, under this view of it, we believe 
to pour conlempt upon one of the 
most sacred instituulons that Christ 
has ordained in his church. Hence 
there can be no doubt that the hum- 
ble Christian would choose the very 
first warrantable opportunity for pay- 
ing that testimony of respect and 
obedience to his Divine Master.. 
Now we will not say how complete 
a warrant is obtained to this practice 
from infant circumcision, because we 
seem scarcely to need a scriptural 
precedent in sucha case. We think 
scriptural frinciples decide it. We 
would only ask, at what time a pa- 
rent’s faith and hope for his chiid, 
both with regard to its justification 
and its sanctification,may commence? 
Are limits set-to the period at which 
the renovating change may be hoped 
for and expected, in answer to prayers 
in the believing parent’s offspring ? 
Has not our blessed Lord himself 
determined this most important ques- 
tion, when he declares, ** Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven??? And on the 
child’s eventually growing up to rea- 
son and voluntary action, is it ever 
too early to Aofe, when words shall 
be found expressive of its ideas, that 
its lisping accents may be accepted 
us true prayer; that its fauhering 
profession in the creed “I believe” 
may be known by the Searcher and 
Framer of hearts to proceed from a 
true faith; or that out of its hesi- 
tating and half-uttered resolution of 
obedience, “ Yes, verily, and by God’s 
help so I will, ” may be * ordained 
strength” sufficient “to still the 
enemy and the avenger?” Surely, 
if the answer we expect be returned 
to these questions, can it ever be too 
early for the faithful parent to sign 
and seal his hopes, and confer on his 
child the outward and visible sign of 


that inward and spiritual grace of 


which he believes it capable? 

We do not say,nor does the Church, 
that baptism is a sive gud non, in all 
cases, of the salvation or even rerenr- 
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ration of the child. Cruel had been 
the church of old, if she thought so, 
in fixing certain times only for the 
baptism of children: cruel were our 
Own in permitting only ministers to 
confer it, But, on the contrary, we 
think that parent must be endued 
with peculiar feelings (except in the 
case of a mistaken point of con- 
science) who could contentedly rest 
while his child was growing up un- 
conformed, in a most material out- 
ward point, to a dying, buried, and 
risen Saviour ; or who could follow 
him to an early tomb, unblessed 
through his own voluntary neglect 
with this sacrament of Christ’s ap- 
pointment, the outward sign aud seal 
of a better and joyful resurrection. 
Surely, the comparative “iunocency” 
of that tender age, which our Saviour 
Carist “exbortetb all men to foilow” 
seems instiictively to point it out, as 
of allages the most suitable for in- 
dulging the bopes, and exercising 
the faith respecting i belore des- 
cribed ; and for assigning to it, in an 
expressive sacrament, the purity, of 
which that age itself had been refer- 
red to by our Lord as a Itving em- 
blem of still greater significancy. 
The single point of edification, se- 
cured more effectually, it may be 
thought, by a mature and open con- 
fession of faith (though no where 
said to be essential to a sacrament, ) 
yet is abundantly provided for by 
our church in that most profitable 
rite of Confirmation, when properly 
used, not shamefully abused as it too 
often is. If necessary we might 
make even our enemies speak to the 
value of this ordinance as a legiti- 
mate appendage to Infant baptism ;* 
but we must furego all further en- 
largement. 

We feel it our duty to say a few 
words in conclusion upon the general 
nature and tendency of Dr. Mant’s 
two tracts, particularly that on Re- 


* See the invaluable treatise of Baxter 
en “ Confirmation and Restauration the ne- 
cessary means of Reformation and Recon- 
ciliation.” 
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generation, to which our readers owe 
this lengthened discussion ; and also 
on the conduct of the society which 
has made itself responsible for their 
tenets, 

After all that we have advanced op, 
this subject, we feel ourselves fuliy 
justified in pronouncing on this pub. 
lication as erroneous, pernicious, and 
ill-advised in the highest degree, 

1. The errors of these tracts are 
so obvious that, except for a certain 
imposing, plausible alacrity, and easy 
volubility of style. it seems to us im. 
possible that they shouid not strike 
the most ordinary apprehension. [ft 
is no credit to the boasted depth of 
reading or thinking of the present 
age, that these tracts have obtained 
the stamp and currency they now 
bear. They possess neither infor. 
mation, reasoning, nor the common. 
est consistency. Their utmost boast 
is a Skiitu! appeal to Certain mlscop- 
ceived expressions in our Liturgy 
and Articles, and a very few misua, 
derstood authorities which apparent. 
ly support Dr. Mant’s views. The 
old principle of literal interpretation, 
“ This is my body,” which has caused 
the death of thousands at the stake, 
is revived in its full force, ** Baptism 
is rezeneration.”? ‘ Wherein | was 
made a member of Christ.’ “ He 
saved us by the washing of regenera 
tion.”?  * Words cannot be plainer.” 
“« Why should we resort to a forced, 
an unnatural, and a presumptuous 
construction to supply us from a dis- 
tance with the uncertain shadow of a 
biessing, when the plainest and most 
easy interpretation of our Saviout's 
[and the church’s] words places the 
substance immediately in our hands ? 
p. 29. Is Dr. Mant here defending 
baptismal regeneration, it may well 
be asked, or transubstantiation ? 

In the development of his views 
we do not find that Dr, Mant has 
fairly attempted to meet one diff- 
cully, or to explain one opposing 
sentiment, not only in the autho- 
rities he has referred to, but ever 
in the church formularies them: 
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selves. Has he reconciled at least 
the affparently conditional interroga- 
torles yetore bapusm, with the un- 
aditional grant which he maintains 
of the spiritual grace afterwards ? 
\». Has he explained in what sense 
we seem absolutely to promise the 
baptized eternal life, as well as rege- 
nerattody in that sacrament? No, 
Hisne reconctied the liturgical views 
of our Courch with those which they 
gem 0 contradict, particularly in 
ne Twenty-fiftn Article? No. He 
his leftevery difficulty without ex- 
cepiion to shift for itself. 

We venture, without fear of con- 
tradiction, to uffirm, that these tracts 
pery a perfect ignorance of the very 
nature and first rudiments of a sacra- 
ment. Tiney do not adhere to the 
same view of it for two pages toge- 
ther. The predominant language is, 
that the Sign zs the thing signified; 
baptism is regeneration; which is 
avout a8 Correct as to say that a pic- 
tue is aman, or a pair of globes the 
heaven and the earth. At other 
times, itis true, baptism only con- 
veys regeneration, &c. But the 
popish error, and as it should seem 
feculiar conceit of Dr. Mant, is, that 
the sacrament, to be valid, must 
always have the grace attending it. 
And then we understand the reason- 
ing as follows ;—Every baptism law- 
fully administered is valid: but eve- 
ty valid baptism has the grace attend- 
ing it; therefore every lawful baptism 
las the grace necessarily attending 
i, As an inevitable consequence 
irom this extraordinary syllogism it 
‘ollows, that should a robber, or mid- 
hight assassin, have had the good 
fortune to have deferred his baptism 
0 the moment of execution, no 
power In heaven or in earth can pre- 
vent his receiving saving grace in 
We rite of baptism, should a lawful 
Pest be at hand even forcibly to 
auminister i.® We take the extrem- 

* This is indeed smoothing the way to 


iS ae - 
thieves and robbers, and laying the foun- 


von for many “happy deaths of high- 
Waymen,” 


Christ. Obsery. No. 172. 
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est, and indeed an horrible case: be» 
Cause it does not appear to us that 
any can be too strong for Dr. 
Mant’s principles, as he has here 
stated them. He has not inserted one 
excepting clause in his whole work, 
and it does not indeed admit of any. 

We ventue further to say, that 
the system is perfectly contradictory, 
and manitestly self-destructive. Re- 
generation at one time is made to 
consist in privileges which may be 
forfeited by an improper conduct or 
state of mind: at another time it con- 
sists zm that good state of mind and 
heart itself which would best secure 
those privileges. At one time, we 
hear “that a change of heart, as cone 
version, renovation, and the like,” 
may take place before baptism : at 
another time, on Hooker’s authority 
misunderstood, we are told, that 
‘“ baptism is a step which to our 
sanctification here hath not any be- 
fore it.” Nay, by a most singular 
absurdity, we are told, that renovae 
tion, which, according to Dr. Mant, 
is the renewal of regenerating grace, 
may take place before regeneration 
itself!* And to conclude all, having 
written his whole tract to prove u7- 
qualified regeneration at baptism, we 
find even Dr. Mant himself irresisti- 
bly rising up against Dr. Mant, and 
talking—-once talking—of  gualifi- 
cations for regeneration.” 

This inconsistency of the tracts 
with themselves may be proved to 
any length. That Dr. Mant is totally 
at variance with all sound antiquity, 
in separating the ideas of renewal, 
conversion, faith, repentance, &c. 
from that of regeneration, we have 
sufficiently demonstrated. This, how- 
ever, is of less consequence, as these 
tracts do not pretend to the science 
of antiquity : and both they and we 
are agreed on the propriety of de- 


* Dr. Mant seems to us to have hastily 
adopted the different and often opposing 
notions of various systems, and put them 
together without conrection in his own,— 
Hence Dr Mant’s own system must be 
considered as perfectly unique. 


2h 
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clining any rigid appeal to that au- 
thority. Butit mustexcite surprise to 
perceive, that the very few. authori- 
ties, of whatever kind er age, to 
which Dr. Mant 4as appealed, are 
not only inconciusive, but, like his 
own reasonings, make for the most 
pert against himself; and that he 
muy even be overthrown by his own 
quotations, 

For instance: the hackneyed quo- 
tation from Justin Martyr, which he 
brings in proof of his unconditional 
gerabt of regeneration at baptism, 
nevertheless informs us “ whvuever 
are persuaded and believe the things 
we say to be true, and undertake to 
five accordingly, are led to water and 
regenerated, &e.’—_Does Dr. Mant 
ecntend for sanctification in ali cases 
of baptism? He alleges the passage 
of St. Austin, that “znfanrs die only 
to original sin.”’—Does he wish to 
prove that the grece always accompa- 
nies the sign? He quotes Latimer, 
and Noel comparing baptism to the 
Lord’s Supper, in which latier sacra- 
ment the grace is confessedly depen- 
dent on the faithfulness of the receiv- 
er.—Does he understand * that the 
regenerate are not only those who 
live a Christian life, but that also 
all those are so regencrated to 
whom baptism Is rightly administer- 
ed?” He bad been quoting but the 
leaf before the definition of the re- 
generate from Bishop Taylor: **Our 
whole life is spiritual, religion our 
employment, heaven the object of 
eur bopes, &c.”—Does he wish to 
prove the same absolute necessity for 
water the instrument, as for the Spi- 
rit the efficient principle of regenera- 
tion He quotes Bishop Beveridge, 
who mukes a distinct difference be. 
tween them: “As we cannot be born 
of water without the Spirit, so neither 
can we, in an ordinary way, be born 
of the Spirit without water.”—We 
have already seen him at direct vari. 
ance witb his own quotation from the 
immortal Hooker.—And to mention 
but one thing more of the same na- 
ture, though infinitely beyond the 
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rest to our mind in bluntness of per. 
ception, and really almost incredibje. 
does Dr. Mant profess to find «, 
perfect harmony”? maintained jn the 
Church Articles with Ais view of the 
Liturgy? He quotes a definition of 
“regenerate” from the Ninth, which 
expressly makes it synonymous with 
“those that believe and are bap- 
tized ;” and from the Twenty-seventh 
makes baptism to be a “ confirma. 
tion of faith,” which he has never 
once made even a pre-requisite jp 
order to receive baptism rightly! 
The errors of this publication are jp. 
deed so numerous and palpable, tha 
we are really trifling with the time 
and patience of our readers, further 
to insist upon them. ° 

2. A more serious Charge which, 
in common with Mr. Scott and Mr. 
Biddulph, we feel ourselves bound to 
urge against this work, is, that it hag 
a most frernicious tendency, only 
bounded, we must add, by the slender 
currency which we can ULTIMATELY 
anticipate for statements so manifest. 
ly irrational and contradictory. Their 
main tendency seems to us, doctr- 
nally, to be, that of doing away en- 
tirely from the Christian system the 
necessity of faith, or rather spiritual 
religion generally;—all, in short, that 
distinguishes a soul born of God, 
and united to the Saviour, and led 
by the Spirit, from a decent for- 
malist in religion. The neglect of 
this distinction is the great prac- 
tical heresy of every age, and of an 
ave of outward tranquillity in par 
ticular. So that the errors of Dr. 
Mant are precisely those which 
would sap the foundation of all 
vital piety. Waterland, with whose 
prodigiously ingenious speculations 
we are ashamed to compare this 
publication, had, it is true, in the 
case of infants, told us that they 
were ‘justified, that is regenerated, 
in baptism, without either faith o 
works; and, in the most unguard: 
ed sentence perhaps he ever wrote, 
asks, ** What oceasion for disturbing 
Christians now with the questo? 
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whether good works go before jus- 
ification or not? Are we not all of 
us, OF nearly all, ten thousand to one, 
baptized in infancy, and therefore re- 
generated and justified of course, 
gc.2* But Dr. Mant goes beyond 
this However dangerous and un- 
churchmanlike it may be, to say even 
that infants are justified without 
ith, when the very sacrament Is a 
sacrament of faith, and their faith is 
presupposed in the service itself; 
yet the application of the case to 
adults, and generally to all baptized 
persons, has, we suppose, never been 
left so open and unguarded by any 
Protestant writer before Dr. Mant; 
we will not except even Archdeacon 
Yardley and the Country Clergyman. 
Inshort, the system altogether must 
be considered as the most awful sur- 
render, ever made by a Protestant, of 
the great doctrine of justification by 
faith, and the virtual substitution in 
its room of justification by baptism. 
And it is a singular fact, as well as a 
distressing evidence of the correct- 
ness of our conclusion, that in Dr, 
Mant’s first studied definition of con- 
version, on which the whole system 
inhis second tract is built, he entirely 
omits the idea of faith: sorrow for 
sin, repentance, purposes of amend- 
ment, the use of ordinances, a change 
of heart and life, with perseverance, 
are its only conditions ; and not one 
word is said of reliance on the atone- 
ment, or reference by faith to that 
blood of Christ “which cleanseth 
from all sin,’ any more than if the 
name of Christ, or the doctrine of his 
redemption had never been heard of. 
We consider this to be of the essence 
ofthe present system. And if this 
isnot “denying the very foundation 
of faith,’ and levelling the very fabric 
of Christianity to the ground, we 
must go to another than Hooker 
lor a definition of that act. View- 
‘ng itin this serious light ourselves, 


| ¥e should be wanting in our first 


* View of Justification. 
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duty were we to fail of presenting it 
in the strongest light we are capable 
of to our readers: and never whilst 
we have a voice to raise in the cause 
of our common faith, shall we fail, 
as we hope, in doing our utmost to 
oppose this fatal system, and to warn 
the Christian world how they suffer 
notions privily to enter in which may 
have all the effect of the worst heresy, 
even that of “denying*the Lord that 
bought them.”—lIt is very true, that 
once or twice in the course of the 
tract In question, meftion is made of 
the blood of the Redeemer ; and, at 
the end, we have the unintelligibie 
phrase of “repenting through faith 
in the bleod of the Redeemer.” But 
what treatment is this for that grand 
doctrine to which we owe ail our 
hopes as Christians, all our privi- 
leges as Protestants; for which con- 
fessors wrote, and martyrs bled; and 
of which the Popish Gardiner himself 
allowed, that if that doctrine were 
once adnnited, nothing else could be 
kept out of the church of all he most 
dreaded. That prelate saw with suf- 
ficient clearness, that the true hinge 
of Protestantism was justification by 
faith alone in the merits of Christ. 
We do not wish, indeed, to fasten 
upon Dr. Mant the charge of any 
injurious intention with respect to 
doctrines of which we unfeignedly 
believe he does not see the real ten- 
dency. We feel it more difficult 
to acquit him of an intention to dis- 
countenance, what these tracis are 
directly and unquestionably calcu- 
lated to discountenance, spiritual* 


* We would have Dr. Mant look to thé 
correctness of his printing. ‘The running 
title in p. 60, is “a spiritual and instanta- 
neous conversion not necessary for Chris- 
tians ;” a mistake which really misled us 
for some moments as to Dr. Mant’s avowci 
of the real tendency of his system. As to 
the word special, we do not thoroughly un- 
derstand Ass use of it: the theological use 
of it we have always taken to be confined 
to that grace by which we are really made 
Christians, as distinguished from ordinary 
and external grants. ‘* By thy special grace 
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religion, and vital godliness. For, 
after all, what does his system come 
to? To this—that spiritual religion 
is either every where, or no where; 
either that baptism confers the prin- 
ciple on all,or that there is no such 
principle necessary to be conferred 
on any.. Now it is, in good truth, 
absurd to talk of any spiritual change 
effected in a// at haptism. It is im. 
possible that Dr. Mant, or any one 
else should believe it. [t is a must 
manifest “jrotestatio contra factum ;” 
a denial of all experience, and inca- 
pable of any kind of rational evidence. 

How then does the reasoning stand { 
Regeneration, argues Dr. Mant, is 
given to all at baptism. But it is 
manifest that after baptism, all have 
not spiritual religion ; indeed, that 
none have it without the same in- 
struction as if there had been no pre- 
vious regeneration. Therefore re- 
generation cannot be spiritual reli. 
gion: nor has the latter, on this new 
system, any real existence but in the 
disordered imagination of brainsick 
fanatics. Our readers will excuse 
the form we adopt to give them a 
clearer idea of what we mean. In 
fact, the system is little more than an 
adoption of the principles of natural 
religion, and the natural conscience, 
into Christianity. Itamounts to this, 


preventing us, thou dost put into our minds 
good desires, &c.” says our Collect for 
Easter-day, when we may imagine some- 
thing to be hinted at respecting our new 
birth and resurrection with Christ. We 
consider regenerating grace to be special 
grace. And further, we consider the sa- 
crament of regeneration to be also the sacra- 
ment of conversion: nor do we think that 
Dr. Mant’s separation of the words can be 
otherwise helped out, than by something 
similar to a third sacrament of penance, or, 
if he please, conversion ; to which we will 
ailiow him to affix a new kind of special 
grace. Even our catechism distinctly in- 
structs us, that we cannot ‘walk in the 
coramandments of God, nor serve him 
without his special grace, which we must 
Tearn at all times to eall for by diligent 
“prayer.” 
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that baptism secures to usa recep. 
tion of our imperfect woiks ana fiaij 
principles of nature, imo favour with 
God, through the merits of Christ, 
It makes baptism a kind of seal to the 
mitigated law of Christianity ; and 
mere pledge that, such as we are if 
we do our best, and use the assistonce 
which will be in due time afforded 
us, we shall conunue in the state of 
justification obtained at baptism, {um 
which nothing but mortal sin (a erm 
which, to Protestants, meams hotbiny) 
can ever exclude us. We put it 1g 
the common vense of our readers 
whether any thing else can be men, 
by a sort of grace whicit Is purtici. 
pated by ald baptized persons with. 
out exception; and then we ask, 
whether any thing can be more des. 
tructive of all true spirituality of 
mind, all genuine conversion and de. 
votion of the heart to God, every 
thing that virtually distinguishes the 
true Christian from a world lying in 


. wickedness, than this system? itis 


in fact a desecration of all that js 
most boly and undefiled in the reli- 
gion of Christ, even to its very words 
and denominations. It is a revival of 
the system of the Arian Dissenter of 
the last century, to whom Mr. Scoit 
properly alludes, and who, we hum 
bly trust, has received a full confuta 
tion in our own pages,* We must, 
at the same time, acknowledge that 
even in Ais statements, the mere 
titular seuse given to the words holy, 
faithful, sanctified, elect, regenerate, 
adopted, &c. appears less calculated 
to annihilate their spiritual meaning 
than the view which is taken of them 
in the pages of cur modern publice 
lion. 

The second tract of Dr. Mant 
seems to us to be more particulatly 
calculated to give the death-blow 0 
all serious views and just feelings 
in religion. It seems to us to have 
so completely identified true with 
false fire, rational with — irrationd 


* See VoL for 1807. pp. 5,77, && 
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devotion, that it would require a 
very discerning eye to separate 
them ; and whatis sull rarer, a very 
sirong mind indeed to bear the laugh 
in which such statements will in- 
evitably involve the soundest prac- 
tice of religion, if sincere and con- 
sistent, With the most unsound. Dr. 
Mant cannot surely forget that the 
quarrel of ungodly men is with the 
sincere and consistent professor and 
practiser ofan humble, self-denying, 
and self-devoted religion. They 
easily look over incidental excen- 
tricities in the prosecution of their 
deadly and implacable hatred against 
a steady and an holy profession, 
which puts them to shame for their 
unrighteous deeds. And whilst Dr. 
Mant is exposing, as he thinks, the 
vagaries of Wesley and Whitfield, 
now more than half a century old, 
the contemners of all religion are 
clapping him on the back, and wel- 
coming this unintentional ally to 
their interests, in the persuasion that 
the course pursued by him serves to 
hold up the very doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, and the practice connected 
with them, to present scorn and de- 
rision. We repeat it, we do not 
accuse Dr. Mant of such intentions. 
We are only surprised that a person 
not wholly unacquainted with human 
nature, or even with parochial minis- 
trations, should not see the tendency 
ofhisown writings. We turn with dis- 
gust from that moral lazar-house, in 
which (p. 78,) with feelings some- 
what different from those who went 
backward to cover their father’s 
shame, he opens to view, whilst he 
exaggerates, the * disgrace’’ of his 
fellow-Christians. If the exposure 
Were, at any time necessary, at least 
we cannot think that ‘“ the ghastly 
spasms,’ “ heartsick agonies, con- 
Vulsions, epilepsies, demoniac phren- 
sles,” &c. &c. of the poet (p. 78) are 
lairly applicable to the modern state of 
aby even of our sectaries.—Laving- 
ton’s Enthusiasm of Methodism, af- 
fords but bad common places to a 
ludicious divine of subsequent ages. 
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And if Dr. Mant really means to as- 
sociate those whom he would nick- 
name the Evangelical Clergy with 
such excesses, we can only pity and 
pray for him, and, in their name, 
heartily forgive him. Aud even as 
respects other persons, we must con- 
fess that we do not consider even the 
most enthusiastic proceedings of the 
present day as amongst the worst 
possible exhibitions of human nature, 
nor such as should alone have led to 
the burst of indignation, from our 
once-warmed preacher ;— 


“ O miserable mankind, to what fall 
Degraded, to what wretched state re- 
served !"—p. 79. 

Indeed, we must own we should not 
envy that man who could walk the 
streets of some crowded population, 
and contentedly hear the bursts of 
profane mirth and hellish uproar,issu- 
ing from the various haunts of profli- 
gacy and vice as he passes along, 
whilst, perhaps, he never utters a 
sigh, or stays his step, till he arrives 
at the door of some licensed hovel, 
where a few deluded mortals, the 
most * degraded” and “ wretched” 
of their species, are met together, 
with coarse harmony, and coarser 
doctrine, to celebrate the praises of 
their Redeemer, and refresh their 
weekly labours with a short anticipa- 
tion of heavenly rest: and there, pos- 
sibly, can wail his opportunity to in- 
sult and deride their homely but fer- 
vent devotions. 


Who would not weep, if such aman there bef 


Far be from us the thought that Dr, 
Mant would thus act, or thus feel. 
But we putitto Dr. Mant’s own con- 
science, whether the influence of his 
tract, fairly acting on a bold, carnal, 
and somewhat Aating mind, would 
not be such as to lead almost certain. 
ly to the reality which we have here 
portrayed. 

But we find ourselves wandering 
from our subject, and giving too 
much time toa portionof Dr. Mant’s 
performance to which we did not 
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wish to allude, except to illustrate 
the views which we have strongly 
taken up of the unavoidable tenden- 
cy of his baptismal scheme. The in- 
discriminate assumption of regene- 
racy on the part of all classes and de- 
nominations in society, who have 
received legal] baptism, seems tous 
to contain in it a positively inex- 
haustible fund of moral mischief ; 
and we can have no doubt in our 
own minds that it was a knowledge of 
that mischief, amongst other things, 
which led our reformers first, and, 
after them, our most rational and 
sound cdivines to the present time, to 
forego the strict application of the 
term regenerate, even sacramen- 
tally, to all baptized persons; and 
rather to adopt the spirit, than what 
was in a great degree the letter, 
of orthodox antiquity on this head. 
Since the period referred to, there 
has been always a scruple in the use 
of this term: and with different de. 
grees of strength in their opinions of 
the efficacy of the sacraments, we 
believe very few, if any, are to be 
found, who fairly reduce them to the 
old and corrupt footing of the ofue 
ofieratum, Our Church, as we have 
abundantly proved, steers, as usual, 
a wise and moderate course ; and to 
her, taking the whole of her testi- 
mony, we fearlessly appeal. As for 
uther authorities, we do not see why 
Archbishop Tillotson is not as good 
to us as the Bishopof Hippo; or the 
eolden-mouthed prelate of Down and 
Connor, as the illustrious Joho of 
Constantinople. 

8. What we have further to add, 
under this head, is only a remark on 
the i//-advised and ill-judging nature 
of Dr.Mant’s presenteffort to broach, 
anew, doctrines which must of neces- 
sity disturb the peace of the church, 
by reviving old contentions, and un- 
settling questions, which almost 
every divine since the Reformation 
had been labouring to compose ina 
quiet and peaceable way for all par- 
ties. Dr. Mant, we undertake to say, 
will never be able to prove his point. 
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We rather predict that he wi} not 
attemptit. But, in the mean time it 
Is but too apparent what the publica. 
tion of these tracts will and must dg 

To the Pafist they will vive ‘tg 
ther handle, a long-desired handle 
for identilying our profession of faith 
with his own, in that most materj,) 
doctrine of the sacraments. Tho 
words ** by the faithful’’ have always 
barred his attempts on the catechism, 
with respect to the Lord’s supper, 
But what bar has Dr. Mant afforded 
with respect to the other sacrzment? 
This fiotnt once granted, all the reg 
will follow by long, but sure, deduction, 

To the Protestant Dissenter they 
will afford a solid and tangible ground 
of justification in his departure from 
the fold of the church. No one can 
Dlame another for a total separation 
of communion upon so substantial a 
ground asa difference respecting the 
essence of the sacraments. 

To the Baptist in particular, what 
can be a more acceptable service 
than the assertion of saving grace ab- 
solutely bestowed in infant baptism, 
without any reference to ‘ repent: 
ance, whereby we forsake sin; or 
faith, whereby we stedfastly believe 
the promises of God made tous in 
that sacrament ?”’ 

To the vacillating or insincere 
friend of the Establishment, can any 
thing be more opportune than the 
apparent demonstration of an error 
sufficient to oblige every honest mat, 
who believes the contrary, to quit ils 
ranks, seeing it holds not only ut 
safe but unscriptural doctrine ? 

Each of the three last named 
classes, Dr. Mant may reckon upon 
as his firm allies in this most hazard: 
ous conflict. They will rejoice to 
fasten on the church the sentimenis 
he has attributed to her.* 


* That we are not mistaken in this sugges: 
tion, is sufficiently clear from the fact of Dr. 
Mant’s having referred to the authority of 
the Non-conformist Ministers, who asset’ 
ed, by way of justifying their non-conform: 
ity, that “the church clearly teaches the doc 
trine of areal baptismal regeneration.” Our 
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To the sizcere and faithful son of 
the church, can any thing be more 
alling and distressing than the alle- 
ation, not only of inconsistency, but 
of positive and irreconcileable con- 
rariety, in her most sacred formula- 
ries? Dr. Mant, in the strictest and 
truest sense, has “in herage left her 
nuked to her enemies.” He has 
brought ber, on his own principles, 
into a convicted repugnancy with 
herself, from which he has not made 
even a shew of extricating her. And 
the utmost satisfaction that her sons 
can now obtain (except indeed the 
rejection of Dr. Mant as her expoun- 
der) is the meek endurance of that 
ancient calumny that she possesses a 
Popish Liturgy, Culvinistic Articles, 
and an Arminian clergy; and the ac- 
ceptance of her support from a state, 
to one of whose most eminent prime 
ministers she is indebted for that re- 

roach on her character. 

Wecertainly cannot regard this as 
ajudicious and well-advised proceed- 
ing on the part of the author of these 
acts. Nor can we think that our 
shurch is to be benefited by a disco- 
very, in the 19th century, that her 
services, framed in the 16th, are not 
yet fundamentally understood ; and 
that a long series, nay whole geneéra- 
tions, of her most faithful ministers 
havebeen mistaken in their use. Sure- 
ly it will be difficult at last to escape 
irom the severe canon of criticism on 
iinor points, “ si nolis intelligi, debes 
negligi.” 

But this leads us to the Iast topic 
we had to embrace in this article, 
hamely, some short hints on the part 
unfortunately taken in this contro- 
versy by the Society fer promoting 
Christian Knowledge. That it has 
taken a part in it at all will be news 
of heavy import in the ears, we doubt 
hot, of many of the best friends, both 
ef the Society and the Church. We 
deeply lament for ourselves, that the 
readers will scarcely believe that Dr. Mant 


sould have been so unguarded as to use 
auch authority. 
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* quietness, sobriety, and peace” of 
the church should have been violated 
in what ought to have been their sanc- 
tuary ; ‘and that a society hitherto 
only known by her services to the 
cause of religion at home and abroad, 
always harmless and when known 
always respected, should now start 
forth into a new character, and give 
her first demonstrattons of renovated 
life by thrusting the torch of discord 
into the church of which she has been 
hitherto only the convenient and 
faithful agent. 

Indeed, we apprehend that she has 
been acting against her own princi- 
ples in the production of the tracts 
in question. We are no further ac. 
quainted with the principleson which 
her district committees are framed, 
than as we have collected them {rom 
the well known papers marked A, B, 
C,and D. Now in paper B we find 
the distinct and definite objects of 
the several district committees, to 
be confined to the distribution of the 
Society’s books, the obtaining of sub- 
scriptions, and the collection and 
transmission of local information. 
On turning, however, to the dedica- 
tion of Dr. Mant’s tracts, we find 
them addressed to the president, 
members, and secretary of the Salop 
District Committee, as having been 
‘published in deference to their 
judgment, and in compliance with 
their request.”” Referring again te 
paper B, we there find no opinion 
asked, no judgment admitted with 
reference to any books proposed for 
general circulation; but only a faith. 
ful and zealous activity required in 
promoting ##s means of circulating 
religious books (doubtless its own 
books) at ome, and of imparting the 
Gospel to foreign countries. We 
conceive that a departure trom this 
prescribed rule of conduct must eh- 
viously strike the commonest mind 
as of the worst consequence. If each 
individual country committee is to 
give its own unauthorized émprimea- 
tur to books and pamphlets and «il! 
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kinds of publications ; not only does 
it assume a liberty not granted tothe 
Board itself in Bartlett’s Buildings, 
but it lays the Society open at once 
to the wildest and most dangerous 
inconsistency in its proceedings.— 
The Commitee of Sulop sanctions, 
we wili say, popish doctrine; the 
committee in Essex may sanction, we 
will sey, Calvinistic ; another com- 
mitice becomes possessed of a majori- 
ty of concealed Socinians zm the 
church (four or more subscribing or 
corresponding members of the Soci- 
ety may form with episcopal sanction 
such a committee) and straightway 
through the land, anew edition of 
Lindsey’s Appeal comes forth, pub- 
lished in deference to the judgment, 
and in compliance with the request 
of the presidents, members, and se- 
cretary of the District Com- 
mitiee of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge. Is this a liber- 
ty tv be desired? Or will the Society 
in London feel herself honoured by 
the honest judgments and hberal 
opinions of tier several varying Coun- 
try members? We think that the 
jnjudicious dedication should at least 
be struck out of all future editions 
of these tracts; and if names are re- 
quired to give weight to their con- 
tenis, let the names at least not owe 
their weight to the most unconstitu- 
tional measure of inserting the title 
of a Society which ought to disclaim 
their officious interference. 

But the Society itself has since 
adopted the judgment of her country 
committee as her own, and the tracts 
in question stand on ber own list. 
Such a measure is perfectly within 
the exercise of ber constitutional 
powers. And the only question that 
now remains for consideration 1s, 
how far she has discreetly acted in 
adopting this controversial tract ; and 
how far her constitution is altogether 
blameless which enables ber to give 
such a tract, af will, unlimited cir- 
culation. 

Controversial many of her tracts 
have been, and nece$surily must be. 
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That is not the point. The point jg 
how tar controversy on church oues. 
tions should be embraced by a Socie. 
ty which comprehends the church ag 
a wioie; and how far she is warrant. 
ed in making attacks upon certain 
assigned parts of the national Clergy ? 
She tells us, through Dr. Mant, that 
“his view 1s agreeable, he conceives 
to the opinion of the generality of 
the national clergy.” We believe 
the Contrary : we believe that were 
the national clergy canvassed one by 
one, at least those who ever pretend 
to bave thought upon the subject, a 
large majority would be ashamed of 
Dr.Manv’s errors when fairly brought 
befure them. But who is to be un. 
pire? The Society in Bartlets 
Buildings? If so, by what right 
The Society, moreover, informs us, 
through the same medium, with sur. 
prise mingled with some degree of 
indignation” that ... “in the very 
bosom of the church there are men 
who have pledged themselves most 
solemnly to the support of her doc. 
trines, and who arrogate to them. 
seives the distinction of being her 
only faithful sons, whose preaching, 
nevertheless, is in irreconcileable op. 
position to her unequivocal and nu- 
merous declarations on this impor 
tant article of her creed.” Here 
then we have the Society advanced 
to the further stage of censorshif, and 
pronouncing on the character and 
deservings cf those who differ from 
what she is pleased to call the major 
ity of the national clergy. But fur- 
ther; by a rule, we know not of what 
standing, in her constitution, ‘ that 
no book or paper be at any time 
put into the Society’s packet, but 
by consent of the Society or theit 
Committee,’ there seems to be 
implied a right of circulating books 
and tracts to the extent of that 
permission. By virtue of this right; 
the tracts in question were sent, If 
the Society’s packets, literally, al 
over the kingdom, from one end of 
the empire to the other. Here then 
the Society becomes the uéserer of 
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is, ner own censures, the vender or 
C30 rather the herald of her own opinions, 
lee sthe opinions of the church, so far 
as ys that church extends. ; 

ate Now it certainly must be consider- 
ain od as a very Convenient thing to have 
y? sn umpire, a censor, and a setter forth, 
hat on ali controverted or doubtful points, 
es, provided they be under proper au- 


of thority, OF possess something of the 
reality, if not the name, of infailibili- 
ty, But as to authority, it appears 
by § io us that the very essence of the 


nd Society in Bartlett’s Buildings con- 
ie stitutes it the servant, the agent, and 
of not the ruler or judge, of the church. 
ch Ifit has authority for the assumpuon 
wm ofthe fatter character, let it shew us 
oF its charter. Authority especially in 
os deciding controversies, supposes res- 
— ponsibility. The Articles, Liturgy, 
te and Homilies of the Church of Eng- 
des land, which appeared under proper 
authority, implied also a correspond- 
vn ing responsibility on the part of every 
oe individual who signed the original 
OC. 


instrument. Is there any such res- 
ponsible mame attached to the de- 
crees of the Society in Bartlett’s 
Building’s ? Or should it appear that 
itis uttering false assertions or he- 
retical positions, are there names to 
whom such errors may be referred, 
and laws that constitute such refe. 
rence decisive ? If not, we take upon 
ourselves boldly to say, not only that 
the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge is changing its original 
character and purpose, but that it is 
itso facto incurring the guilt of 
schism to an gnormous amount, It 
is becoming an unauthorized assem- 
bly for the purpose of deciding points 
el controversy at issue in the church, 
Without any warrant from the head of 
the church for so doing; without in 
lict constituting any one single re- 
| *ognised, visible, or possible member 
ofthat chureh. The moment the 
Society in Bartlett’s Buildings under- 
kes to settle and pronounce upon 
points of controversy concerning the 
church, that moment it becomes an 
‘regular and if we might be excused 
Christ. @bsery. Ne, 172, 
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the application of the term on such 
an occasion, to which we confine it, 
a firesbyterian assembly. We pre- 
sume, as an arbiter in controversies, 
the constitution of the Kirk to be 
precisely what that of the Society in 
question is ; containing a mixture of 
clerics and laics, with nb one ree 
cognised legal ecclesiastical head. 
And we very much doubt, if the 
cause were pushed to its utmost 
bearing, whether the Committee in 
Bartlett’s Buldings,whenever it meets 
to decide questions concerning the 
doctrine or discipline ofthe Establish- 
ed Church and clergy, might not 
consider itself as liable to be brought 
under the heaviest ecclesiastical cen- 
sures from the several canons against 
conventicles, maintainers of constitu- 
tlons made in conventicles, and more 
particularly ministers meeting at 
them. We shall not urge this mat- 
ter further. We shall only hint at 
the republican form essential to this 
assembly, in which a bishop, except. 
ing afew unmeaning compliments, is 
no more than one of the meanest of 
its Jay-members: and where the 
names of the first dignitaries in the 
church are understood to be at the 
disposal of a chance-medley commit- 
tee of revision, who may order any 
thing to be uttered as the voice of the 
whole society. We presume to say 
thus much in illustration, as well as 
vindication, of the feelings which ir- 
resistibly forced themselves upon our 
minds, the moment we opened the 
last year’s annual packet of the So- 
ciety. Butat the same time we desire 
to be considered as speaking with de- 
ference on such a subject and occa- 
sion. We “speak as to wise men; 
let them judge what we say.” Might 
we further take permission to add 
the suggestion which bas occurred 
to us as the best method for pre- 
venting these abuses in future? It is 
this :—-l'o rescind the order respect. 
ing the sending of papers or books 
in the menabers’ packet ; and to con- 
fine it only to such as shall be unani. 


mously voted en a day ef general. 
2 iL , 
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meeting ; notice of the same having 
been given at one or two meetings 
preceding. And we should further 
suggest how farit might not be made 
astanding order “that no book or 
paper tending to defame or revile the 
Established Clergy, either by repre- 
senting them as a divided body, set. 
ling one supposed party against 
another, or otherwise bringing the 
labour or good intentions of the 
whole or any part of them into con- 
tempt, or inio question, be admitted 
by the board even for consideration.” 
Some such regulations can alone be 
an effectual safeguard against the 
very dangerous, not to say lilegal, as- 
sumption of a right to decide on 
church controversies to which the 
constitution of the Society at present 
seems to leave it open. 

Our readers will, we are sure, 
readily excuse us from the addition 
of a single word more to this very 
tedious and miscellaneous, though 
we trust not wholly useless, article. 
If amidst the many gloomy feelings 
with which we have conducted and 
now conclude our Review of Dr. 
Mant’s Yracts on Reyeneration and 
Conversion, we should desire to leave 
some bright spot for the mind of our 
readers finally to rest upon, it would 
be this, that whatever be the end of 
the present controversy, the time 
cannot now be very fur off when it 
will Aave an end. The great ques- 
tion of regeneration and infant bap- 
tism, so long lying asit were in abey- 
ance,or rather in a kind of awful half 
silence, no one venturing to speak 
out fully upon it, is at length brought 
to issue by Dr. Mant. No further 
misunderstanding can now remain, 
either with regard to our own senti- 
ments, or those of others, on this 
most weighty question. Every future 
candidate for holy orders, as well as 
every clergyman now officiating in 
the church, will henceforth have it 
in his power readily to answer the 
inquiry, “What does the Church 
really and bona fide mean by the 
expressions in her Baptismal Ser- 


Review of Pamphlets on Bafitismal Regeneration, 


[ April, 


vice ; and can we conscientiously 
use those expressions in such sense 
consistently with our own. views of 
the sacrament of baptism ? 

It is a further satisfaction, that the 
determination is not to be made by an 
appeal to any supposed  infallibje 
judge: nor that the heavy had of 
authority can interpuse to stay the 
progress of fair and legitimate argu. 
mentation. It is to be hoped, that 
the conduct of the church and per 
authorized ministers and ecclesiasii. 
cal rulers will every day evince more 
and more, that to the Bible alone, as 
confirmatory of our own church for. 
mularies, on the principles of sound 
and manly reasoning, is the appeal 
intended to be made in her support; 
and that instead of its becoming, 
through any display of an unreasona- 
ble or intolerant spirit on the part of 
our governors, a matter of indiffe- 
rence to what communion we belong, 
the church will increase in weight, 
respectability, and usefulness, from 
the candid, and at the same time un- 
answerable, appeal that she will 
make to right reason, and to Scrip. 
ture as the only rule of faith, in all 
her controversies. 

Least of all will it appear, what- 
ever be the issue of this controversy, 
that those who have now originated 
and forced it upon the public have 
paid any attention to their own i- 
faliibility, or have acted in the 
usually guarded manner of persons 
who day claim to that title. If the 
present questions produce no other 
good, we at least congratulate oul 
selves on the prospect of some 
small and necessary emendation In 
the fresent conduct of the board of 
the venerable Society for promot 
ing Christian Knowledge. If they 
have not done the wisest thing In 
adopting Dr. Mant’s tracts just 4 
they are, we still hope it may ' 
main on record hereafter as thel! 
most unwise proceeding. As {ot 
Dr. Mant, he will, we are sure; be 
content if we take our leave of him 
with an acknowledgment of ' 
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spect, rather for his known amiable 
and scholarlike qualifications, than 
for those he possesses as a theolo. 
ian; andif we express our gratitude 
iohim rather as the author of Ser- 
mous for Parochial and Domestic 
Use, than as Bampton Lecturer in 
the University of Oxford, or dicta- 
tor of controversies in the Church of 
Engiand. We apprehend he will be 
saiished With his elegant Bampton 
Lectures, in particular, losing a lit- 
ie of the brief authority which his 
crowded and attentive audiences 
seemed to give them at the time: 
and should he be bold enough to 
bring forward any other of those lec- 
tures distinctly and individually to 
view, we doubt not he will anticipate 
the like minute attention to its con- 
tents which has been paid to the two 
already published ; and, we appre- 
hend, he will at least be careful to 
bring it forward in a more guarded, 
a more argumentative, a more learn- 
ed and theological! form. 

We must still detain our readers 
fora few moments, while we express 
our own obligations and those of the 
Church of England to Mr. Biddulph 
aid Mr. Scott. The truly Christian 
spirit which marks the whole pro- 
eress of their luminous course of 
argumentation on this intricate sub- 
ject, is above any praise we can be- 
stow upon it. Suffice it to say, it is 
a spirit worthy of the cause they 
plead. Their distinctive merits we 
arenot anxious to particularise with 
any minuteness of detail. Mr. Bid- 
dulph’s peculiar excellence is the 
mighty force of his authorities. 
These he has collected with a labori- 
ousness of research which does him 
high honour, and marshalled with a 
skill which merits the victory he has 
‘chieved. In this particular, the 


‘Work of Mr. Scott may be regarded 


asinferior ; butthen it is distinguish- 
ed by another quality, of which we 
have had occasion to notice a partial 


defect in the pamphlet of Mr. Bid- 
dulph ; we mean, the precision and 
conclusiveness ofthe reasoning. We 
question whether, on any occasion, 
the public has witnessed a more logi- 
cal and satisfactory vindication of the 
truth, or a more entire and funda- 
mental demolition of the opposing 
errors, than Mr, Scott has here pro- 
duced. We by no means intend to 
say, that Mr. Biddulph is materially 
wanting in this respect; we merely 
mean, that he does not occupy an 
equally high station with his com- 
peer.—Scarcely any circumstance in 
Mr. Scott’s work has gratified us 
more than the truly filial respect and 
reverence with which he refers to 
the authority of his excellent father. 
That veteran champion of “ the faith 
once delivered tothe saints,” is now 
drawing near the natural term of his 
earthly labours ; and whenever he is 
called to rest from them, his loss 
will be severely felt by the Church 
whieh he has so long and so faithfully 
served. But it would be criminal to 
despair of that Church while she can 
boast of sons worthy of such sires.* 


* The above Review was already in the 
press when we received another Reply to 
Dr. Mant, published by Seeley, 169, Fleet- 
street, entitled “Spiritual Regeneration, 
not necessarily connected with baptism, in 
Answer to a Tract on Regeneration, pub- 
lished by the Rev. Dr. Mant, and circulated 
by the Society for promoting. Christian 
Knowledge ; in whichis examined the Doc- 
trine of the Church of England upon the 
above Subject, and the Clergy of the Estab- 
lished Church justified in preaching the 
Doctrine of Regeneration to Persons who 
have been baptized: by George Bugg, 
A.B.” Had this work reached us earlier, 
we should have endeavoured togive a more 
extended view of its contents; for it con- 
tains, if possible, a still more entire de- 
molition of Dr. Mant’s system, and a still 
more complete and satisfactory vindication 
of our church formularies, from any stain 
of that popish heresy which Dr. Mant’s 
system would fix upon her, than even the 
two works we have reviewed. There is in- 
deed a carelessness and slovenliness in the 
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style for which itis difficult to account in 
one who has graduated at the University of 
Cambridge, aad who can reason so acutely 
as Mr. Bugg; and the work is also defaced 
by numerous typographical errors, But 
after these abatements have been made, 
there still remains a solid mass of unan- 
swerable argumentation, which we rejoice 
to see produced under any form, however 
uninviting ‘Phe tract of Mr. Bugg 1s, pro- 
perly speaking, a demonstration of the false- 
hood of Dr. Mant’s views ;—a demonstra- 
tion proceeding, in some cases, on grounds 
as solid as that of any theorem in Euclid; 
and in aimosi all cases carrying such strong 
conviction to the mind, that it seems to us 
to preclude all farther debatc, and to seal 
the triumph of truth. We cannot tov 
strongly recommend the perusal and circu- 
lation of this little volume, nor are we afraid 
of weakening our recommendation by in- 
serting a few pages from the work itself. 


Mr. Bugg undertakes, in one of his chap- 
ters, to prove these two propositions :— 
Ist, That the Church does not make baptism 
absolutely necessary to salvation, 2d, That 
she does not make baptism, when rightly 
administered, necessarily productive of it, 


The first proposition be establishes from 
the service for the baptism of adults, which 
points out “the great necessity of this sacra- 
ment where it may be had; and from 
the catechism, which states it to be only 
“ generally,” not always, ‘‘ necessary to sul- 
vation,”—But if baptism is not a/ways ne- 
cessary to salvation, then it is not always 
necessary to regeneration: and regenera- 
tion being absolutely necessary to salvation, 
but baptism not always necessary, it hence 
follows that “regeneration may be effected 
without baptism.” The reasoning by which 
he supports this proposition, appears to us 
very conclusive. 


‘ The other point,” says Mr. Bugg, © bv 
which we undertook to prove that the 
Church does nos, as Dr. Mant does, make 
baptism and regeneration inseparable, is 
this, ‘that baptism may le where regenera- 
tinn zs not:’ that is, it may be administered, 
and rightly administered too, yet not be ef. 
fective of regeneration. This our Church 
teaches : and this we shall undertake to 
prove, from her own formularies, and au- 
thorized documents. 


* The first reference we shall make, 
shall be tothe Articles. And inthe Articles, 
let me remark, we must exnect to find the 


most studied care for correctness and pre 
cision. ‘The first quotation I shall make f. 
this purpose, is from the Twenty-fifih Arti. 
cle, upon the sacraments, where s}j<. in. 
forms us ‘there are two Sacraments ordain. 


ed of Christ—baptism, and the Lord’s sup 


per” She further adds, ‘the sacraments 
were—ordained of Christ,—that we should 
duly use them. Aad in such only as worthj. 
fy receive the same, they have a wholesome 
etiect or operation : but they that receiye 
them unworthily, purchase to themselves 
damnation, as St Paul saith.’ 


“* First, We observe here, that both the 
sacraments are included in the instruction 
we have quoted. This cannot be denied ; 
because the sacraments in the plural num. 
ber are thrice mentioned, beside the title, 
which is ‘of the sacraments.” Thatnovne 
might have pretence of objection, or erg. 
sion, the sacraments intended are mention. 
ed by name: § Bapusm and the supper oj 
the Lord,’ 


“© Second, Vhis Article proves demon. 
strably and infailibly the error of Dr Mant, 
namely, that baptism 1s of course attended 
by an ‘inward and spiritual grace. (15) 
The language of this Article, the frainers 
of it, had they intended to prevent the pos. 
sibility of Dr. Mant’s conclusien, could 
scarcely have chosen words more to ‘he 
purpose. There are three distinct clauses, 
all subversive of Dr. Mant’s doctrine. The 
first is, the * sacraments,’—the sacrament 
take notice, not the sacrament, The ‘sacra- 
ments were ordained of Christ,—that we 
should duly use them. Note here, Fist, 
the receivers of the sacraments are to ‘use 
them.’ ‘ We’ are to use them This proves 
that the church is of our mind in what we 
have before remarked upon the ‘instrue 
ment ;’ namely, that it requires our sign 
and seal as weilas God's. Again, we are 
‘duly to use them, in order to the proper 
effect. This again demonstrates what, u0- 
cer the terms instrument and covenant, we 
have elsewhere taken much pains te prove; 
namely, that in order to a right effect thee 
must be in ehe receivers a right disposition. 


‘°' Ty use the sacraments duly, without 
question, Means, to use them with a proper 
disposition, in a right manner, and for the 
ends atid purposes for which Christ has ap- 
pointed them. Butdo a// baptized persons 
use baptism with this mind, and for thee 
ends 2 Alas! how far otherwise ? What then 
is the effect to such as do not? Are they tt 
generate and saved? Certainly, according 








ain). 
up. 
Ns 
ld 


ome 
eve 
Ives 


the 
tion 
ied . 
um. 
‘itle, 
iONe 
efa- 
tion. 
ot Oj 


mGn. 
Aant, 
nded 
(13) 
ers 
Pos. 
pould 
> ihe 
i9eS, 
The 
ments 
MAC’ 
af We 
First, 
use 
raves 
at we 
nstrue 
r sign 
ye are 
yroper 
at, Une 
nt, we 
prove; 
there 
tion. 


‘ithout 
proper 
for the 
yas ap- 
ersons 
pr these 
at then 
hey ree 


ding to 





1816. | 


Dr. Mant: if all are, they must. I know 
this 1s Dr. Mant’s doctrine; but what says 
the Church? § And in such only as wor- 
thily receive the same, they have a whole- 
some eflect or operation,’ 


« First, We here observe the term, ‘such 
only,’ ig strikingly demonstrative, that part 


of the receivers are hereby positively and 
absolutely excluded. 


«Second, ‘ Worthily receive the same.’ 
Sis term worthily, very clearly implies the 
(ith, repentance, and charity, mentioned 
in the catechism. 


« Third, ‘ But they that receive them un- 
worthily, purchase to themselves damna- 
tion’ We perceive here, there are unwer- 
+, receivers of the sacraments, ‘Then cer- 
tunly, unworthy receivers of baptism. And 
nochng can be plainer, than the language : 
‘Qn!) worthy receivers, obtain their whole- 
some eHeet or operation ;’ but they who re- 
ceive them unworthily purchase damnation, 


«Those who will in the face of language 
ik- thes. declare. and stand to it, that * re- 
generation is eff-cted by baptism, and by 
baptism exclusively,’ cannot well be rea- 
soned with. ‘They may say anything; and, 
if allowed sucn liberties, may prove just 
any thing they please. 


“Surely Dr. Mant will not here say, that 
the Article does net say any thing about 
reseneration. Is not regeneration then taught 
by Dr Mant. to be an - effect’ of the sacra- 
mentof baptism? And is it not wherever 
performed a wholesome or saving effect ? 
lfour church language have any meaning 
in any place, this language teaches. that 
the sacraments may be, yea sometimes are, 
performed without their wholesome effect ; 
vea with a bad effect. ‘The sacraments 
vere ordained of Christ,—that we should 
daly use them. And in such only as wor- 
thily receive the same, they have a whole- 
some effect or operation. But they that 
receive them unworthily, purchase to them- 
selves damnation.’ 


“As this language annihilates Dr, Mant’s 
doctrine, and cannot be contradicted, so it 
cannot be evaded. There can be no pre- 
‘ence for saying, that as the Church applies 
the language of St. Paul, respecting the 
Lord’s supper only, that the Lord’s supper 
nly is intended. I say there is no room 
or this evasion; as the Article respects 
voth the sacraments indifferently ; doth the 
‘acraments are mentioned throughout ; 
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and as both the sacraments have the same 
authority, and bave the same spiritual de- 
signs, the same dispositions are required, in 
order to the wholesome effect. Beside, it 
is quite certain that this Article and the 
next (26), are descriptive of the sacraments 
conjointly and equally, and must necessae 
rily be so; because there are two other 
Articles (27 and 28) which state zndividu- 
ally, and respectively, the nature, reception, 
and effects of the sacraments of bapusm 
and the Lord’s supper, in their separate 
and single character. These words, then, 
fairly stand their ground; but it is 1mpos- 
sible that Dr Mant’s system can stand with 
them.” pp. 55—59, 


In the same triumphant strain of reasan- 
ing he proceeds to adduce the twenty-sixth 
and Twenty-seventh Articles, and a pas- 
sage from the Homilies, to prove that the 
Church ** does not,as Dr. Mant does, make 
baptism aud regeneration inseparable.” 
He even adduces on this head the testi- 
mony of Dr. Mant himself. We had for- 
gotten that among that gentleman’s * Ser- 
mons for Parochial! and Domestic Use,” 
was contained one taken from Bishop An- 
drews ‘on the Necessity of receiving the 
Hoty Ghost,” in.which stands the very pas- 
sage quoted in our last Number, p. 182, as 
proving the opposition of that prelate to 
Dr Mant’s system. See Chiristian Obser- 
ver for 1813, p.450. “ 1f,?? says Dr. Mant, 
as there quoted, ‘we do not receive the 
Holy Ghost, nothing else that we receive 
will do us any good. Receive the word, 
it is but a killing letter ; receiv baptism, it 
is but Fobn's baptism, but a weak and bexg- 
garly element ; receive the flesh of Christ, 
it profiteth noihing ; receive Christ, ‘t is in 
vain, for if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ he is none of his: Christ resounces 
him: he has no part in him: to receive 
Christ and not the Holy Ghost were to no 
purpose. Upon the whole, if we receive 
not the Holy Ghost, we are in our natural 
state: we have a living soul, but we are 
not actuated by a quickening Spirit. And 
the natural man, as the Apostle teaches us 
neither discerneth nor receiveth the things 
of God. He does not rightly apprehend 
them in his understanding He is not 
made partaker of them in his heart : so that 
not to have the spirit, is of itself sufficient 
for our condemnation.” p. 169..- 


It would require a long article to do full 
justice to Mr. Bugg’s comprehensive view 
of this important question, on every part of 
which he throws fresh light. But before 
we conclude this note we wish to advert to 
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one point, which we have omitted to notice 
in our Review, we mean the charge against 
the Evangetical Clergy of using the term 
Regeneration so continually, although it so 
seldom occurs in Scripture, as to justify 
their opponents in representing it as their 
watchword. It is not true, however, that 
the clergy in question use the term with 
frequency Even when contending for the 
necessity of that spiritual change which 
they suppose regeveration to imply, they 
avoid the term in order to obviate those 
cavils to which the use of it might lead 
“We are not nice,” says Mr Buyg, * about 
terms Our Church, we have abundantly 


shewn (and a volume might have been co- 
pied in addition) beyond all dispute, re- 
quires evidence of a change of heart, or else 
she allows no man’s claims to the character 


ef achild of God, or toa title of everlasting 
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salvation. We are wearied by dispute 
about words without meaning, Only tin 
in our ears, and suffer us to preach iN the 
ears of our Congregations, such a faith, and 
such a regeneration (or such a state of beury 
and mind, by whatever name you choose to 
callit} as shall atlo'd ewvzdence of «hye pos. 
sessor’s being Now t) a State of Salvation 
and we wish nu more. Dr. Mant. hotwith, 
standing the title and design of fis second 
traci, namely, A special and iMstantanenns 
Conversion not necessary for Christians, says 
of the Apostles, respecting repentance, re. 
formation, renovation, or Conversion, that 
they are perpetually exhort ng iieir Chris. 
tran converts to changes Such as these, 
Very well; only allow us, without offence 
and without °* binitation’ (46), tO exercise 
the same liberty, and we are satisfied.” 
p. 126, 


LIFERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 
é&e. &e, 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


In the Press :—The fourth volume of the 
Antiquities of Athens, containing 88 Plates 
and 15 Vignettes ;—An Essay on Weights 
and Measures, by P Kelly, LL.D ;—Ser- 


mons preached betore the University of 


Cambridge, by the Rev. T. Webster, M.A. 
Vicar of Oakington;—An Enquiry into 
the Literary and Political Ciaracter of 
James | by Mr D Israeh;—A Pilgrimage 
to Waterloo, with Notes, by Mr. Southey; 
—Speeches of Edimund Burke, to 4 vols. 
8vo. ;—-The Christian’s Manual, compiled 


from the Enchiridion Mitiis Chvistiani of 


Erasmus, by P. W. Crowther, Esq. ;—Me- 
moirs of the Llonian Isles, from the MS. of 
M de Vaucondrat ;—Elementary Fortifi- 
cation, by Colonel Pasley ;—A volume of 
Sermons, by the Rev. G. S Faber;—La 
Langue Hebraique restitueé, et le verr- 
table Sens des Mots Hebreux retoablé et 
prouvé par leur Analyse Radicale, par M. 
Fabre D’Olivet ;—Unitarianism incapable 
of vindication, by Mr Wardlaw, of Gias- 
gow ;—A new edition of the Heads of 
Illustrious Persons of Great Britain, with 
the Ives and characters of each person ; 
by Thomas Rirch;—The Principles of 
Population and Production, as they are 
affected by the Progress of Society ; by 
Mr Weyland ;—A Treatise on the Coal 
Mines of Durham and Northumberland, 


containing accounts of the different fatalex. 
plosions which have taken place within the 
last twenty years, and the means proposed 
tor their remedy ; illustrated by plates, by 
Mr, Hoimes ;—A French Grammar, on an 
entirely new principle, by M. Pibus;— 
Brief Memoirs of four Christian Hindoos, 
deceased, first published at Serampore, 
by the Baptist Missionavies in India ;—Two 
new volumes, being the Third and Fourth 
of Anecdotes, Religious, Moral and Enter. 
taining; by the late Rev. C. Buck ;--A 
volume of Farewell Sermons, preached by 
Nonconformist Divines, on quitting their 
respective Churches. 


Preparing for publication :—Remarks on 
the Buildings and Topography of Athens, 
by Mr. Witkins, late Fellow of Caius Col- 
lerge, Cambridye ;—Second volume of the 
History of the Brazils,—A History of the 
late War in Spain and Portugal, in 2 vols 
4to.—and Remains of James Dusautoy, 
late of Hmanuel College, Cambridge ; all 
by Mr. Southe, ;—A General History ol 
the County of York, in 8 vols. folio (to be 
published in parts) by the Rev. D. T. D. 
Whitaker, Vicarof Whalley ;—By subser'p- 
tion in 4 vols octavo, the whole Works of 
the Rev Oliver Heywood, B A. with an 
account of his life, &c. by the Rev. R. Slate, 
of Stand, near Manchester, and the Kev. 
W. Farmer of Leeds ;—also by subscrip- 
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tion, in an 8vo. vol, a Travslation from the 
atin of Dr. Outram’s Work on Sacrifices, 
by Mrs. Alien. 


A prospectus has been published by Mr. 
payster, No. 81, Strand, of a Polyglott Bi- 
pie, already in the press, either in one vol- 
yme 4to. or in four pocket volumes, com. 
prising the Hebrew Text, the Samaritan 
Pentatcuch, the Syriac New Testament, 
le Septuayint, the Greek New Testament, 
the Latin Vulgate, and the Englisi Ver- 
sion. Each version 1s preceded by prefaces. 
The references to the English Version, 
gnounting to upwards of 60,000, have been 
prepared with great labour. Tis Version 
isso arranged as to form either a volume 
of self or to interpage with the Hebrew, 
Greek, or Latin. The work will be pub- 
| shed in volumes and in parts, each volume 
consisiing of five parts. It is expected that 
the Polyglotr Pentateuch will appear on the 
Ist of July next, being one part of each 
volume in the pocket size, the Hebrew, 
Greek LXX., Latin, and Engtish being -n 
separate volumes: in the 4to. size, ail 
these are exhibited atone view. The He- 
brew Bible with the Samaritan Penaieuch 
and the Syriac ‘Testament, may be pur- 
chased separately. There will aiso be an 
edition of the Hebrew and English in oppo- 
siepuges The cost of the quarto Poly- 
gittw ll be five guineas, or a guinea each 
pat. ‘The four pocket volumes will cost 
6i 10s. being divided inte 20 parts of diffe. 
reit prices. Mr. Bagster means also to 
publish: aa lustratite Concordance or Har- 
m)\\ of the Scriptures, swted for general 
usc, bur particularly adapted to the fore- 
guiy Polyglott, It will be published in 
iwosizes, pocket, and royal 8vo, and in five 
parla, each part being 4s, 6d. An edition 
of both these sizes is also prepared, having 
te text on the opposite page, answering 
verse for verse with the concordance, at the 
costof 7s for each of the five parts. Sub- 
scriptions are requested to thts work, and 
the namcs of subseribers will appear with 
the first part. Each of the pocket volumes 
in boards will not exceed three quarters of 
av inchin thickness. ‘The prospectus con- 
tins the intended prefaces and specimens 
ofthe type and page. 


The following Hebrew works have been 
published by Mr. 1. S. C. F. Frey, himself, 
a8 is well Known, a converted Hebrew, viz. 
A Hebrew, Latin, and English Dictiona- 


ry, containing all the Hebrew and Chaldee 
Words used in the Old Testament, with 
copious Vocabularies, Latin and Hebrew, 
and English and Hebrew, dedicated to the 
Bishop of Gloucester, in 2 vols large 8vo. 
price royal 71. 4s.common 41. 16s. 2. A 
Hebrew Bible, accompanied by a Lexicon, 
containing the principal Roots of the He- 
brew Language, dedicated to the Bishop 
of St. David’s, in 2 vols. 8vo. price royal 41. 
10s. common 3i. 3s. 3. A Hebrew Gram- 
mar, in the English Language, price with 
the Book of Psalms, 10s.; without it, 6s. 


The American General Wilkinson, is 
about to publish, in three 8vo voiumes, 
Memoirs of his own Times, commencing 
with the investment of Boston, tn 1775, and 
ending with the termination of the late war. 


The number of Bibles printed, at Cam- 
bridge, during the last seven vears, was 
392,000; of New Testaments, 423,000; of 
prayer-books, 194,000. At Oxford, the 
number of Bibles printed of all kinds, was 
460,500: of Testaments, 386,000; of com- 
mon prayer books, 400,090; of catechisms, 
psalters, &c. 200.000. The value of the 
whole was 212,917). 1s, 8d. 


Ofa recent discovery of some important 
remains of the Works of the Roman Clas- 
sics, in the Ambrosian Library at Milan, 
the public have for some time been inform- 
ed. The greater part of them have been 
just printed there at the Royal Press, 
They consist of three orations of Cicero, 
with a very ancient commentary on them 
and on four other orations: of eight ora- 
tions of Summachus, and of almost the en. 
tire works of Fronto, a classic with whom 
we were till now entirely unacquainted, 
except by name, and who in his day was 
said to be second only to Cicero in elo- 
quence. Acepy of each of these works 
has just reached the library of Edward J. 
Curteis, Esq. Windmill-hill, Sussex. It 
appears that the manuscripts are on a 
Codex Palimpsestus, that is, on vellum 
from which they had been (as in the middle 
ages was very common) in some degree 
erased, and this vellum had been superin. 
scribed by the Acts and Proceedings of the 
Council of Chalcedon, of which the writings 
are perfect and entire. The learned edi- 
tor and discoverer, Angelo Maio, has, with 
great labour and perseverance, succeeded 
in decvphering the first written and sem? 
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erased MSS. from behind the MS. of the 
Council of Chaicedon, and bas, with the 
assistance of lis government and of the 
curators of the Ambrosian Library, now 
laid them, by means of the rvyal press of 
Milan, before the public Many of the 
works of Cicero, and some of those of 
Summachius, have long since been publish- 
ed. Fronto is now edited for the first time. 
Ile was the preceptorand friend of the Em- 
peror Antoninus Pius. A_ ftac-simile of 
each of these works is appended to its vol- 
ame. ‘These MSS are of the sixth centu- 
ry Two or three copies of the new Cicero 
have been for some time in England: of 
the Suinmachus and Fronto, these are sup- 
posed <o be the first. 


At the sale of the late Mr. Lloyd’s collec- 
tion, at Wvefair, in the Principality, «The 
Life of Knog Arthur ana of his noble 
Kughts of the Round Table, by Sir TI’. 
Mailory,” sold, with all its imperfections, 
withou! binding, for 3201 to Earl Spencer ; 
oun #* Recuyeie of the Historye of Troye,” in 
worse condition, for 126!,; and several 
ether rare books at great prices. 


The interesting Grecian sculptures, dis- 
covered in the temple of Apollo, in Phyga- 
lia, by Mr. Cockerell and other artists, and 
which, as we have already announced, have 
been bought by the British Government, 
have arrived in London, and are deposited 
in the British Museum, They contain an 
hundred figures in alto-relievo, above two 
feet high, forming two complete subjects of 
combats, viz. between the Centaurs and 
Lapithe. and between the Amazons and 
Helleneans. They are believed to be the 
only examples extant of entire subjects of 
the admirable school of Phidias. The 
energy and force displayed in the action of 
the figures is wonderful, and the variety 
and unity in the composition shew how far 
the arts must have been carried in the 
cefined age of Pericles. 


Some papers have, by order of Parlia- 
ment, been published, relative to the con- 
vict-establishments at Portsmouth, Sheer- 
ness, and Woolwich; from which itis most 
satisfactorily evident, that the state of 
morals and religion of the convicts has been 
exceedingly improved, as the result of a 
system of instruction, in which the prison- 
ers are classed according to their respec- 
tive characters. The moral classes are 
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under the superintendence of active clerg, 
men. Every thing desirable may be beeen 
ed from the liberai and benevolent charac. 
ter of Mr. Capper. 


The king of France has lately issueq , 
long ordonnance on the subject of general 
education. With a view to this object 
cantonal schoois are to be established under 
the superintendence of gratuitous commit. 
tees, comprehending the local magistrate 
and clergyman, and the principal of the dis. 
trict college, if any; to be subject to th 
visitation of the superior clergy and magis. 
traies. The children of the poor are to be 
taught gratuitously, The system of edy. 
cation is simple, and graduated from the 
first elements of reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, to those attasnmenrts that may 
be useful in the avocations of ordinary life, 
such as mensuration, surveying, &c.  Mgs. 
ters qualified to give instructions according 
to this system are to be employed, at sal. 
ries proportioned to their abilities in three 
distinct classes. Moral and religious prin. 
ciples are parucuiacly attended to in the 
details, and distinct provision is made for 
the independent instruction of the young 
people of the Protestant faith, under the 
superintendence of their own clergy, or 
mixed with others in the general schools, 
where there are n» separate establishments 
forthem. Besides the public funds applied 
to the maintenance of this system, private 
bequests and donations are encouraged, 
The bishops are empowered to augment 
the number of seminaries in proportion to 
the deficiencies of religious instruction, and 
the resources of the population. The bish- 
ops have the right of appointing the prin- 
cipals in the colleges and schools. The 
principal appoints the professors ; but the 
bishops nevertheless are empovwered to 
dismiss persons who may be incapable, 
or whose principles may be recognised 4s 
dangerous. The universities, as they now 
exist, will be continued under the superin- 
tendence of the minister of the interior; the 
minister to be advised as to the means of 
joining thereto religious instruction and 
of making literary talents flourish. 


The Annual General Meeting of the 
Sunpay ScHoo. Unroy, will be held at 
the City of London Tavern, Bishopsgate: 


street, on Wednesday morning, May 8: 
breakfast to be provided by 6 o'clock, and 
the chair taken punctually at half past ss 
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LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THEOLOGY. 

4 Familiar Exposition and Application of 
he Epistle of st. Paul to the Colossians, in 
_ course of eight Sermons, including an 
yamination of the general Nature and 
Use of the Epistles of the New Testament, 
. which are subjoined two Sermons, on 
Parts of the Example of St. Paul; by Tho. 
mas Gisborne, M. A. 

\ Preatise on the Law and the Gospel ; 
by Dr. Colquhoun. 12mo. 4s 6d. 
“Lectures Expository and Practical, on 
select Portions of Scripture ; by the Rev. 
Andrew Thomson, M. A. Minister of St. 
George’s, Edinburgh. in 2 vols. 

Phe Young warned against the Entice- 
ment of Sinners, in two Discourses, in Prov, 
; 10.; by the Rev. A. Thomson, M. A. &c, 
(Smo. Ls. 64. 

fhe Retrospect; or, Review of Provi- 
dential Mercies: with Anecdotes of various 
Characters, and an Address to Naval OM 
cers ; by Aliqnis,fot meriy a lieutenant in the 
Roval Navy, and now a Minister in the 
Established Church. 12mo. bds 5s. 

A volume of Sermons, translated from 
the French, of the Rev. D. de Superviile ; 
by Mrs Allen. 

“Yhe Personality and Office of the Chris- 
tian Comforter asserted and explained, ina 
Course of Sermons preached before the 
University of Oxford, at the Lecture found- 
ed bythe Rev. J. Bampton; by Reginald 
Heber, M. A. 8vo. los. 

A Treatise on the Records of the Crea- 
ton, and on the Moral Attributes of the 
Creator; with particular Reference to the 


Jewish History, and to the Consistency of 


ie Principle of Population with the Wis- 


dom and Goodness of the Deity; by Jolin 


Bird Sumner, M. A. 2 vols, 8vo. 11. Ls. 

A Discourse, preached in the Episcopal 
Chapel, Cowgate, Edinburgh, January 18, 
1316, being the ‘Thanksgiving for Peace ; 
by Archibald Alison, LLL B. 1s. 6d 

A Practical and Familiar Exposition of 
the XXXIX. Articles of Religion of the 
United Church of England and treland ; by 
the Rev. Ho W. Donnoghue, A. M of St. 
John’s College, Cambridge, and Domestic 
Chaplain to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount 
Mount Karl 12mo. 7s. 6d. bds. 

Lectures on the Epistle of St Paul to 
the Romans ; by J. Fry. 8vo. 12s. 

Scripture Characters; abridged for the 
use of young persons. 1 vol. 12mo. 3s. 

A Sermou in Support of the Doctrine 


the XVith Article of the Chureh of 


aieland by the Rev.Gcorge Lawson, ¥W.D. 
"Ly r+) = 
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mon, of which the substance was delivered 
at Bristol on the 18th of January; by Tho- 
mos Grisfield, Mi. A. Ils 6d 

The Report of the Gospel Ministry: a 
Sermon, presched at Beckenham, by the 
Rev G C Gorham, A. M. Feilow ci 
Queen’s College, Cambridge. 1s 6d. 

An Inquiry iato the Integrity of the 
Greek Vulgate, or Received Vext of the 
New Testament; in which the Greek Ma- 
nuscripts are newly classed, the Integrity 
of the authorized Text vindicated, and tie 
various Readings traced to their Origin; 
by the Rev. Frederick Nolan. 8vo, 16s. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Substance of some Letters written by an 
Englishman, resident at Paris, during the 
last Keipn of the Emperor Napoleon 2 vols. 
8vo. I. 4s. 

“ Notes on the West Indies ;” by George 
Pinckard, M.D second edition, in two vo- 
lumes, with additional Letters from Mar. 
tinique, Jamaica and St. Domingo, includ. 
ing a Plan for the Emancipation of the 
Slaves in the West Indies. 

A Catalogue of the singular and curious 
Library originally formed between 1610 
and 1050, by Sir Robert Gordon, of Gor- 
donstown, Baronet, Author of the ** Gene. 
alogical History of the Earldom of Suther- 
land.” 4s. 

Anecdotes of Literature and Scarce 
Books : by the Rev. William Beloe, Trans- 
lator of Herodotus, &c. 6 vols. 8vo, Sl. gs. 

No. Ll. of Stephen’s Greck Thesaurus, 
ll. 1s. small—2i. 2s. large paper. 

The Representative History of Great 
Britain and Ireland: comprising a History 
of the House of Commons, and of the Coun- 
ties, Citics, and Boroughs of the United 
Kingdom; by ‘T. H. B. Oldfield, Esq. 5 
vols. Sve. 3L 12s. 


The History cf the Mahometan Empire 


m Spain, containing a General History of 


the Arabs, their Institutions, Conguests, 
Literature, Aris, Sciences, and Manners, 
to the Expulsion of the Moors; by J, C. 
Murphy, Architect. 4to. il 15s. 

Transactions of the Horticultural Society 
of London, with coloured Plates. Parts 1. 
II., and il! of Vol JI 15s. each 

Hints addressed to Proprietors of Or. 
chards, and to Growers of Fruit in general ; 
comprising Observations on the present 
state of the Apple-Trees in the Cider 
Counties; by William Salisbury 1l2mo. 6s 

The Oxford University Calendar, for the 
Year 1816 35s 6d. 

Sketches in Flanders and Holland; bs 
Robert Hills, 4to, five guineas | 
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A Treatise on Criminal Law, with Pre- 
cedents of Indictments, Special Pleas, &c. 
adapted to Practice; by Thomas Starkie, 
of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq. Barrister at Law: in 
2 vols 8vo. 1. 4s. 

A Treatise on Conveyancing, with a View 
to its Application to Practice, being a Se- 
ries of Practical Observations, written in a 
plain fam:liar style; by Richard Preston, 
Esq. of the Inner Temple. Vol. IL. Part 
IL. and tndex, completing the Second Vo. 
lume. 12s. 

The Report, together with the Minutes 
of Evidence, and Appendix of Papers, from 
the Committee appomted to consider of 
Provision being made for the better Regu- 
lation of Madhouses in England. 13s. 

The London Savings Bakes an Account 
of its Formation, Progress, aid Success, 
detailing the successive Steps adopted: 
with adequate Directions for the Establish- 
ment of similar Tustitutions, either for the 
Parish, the Village, or populous manutac- 
turing Town: by Charles Taylor, lreasu- 
rer and Director of the London Savings 
Bank 8vo. Is 6. 

Account of anewly-invented Panagram 
for ‘Teaching the blind; by Join Casson, 
Ls. Gil. 

An Eissay on the Music of the Hebrews, 
originally intended asa Preliminary Dis- 
course to the Hebrew Melodies, published 
by Messrs. Braham and Nathan; by Ro- 
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the Use of Students in the Universiti... 
William Dealtry, B.D. F pg)! 
edition, with corrections and ¢o; 
additions. 14s. 

A Tour throughout the whole of Fran 
interspersed with Anecdotes of the “in 
ners, Customs, Dress, &e. of the Inhahs. 
tants; by John Barnes. 4s mae 

Peninsular Sketches during a recen 
Tour; by John Milford, jun. 8vo. Og 

The Purple Island ; by J. Fletche; “By, 
5s. aa. 

Alastor, or the Spirit of Solitude: and 
other Poems ; by Percy Bysshe Sh: jley 53 

Moscow, a Puem; by Mrs H, Rolis, 5 

Redemption ; by G. Woodley, 2 yj 
8vo. 16s. : 

On the late Persecution of the Protes 
tants in the South of France ; by Helen 
Maria Williams. 3s. 6d ; 

Speech of Pascoe Grenfell, Esq. M p 
on ‘Transactions subsisting betwixt the 
Public and the Bank of England, with ay 
Appendix, Qs. 

A History of the Causes, Progress, and 
Termination of the Revolution in France 
in 1815; by Edmund Boyce. 2 vols, gyo. 
ll. 4s 

Observations on the Scarcity of Money, 


SEC) | 
'Siderable 


,and its Effects upon the Public ; by Ed. 


ward Tatham, D.I). Rector of Lincoly 
College. 
An Inguiry into the Cause of the fn. 


— 2 Pee 


ny fF «enn oro 


Bert Rarcin: Evans. . te. crease of Pauperism and Poor’s Rates,with 
; Natural History of British Birds, or @ a Kemedy for the same; by W. Clarkson, | 
mt Selection of the most rare, beautiful, and Esq. zs. 6d. t 
a] interesting Birds which inhabit this Coun- A Letter on the Game Laws; by a Coun. t 
vt try. Vols. Vi. and VIL St 12s try Gentleman. Is. 6d. ; P 
Pi dl A Treatise on the Natural History, Pro- A Defence of the Bill for the Registration fi 
ef perties, and Uses of Coflec, as an Ariicle of of Slaves ; by James Stephen, isq. in Let. 
i Diet and Regimen; with a new Method of ters to W. Wilberforce, Esq. M.P, Letter . 
ve Roasting 1s. 6d. the First. , 
q The Appeal of Poland, an Ode; written ‘The Fourth Volume of the Antiquities 
pA on the Commencement of the late Cam- of Athens, &c measured and delineated; ) 
paign; by W.S. Walker, of Trinity Col- by James Stuart, F R.S. and F S. A,and F 
lege, Cambridge. Is. 6x. Nicholas Revett, Painters and Architecis; : 
The Arabian Antiquities of Spain, con- edited by Joseph Woods, Architect— a 
sisting of one hundred engravings, exe- Price 71 7s 
cuted in the best manner, by the first No. II. of Verses for Gravestones, it ir 
artists, from drawings made on the spot, Church-yards; by a Parish Minister, in his : 
by the Author, representing the most re- 44th Year of Residence and Duty : extend: at 
markable remains of the Spanish Arabs ing the Epitaphs, in number, from 80 to ss 
now existing in the Peninsula, accompa- 125, | “4 
nied by descriptions; by James Cavanah A Select Catalogue of Old Books, ir He 
! Murphy, Architect. Large folio, 42l. cluding many curious, rare, and valuable : 
te half-bound. Articles, on sale by W. Baynes, Patt : 
ie The Principles of Fluxiens, designed for noster-row. - 
) - be, 
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diligence on their great work, embracing 
yportunity of conversing with the 
natives 01 the things belonging to their 
eact, distributing Bibles and tracts among 
them, reading and explaining the Scrip- 
dures tO assemblies of them during the 
week, holding Divine Service in Tamul on 
the Sunday morning, and superintending a 
fee school which already contained, in 
july last, 112 boys and 5 girts. They 
have pr cured ample premises in the Black 
yown for carrying on their operations, and 
wre under the special countenance and 
counsel of the Rev. Mr. Thompson, the 
Company’s Chaplain at this presidency, 
whose colightened zeal and fervent piety 
are well known to cur readers. We have 
heen much pleased with perusing the 
‘ournals of Messrs Schnarré and Rhenius, 
which have appeared in the Church Mis- 
sionary Register for February last. They 
prov the pious assiduity of the Mission- 
anes, and the vast extent and importance 
of the field of labour on which they have 
entered, 


every 


9 The Traxguebar Schools established 
by the late Dr. John, and now supported 
b. this Society, have considerably increas- 
ed during the past year, To June 1814, 
1,452 scholars had been admitted, and 
there then remained in the schools 8653. 
But up to June 1815 the number that had 


been admitted amounted to 1,985, and of 


these 1,013 continued in school at that 
time The Secretary of the Society has 
received a very gratifying communication 
from the Rev, Augustus Caemmerer, the 
successor of Dr. John, dated Tranquebar, 
15 August 1815, of which the following 
are extracts :— 


“The Church Missionary Society will 
greatiy rejoice to hear, that their Mission- 
aties, Messrs. Schnarré and Rhenius, are 
now settled at Madras; where, to the 
praise of God, a large field for their mis- 
sionary labour is now opened to them. 
The invitation and encouragement which 
they received from several worthy friends 
at Madras, made them to prefer it more 
than any other station on the coast.— 
during their stay in this place, they not 
wily made considerable improvement in 
the Tamul language, but have been of es- 
sential benefit, also, to our elder children, 
li giving them Christian instruction, and 
in teaching them English grammar. They 
ccame, at the same time, acquainted 
with the state and progress of Dr John’s 
schools within the Tranquebar districts ; 
and, hefore they could visit the re- 


mainder, they were urged to return to 
Madras.” 


‘* The generous support of your worthy 
Society to the free schools will never be 
lost. Indeed, we ought to acknowledge, 
with thankfulness to Almighty God, that 
he directed the heart of his late servant, 
Dr. Jolin, to such a promising plan. Hun- 
dreds of children and youth, of every caste 
and persuasion, receive, under this esta- 
blishment, such a preparation for the sa- 
cred knowledge of the Holy Scriptures as 
is Most encouraging. 

“TT have ofien observed, with regret, 
the contempt and prejudice with: which the 
elderly Roman Catholics, Maiomedans, 
and Heathens treat our Sacred Books ; 
and that some of them even refuse to 
touch them when offered. But their chil- 
dven now manifest a quite contrary dispo 
siuion: they eagerly beg for them, and 
read and commit select portions to memo- 
ry. ‘hey cannot, in future, plead, in ex- 
cuse, their want of knowledge in the 
sacred Scriptures. 


“There is also an increase of filial 
and confidential regard to the character of 
a Missionary, and of love to our native 
Christian teachers, clearly observable in 
the minds of the children. | cannot de- 
scribe to you with what innocent eager- 
ness they surround me when I examine 
them, and how much they are pleased with 
my admonitions. 


“The great improvement which our 
Christian and elderly heathen children, in 
the school of Seminarists, make in the 
knowledge of English grammar, and in 
giher branches of learning adapted to pre- 
pare them for respectable and useful situ- 
ations among the natives, they owe entirely 
to the bounty of the Church Missionary 
Society. From this number I have sent, 
and shall still send, native assistants to 
your Missionaries, for their schools and 
churches. Most of these youths discover 
very promising talents, and also a saving 
impression of the sacred Scriptures ; so 
that I doubt not butthey will become faith- 
ful and able catechists and country priests, 
as they are also at the same time descen- 
dants of honest families. They have 
nearly finished the translation into Tamul 
of the excellent tract of the Rev. Basil 
Wood, entitled * Advice to Youth’?— 
In the hours of their morning aad even- 
ing prayers their teachers instruct them 
from Dr. Watts’s Scripture History, and 
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similar books. Every Friday evening they 
meet together to pray for their school-bene- 
factors and superiors; that the Lord may 
richly reward them here and in heaven, and 
prosper all their undertakings; and make 
themselves and our other teachers faithful 
and diligent in their duties. This good 
examole the other Christian schoolmasters 
also follow.” 

S. A letter from the Rev. Mr. Pinker. 
ton to the Secretary, dated January 19, 
1816, directs the attention of the Society 
to tiie state of Persia. He says, that the 
excellent translation of the New ‘Testament 
into Persian, by the late Rev. H. Martyn, 
has been published, and will be widely cir- 
culated from Astrachan and Orenburg, and 
also by the Bible Society in Georgia; and 
that the Persians, who visit Astrachan in 
rreat numbers, have shewn an eager de- 
sire to possess the New Testament. A 
gentleman of the name of Dr. Campbell, 
who had resided seven vears in) Persia, 
and is an excellent Persian scholar had 
arrived at Petersburgh. ‘From him,” 
says Mr. Pinkerton, “ Lowas overjoved to 
hear that the labours of Mr. Martyn in 
Persia had made a great impression ; 
that the tract which he wrote in Arabic, 
on the Muahomedan and Christian Reli- 
cions, had made much stir among the 
learncd; that a certain Molwee had taken 
in hand to answer it, but that, after his an- 
swer 2eppeared, it was condemned by his 
learned brethren as quite imconclusive ; 
and that, since that time, some other 
learned Effendi lad prepared another an- 
swer, with which, however, nianv seemed 
not quite satisfied. Dr Campbell says, 
that the Persians are much more tolerant 
than the Sueks 5 and, in general, are fond 
of relivtous argument; and that, as a 
proof of this, he had held an argument 


lately on the subject of religion with one of 


their learned men, who called himself a 
sUFFA (a free-thinker), in the presence of 
the king himself, who hearkened atien- 
tively to the dispute; and that the heir 
apparent, 1 conversing with him, some- 
times quotes the words of the Gospel in 
confirination of what he is saying. 


“From these interesting facts, surely 
your Society has much encouragement to 
proceed with its excellent. plan of printing 
appropriate religious tracts for circulation 
among Mahomedans. ‘These, accompa. 
nied by the Holy Scriptures, will pene- 
trate where Missionaries, as such, dare 
not yet go; and, by their means, many 
thousands may be called to consider im- 
partially the merits of the Christian reti- 


[April 


gion, and ultimately be added to the Chures 
of Christ.” | 


4. The Missionaries, Messrs No» 
Greenwood, and Schrocter, arrived gy Coy 
fon in October last. Pressing INVitations 
had reached them both from Madyas and 
Bengal to repair thither, while the y, 
of Ceylon were urged upon them by the 
authorities of t>at island, as a moty > (. 
their stay there. The state of doubt ad 
uncertainty respecting the course i i, 
taken, in which they were placed by these 
wreconcileable but urgent requests, prove 
incontestably the immersity of the field 
which is opened in India for missionary ey. 
ertions, and make a loud, we trust t mar 
prove an efficacious, call on the Church of 
England for ber aid. The harvest truly 
is plenteous, but the labourers are fey 
Pray ve therefore the Lord of the harvest, 


On 


nts 


" 
i 


that he may send forth labourers unto the 
harvest.” 


5. Mr. Marsden has transmitted an ae. 
count of bts late visit to New Zealand, which 
seems to open a promising sphere for mis. 
sionary labours. 


6. The accounts received from Wesrery 
Africa are distressing. We have to announce 
the death of both Mr. and Mrs, Schulze, 
and Mr, Sperriacken. 


WESLEYAN MISSIONS, 

Six Missionaries belonging to the Wes. 
leyan Methadists, as our readers have 
been already informed, arrived at Ceylcn 
mn 181 Ot these one has died; Mr. Har 
vard and Mr Clough are now stationed at 
Columbo; Messrs Erskine and Squance, 
at Galle; and Mr. Lynch at Jatiapatan. 
Mr. Lynch thus writes :-— 

“‘fwo of the Bralminical Priests have 
called to converse with us. We could 
converse very imperfectly wrth them, as 
we had but a very bad interpreter. The 
do not appear to be alarmed at our coming 
among them; but told us that all the 
country knew that good men were come 10 
live amongst and toinstruct them. A con- 
verted Moorman has from five to forty 
Mahomedans with him = every day, 
whom he reads such parts of the Korad 
as mention Jesus Christ, and shews the 
same to them in the Malabar Testament; 
and what is most astonishing, be lives Ili 
peace and safety in the midst of them, and 
they hear him patiently, and with apparent 
satisfaction. We now live in his house, 
which is one of the finest in Jaffna; ané 
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he and bis brother-in-law, who has also 
embraced Chrisuanity, live in a comforta- 
ble Little house in the garden ; ; sothat we 
have every opportu ity of being useful to 
them, It 18 generally believed that God is 
about io do # great work among the Ma- 
homedans 5 and we humbly trust that our 
coming among them at this favourable time 
‘sof God ; aud we have reason to believe, 
that they have already received a favour- 
able opinion of us.” 


«No people in the world,” says Mr. 
Squaace, ** Can stand in need of being in- 
structed in. the knowledge of these truths 
more than the inhabitants of this tsland; 

for none can be in a more wretched state of 
It is imposs:ble to 
beliold ‘heir tdolatrous superstitions, and 
to reflect on their deplorable condition, 
without — praying that God would 
speedily give to his Son the heathen for his 
mheritances oad the uttermost parts of the 


wth jor tts POSSESSION, 


intelles tual dark: ieSS 


«Pye iphabitants are divided into Mala- 
por, Cangalese, Portuguese, Dutch, and 
I pyc! »» 
iu ‘ . 


After an account of the different classes 
ives, whichis certamly very un- 
favourable as respects their moral and reli- 
us stue, he adds: “ But I have no 
dyint that, in a little time, idolatry will 
begin. to sage r, and at length expire! 
vili be established on its ruins, 
f our God will shine from 
nd from the river even to 
toeends of the earth. Never was there a 
more pieasiag prospect in the world than 
at present, in almost every part of india! 
Bible Societies have been established, or 
we now establishing ; and the Scriptures 
are translated or translating inte the Jan- 
guave of almost every nation in the world, 
And, b- hold, the heralds of salvation are 
lyn. to the ends of the earth, to make 
Known the vloriocus truths ! 


vA mstay 
nd Us nr ry 


snore to Sore, 


“The conversion of the Budhist priest 
to Christianity bas occasioned great alarm, 
and some Buddhists are beginning to trem- 
dle forthe safe ‘ty of their religion. The 
priest is now employ ed in translating the 
Scriptures into the Cingalese and Pail — 
The converted Moorman stands firm: he 
snot onty a Christian in name, but his 
Soul seems to be truly alive to God He 
continues labouring among his own coun- 
trymen, and zealously endeavours to pro- 
Mote the knowledge of Divine Truth 
‘mone them. His labours have not been 


in vain. Numbers have been persuaded by 
him to read the Scriptures; and two or 
three have actually renounced Mahome 
danism altogether, and are earnestly in- 
quiring what they must do to be saved” 


The Missionaries have estabisoed 
schools at their diflerent stations, auld oso 
a Sunday School. Their labours have been 
patronized and encouraged by the gover- 
nor, General Brownrigg ; the chie f jus- 
tice, Sir A. Jolinstone; and the chaplains 
of the island. 


EDINBURGH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

Two of this Society’s Missionaries 
Messrs. Mitchell and Dickson, are now 
stationed at Astrachan, the centre of com- 
munication fur extensive regions, where a 
printing press has been established, which 
in November last was employed in printing 
the Turkish Old ‘iestament. In the pre- 
ceding two months the Missionaries had 
distributed nearly 20U copies of the Tartar 
New ‘Testament, printed at Karass, with 
a great number of tracts in the same 
language, chiefly among Persian mer- 
chants, who received them wiih cCagycr- 
earmed them to Derbent, Sher- 
van, and even Ispahan. Tbe: 
of ihe Tartars at A 


Ness, anc 
epugnance 
Strachan tu accept the 
New ‘Festament is said also to be di- 
minished, 


At Orenburg, the key to Siberia and 
Great Tartary, Messrs. Frazer and Mac- 
alpine are employed in gaming a know. 
ledge of the Turtar dialect spoken by the 
natives, of that part of the Russian empire, 
with a view to the preparation of an edi- 
tion of the New Testament for their use 
In itinerating among the Kerghissan Tar 
tars, Who dwell intents in the neighbour 
hood of Orenburg, the Missionaries are 
assisted by a converted Circassian, and 
one of the vouths ransomed at Karass, whic 
indicate much piety and Christian zeal, 
and are well acquainted with the Scrip. 


tures. These ‘Vartars, though nominally 
Mahometans, manifest a gratifying ea 


verness to attend 


tion, 


to Christian instruc. 


SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF CF POOR 


PIOUS CLERGYMEN. 
The receipts of this Society, 
the year 1815, were about 1650! ~its ex. 
penditure about 1750). We extrect a spe- 
cimen of the cases which have becn reliev 
ed by its bounts 


during 
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1. * Though I am now far advanced in 
years, and often experience but an indiffe- 
rent state of health, vet kind Providence 
enables me to perform the duties of my 
parish. I preach twice every Sunday in 
the summer; and once in the morning, 
without ever omitting either catechising 
or expounding every Sunday afternoon, 
during the shortest Sundays in win- 
ter. My congregation often amounts to 
about two hundred; and my communicants 
monthly, generally, to sixty, and sometimes 
to one hundred and twenty persons, I 
have also a Sunday School, wherein there 
are a few scores of clildren taught,entirely 
supported and superintended by myself and 
my family. From this brief yet real state- 
ment of my case, it appears that I have a 
wife and five children dependent upon me 
for support; and my actual and real in- 
come, after taking the several unavoidable 
deductions from it, will not this year ex- 
ceed ecigiity pounds.” 


2. “LT am brought this year to very dis- 
tressing Circumstances; partly owing to 
my incumbent not paying me the small sti- 
pend promised. I officiate twice every 
Sunday, and have often nothing but a little 
bread and cheese, (as to butter, my house 
is very often without it,) and a drop of 
water to support nature after my exertions : 
but Ido not murmur, thanks be to God; 
it might have been worse. My wife and 


four children would have been in want of 
bread, had I not been relieved by a few 
friends in the neighbourhood.” 


3. “1 have six children dependent upon 
me, which with my wife and self make 
cight persons, iwrespective of my children, 
who are out in different situations. IL 
humbly bless the Lord for strength to 
fabour, which he knows I do, and that se- 
verely. My labour here is much more 
than it was in ——, where I served 
five distant churches, and travelled all 
weathers about five thousand miles per 
year.— The incessant duty of this parish is 
immense, to be performed by one indivi- 
dual; and I apprehend it has already much 
affected my health; and yet I praise the 
Lord to have the duty to perform. ‘The 
Lord’s day I sometimes find very trying ; 
many weddings, christening’, and funerals, 
besides three services, morning, afternoon, 
and evening, in a very large church, which 
is supposed to hold between three and 
four thousand people: but here comes my 


great and inexpressibie comfort: this 


of the United Brethren. f April 

! 
church is crowded throughout every pa 
of the day, and no possibility of gettin nm 
seat, unless people come quite early, the 
Lord abundantly owns and _ blesses his 
own word from the lips of so poor ang 
weak an instrument.” 


MISSIONS OF THE UNITED Bret, 
| REN, 


1. UPPER CANADA, 


I. The missionary settlement at Fyiy. 
Jield, and all the property belonging to the 
Mission was completely destroyed in Qe. 
tober 1815, by the American army under 
General Harrison, with circumsiances of 
severity which are disgraceful to that gene. 
ral and his army. Not a book or Writing, 
not even a Bible was saved from the 
flames. Two of the Missionaries who were 
infirm, with the wife and daughter of one of 
them, escaped to Litiz in Pennsylvania, 
Another of the Missionaries C F. Dencke 
and his wife resolved to retire with theig 
Indians to some place of safety ; but the 
party was dispersed, and the Missionary 
and his wife after experiencing many hard. 
ships and being stripped of their wearing 
apparel, did not reach Delaware town 
within the English lines until the sixth day 
oftheir flight. ‘ We were scarcely ar. 
rived here,”’ observes the Missionary, “ be. 
fore a number of our dear Indian Brethren 
and sisters, who had reached this place be. 
fore us, came running to meet us, and, with 
tears in their eyes, offered thanks to God, 
that we were again with them. They had 
heard that we had all been made prisoners, 
and that they would row be left without 
teachers. An old sister exclaimed: ‘|! 


have lost all, but am not concerned about ’ 


that, for our Saviour has suffered it to be 
so; but, that we should be deprived of out 
teachers, gave me a pain within my very 
heart ; and I have continually prayed for 
you, that vou might be brought again to 
us: therefore I can rejoice amidst all 
distress.’ 


* IT now sent out some young people 
to the woods, to call in all that were 
missing, and to tell them, that we were 
still living, and would stay with them, 
and serve them with the Gospel. At 
that time, several sisters and children 
were yet straying up and down in the 
woods; for, in their sudden flight, pa 
rents were separated from their cli 
dren, and children lost their parents= 
At present, they have all been brought 
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-. except an Indian sister, Eleonora, who 
pe murdered below Fairfield.” 


They afterwards removed to Dundas, 
where 187 Indians were collected, and 
were they received a regular supply of 
rovisions from the English government. 
rhe Indians immediately set about building 
puts fur their families in the woods about 
rwo miles from Lake Ontario, and a house 
fr Mr. Dencke, and alsoa church. This 
was finished at Christmas, so that they weve 
enabled to meetin it to celebrate that fesii- 
yal, Which greatly comforted and reheved 
their spirits °° We are, thank God,” adds 
the Missionary, ‘* happy tn heart, though as 
toexternals we suffer many privations and 
eon straw. But the peace of God fills our 
souls, and ouc only concern is how we may 
‘call things approve ourselves faithful in 
the service of our Saviour.’ When the 
summer came, they moved toa place called 
Burlington Heights, where they experi- 
enced much kindness from the British Go- 
yernor, Sir G. Prevost, who committed 
them to the care of Captain Norton, the 
Mohawk Chief, now in England, and so 
well known to many of our readers as the 
translator of the Guspel of St. John into 
Mohawk It was the intention of Mr. 
Dencke and his Indian Congregation to set- 
tle finally on the grand river. 


2. The Mission at Spring Place among the 
Cherokees, was preserved from injury dur- 
ing the war which raged in that quarter. 


3. The Indian Congregation at Goshen on 
the Muskingam also enjoyed rest, and had 
assurances of protection from the American 
Governor of the state Ohio. 


IIe CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


1. Gruenekloof.—In 1813, 26 persons 
came to live at this place ; 15 adults and 
I6children were baptized, 9 persons be-~ 
came communicants, and 10 died. The 
number of the congregation at Christmas 
1813 was 144, of whom 41 were communi- 
ants. The whole number in the settle- 
met was 268. 


On the Ist of September 1814, Lord C. 
Somerset, the governor, paid a visit to the 
settlement. It appeared that his lordship 
had imbibed very unfavourable impressions 
ofthe Mission at this place; and a few 
days after his visit they received two let- 
ters from the Colonial Secretary which dis- 
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tressed them much, and obliged them to 
send to Gnadenthal to obtain the advice and 
assistance of their brethren. The Mission. 
aries, from tenderness to the Government, 
do not give any details on this subject ; but 
the injury which they apprehended must 
have been of a very serious kind, as it oc. 
casioned the departure of Mr. La Trobe 
from this country to the Cape of Good 
Hope, in order to avert from the Mission 
the evil which threatened it. We trusthe 
has fully succeeded in this object. 


On the SOth September, 1814, the Mis- 
sionaries thus write :— 


“ At the end of the month, we examined 
the state of the Hottentots’ plantations, and 
saw with pleasure, that most of the inhabi- 
tants had been very diligent in the cultiva- 
tion of their garden-grounds this year. 
Several had dug up and planted the whole 
of their lots, which are one hundred feet 
long, and twenty-four feet broad. Some 
who have lived here only a year or two, 
have now the pleasure to see their hedges 
of bright green quince grown sufficiently 
high, and behind them orchards of peach 
trees rising up, the bloom of which per- 
fumes the air with its delicious smell, 
Their growth is so rapid and promising, 
that many an Hottentot has lost his national 
character, idleness, in the pleasure of at- 
tending to his gardening, and obtained a 
relish for an active and industrious life. The 
most beautiful peach-trees are about fifty in 
Brother Schmitt’s garden, planted two 
years ago, and promising to yield a suffi- 
cient quantity for drying and using as sauce, 
for the whole winter. 


‘We commend tothe prayers of all our 
brethren and friends this congregation of 
believing Hottentots, and as their servants 
for Christ’s sake, more particularly in the 
present times, when outward troubles 
might weigh us down, did we not confide 
in an Almighty Saviour, who has the hearts 
of all men in His hand, and can make all 
things conspire for the promotion of His 
cause. To Him, therefore, we resign our- 
selves, and cast all our burdens. upon Him 
with renewed confidence, for we perceive 
with humble gratitude that He is with us, 
and blesses the preaching of His word for 
the salvation of souls.” 


At the close of the vear the numbers dif. 
fered little from what it had been the pre. 
ceding year. The congregatien amonnted. 
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to 154, and the whole number in the settle- 
ment to 267. 


2 Gaadenthal —We shall give some ex- 
tracis from the journals of the Missionaries 
at this settlement. 


1813. January 8. ‘ We celebrated the 
anniversary of the dedica‘ton of our church, 
fourteen years ago. During this short 
period, 959 persons have been baptized in 
it, and 593 added to the candidates ; 270 
admitted to the Lord's supper, and 378 be- 
came candidates for it.” 


26th. ** A candidate for the Lord’s Sup- 
per, called Joanna Hess, departed this hfe. 
In ber whole walk, she evinced an earnest 
desire to live alone unto the Lord. When 
we spoke with her of the love of Jesus to 
sinners, she rejoiced exceedingly. Her 
complaint was of the consumptive kind. As 
she lived far from the church, she moved in 
the latter days of her hfe to Lhomas, who 
was prevailed onto give her a lodging, that 
she might have the advantage of attending 
Divine worship. But when she came last 
to be spoken with, she could hardly reach 
our dwelling, and only saidthese few words: 
‘Our Saviour has forgiven me all my sins. 
I feel His peace in my soul, and know, that 
He will soon come and in mercy tuke me 
home to Himself.’ She departed, rejoicing 
in the love and pardoning grace of her Re- 
deemer.” 

April 19th. “On. Faster-monday, 22 
adults received holy baptism. Our. friend 
Mr. Thom, who was for the first time pre- 
sent at a baptism of persons from among the 
heathen, expressed how greatly he had been 
edified by the solemn transaction, and after- 
wards, @ a very earnest address, exhorted 
them to remain faithful to our Saviour.” 


May Sth. ** Nineteen persons were con- 
firmed for the first enjoyment of the holy 
communion. it was aday of much joy and 
blessing to them, and the whole congrega- 
tion, All expressed, in the most satisfac- 
tory manner, their sincere desire to live 
alone for Jesus in the world, and to follow 
the precepts given to true believers, daily 
imploring His help and strength, to walk 
in His ways, as children df God ” 


June 6th. ** Zaceheus Deha,a Caffre, re- 
reiurned from the Jow country, whither he 
went some time ago to fetch some cattle 
belonging to him. He related, that on the 
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journey, a farmer who knew him acc 
him. ‘Goud day to you, Deba: w 
youcome from?’ Caffre. ‘From Gnaden. 
thal” F, § How long have you lived there » 
C. * Above three years” FI. © Are yoy bap. 
tized?’ C. * Yes, Baas, I have obtained that 
great favour, and at my baptism received 
the name Zaccheus. I now wish for not 
more than that, to my dying day, Ima 
main faithful to the grace f have rece 
for lam not only baptized, buta par 
of the holy communion.’ 
are you, Zaccheus! The Lord preserve vou 
in His grace. But ah, how hard will jt he 
for us Christians, when we are called t, 
stand in the presence of God!’ ©. « wh 
so? With God there is no difference gs 4, 
nation or tribe. At! depends upon our |yy. 
ing our Saviour with our whole heart, and 
seeking, through His grace, to live for Him 
inthis world’ F, ‘Yes, Zaccheus, that ig 
true enough ; but much has been given to 
us, and therefore much will be required. ]f 
I were a Hottgntot ora Caffre, I would im. 
mediately go and live at Gnadenthal, and 
should certainly be much happier thant] 
amnow.’ C *Our Saviour may be found 
by us every where ; and if Baas only turns 
to Him, he will help you, and be mercify! 
to vour soul” he farmer seemed much 
affected at taking leave.” 


OSted 
here do 


hing 
y re. 
ived, 


‘er taker 
I *O how happy 


July 13th. ‘* A young woman, Doroth 
Vif, and a child, were interred. The for- 
mer was eighteen years old. She walked 
unblameably, and her heart was always 
deeply affected, whenever we spoke with 
her of the inestimable love of God,displayed 
in the sufferings and death of Jesus, whom 
she loved in truth, and often declared her 
desire to live alone to Him in the world, who 
had loved us, and given Himself for us. 
She was the first young person in Gnaden- 
thal, who, having been baptized as a child, 
was afterwards solemnly received into the 
congregation. For the mercies of the 
Lord bestowed upon her, she could never 
find words sufficient to express her grati- 
tude, especialiy when she was admitted to 
be a candidate for the Lord’s supper. Her 
lastillness wasadecline. Shortly before her 
departure, she said to her parents : § Do not 
be concerned about me, but comfort your. 
selves respecting my soul’s salvation : ou! 
Saviour has forgiven me all my sirs, and| 
am now going home to him.’ Another time 
she was asked, whether she felt any pain 
Her answer was : ‘No, my Baas, I feel ne 
pain, when I think on the pains Jesus suffer- 
ed, and how His soul was oppressed of 
Mount Olivet for me, in sucha manner, that 
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. gweat bloody sweat, and how He was 
> dated, spit Upon, scourged, and crowned 
ae thoras, and at last endured the cross, 
Wi si 


as ae 
for my sills. 


september 30th. “ We had the unex- 
recied picasure of a visit from the Rev. 
» pert Jones, colonial chaplain. He was 
vd an official tour to Swellendam, as deputy 
fom the newly-established School Com- 
nission at the Cape, to regulate a school, 
yon the plan of Dr Bell and Mr. Lancas- 
er, as he had done in other places, and 
yas glad to find here a beginning, but ob. 
ect:d to the school being kept in the 
church; and, as we represented, that we 
had not the means of building a school- 
house, he, after some deliberation, demand- 
ed pen and ink ; and, having written at the 
‘on of asheet of paper, Benefactions towards 
she building of a School-room at Gnadentbal, 
zsettlement of the Moravian Missionaries, 
for the purpose of introducing the system of 
‘Rducation recommended and practised by Dr. 
Belland Mr. Lancaster, October 1st, 18153, 
he generously put down bis own name for 
100 rix-dollars, and encouraged us to shew 
it to visiters, himself promising to engage 
subscribers at the Cape-town, that, if pos- 
sible, we might obtain 2,000 dollars, to be 
able to erect a schoel-house.” 


December 31st. ‘* Such a vast crowd as- 
sembled, to be present at the conclusion of 
the year, that we were quite astonished to 
see them pouring in. We counted 52 wag- 
guns and carts, and a great number of 
horemen, besides passengers on foot. Up- 
wards of 300 Christians, and as many 
stranve Hottentots and slaves, filled the 
church and premises ; but all of them be- 
haved with the most exemplary quietude 
aud good order. It was an affecting sight, 
ty see so many attentive people, all eagerly 
intent upon hearing, and receiving in their 
very hearts, our feeble testimony of the 
love and mercy of Jesus, shewn towards 
His Cuurch from year to year. 


“ At midnight we closed, with the usua 
service, the year 1813, a year replete with 
mercies, and with unnumbered proofs of 
tie power and grace of our Saviour, made 
ilanfest in this congregation gathered here 
tum among the heathen.” 


Ty in 1813, 49 children were born here ; 
OS Dey people came to live on our land ; 
47 Secame candidates for baptism, and 68 
ior the Lord’s supper; 123 were baptized, 
anc 5 became communicants ; 6 were re- 
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ceived into the congregation ; 6 pair mar- 
ried here; and 28 persons departed this 
life. Our congregation consists of 885 
baptized, of whom 395 are communicants, 
besides 78 candidates for baptism: in all, 
963. The inhabitants of Gnadenthal are, 
2989 men, 337 women, 531 children: in all 
1,157 persons, 84 more than at the close of 
last year.” 


February 4th. ‘* We laid the foundation- 
stone of our new school-house. At nire 
o’clock, the whole congregation met around 
the premises, the children occupying the 
first row. First, hymns were sung. After 
a suitable discourse by Brother Kuester, a 
memorial written on parchment was read, 
and, with the names of all the subscribers, 
deposited in the foundation-stone by Bro- 
ther Schultz. After the singing of a 
hymn, Brother Kuester kneeled down upon 
the stone, and offered up a fervent prayer 
in behalf of the children, their parents, and 
teachers, and concluded the service with 
the apostolical benediction. Great atten- 
tion and devotion prevailed among all pre- 
sent, and the children were much affected. 
At dinner, the conversation turning upon 
J. W. Sherer, Esq. of Bengal, whose 
visit, four years ago, had been remarkably 
agreeable to him.and us, Major Bryant, 
who was present, and gave 50 dollars to- 
wards the building, desired, that the name 
of this gentleman might be put down, as a 
subscriber of 50 dollars, for which he gave 
us a draft, and observed, that by so doing 
he should confer a great obligation on his 
excellent friend. The Major and his com- 
panion left us in the afernoon, accompanied 
by our best thanks for their kindness and 
liberality towards us, for which may God 
richly reward them.” 


April 14th. ** We read in a Cape news. 
paper, that we are about to part with our 
worthy Governor Sir J. F. Cradock. In 
him we lose a true father to the Mission, 
from whom we have received so many 
favours that we cannot sufficiently ex- 
press our gratitude towards him; but 
may God reward hita with all temporal 
and eternal blessings, according to our 
prayers !” 

May 9th. ‘ We received a letter from 
our agent Mr. Disandt, informing us, that 
the Hon. Lady Theodosia Cradock had 
sent us another 100 dollars towards the 
new school-house. We are greatly obliged 
to that excellent lady for this and many 
other proofs of her generosity, and pray 


2N 
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the Lord richly to bless and reward her for 
them.” 


July 15th. “ We opened and dedicated 
our new School-house.” 


December 3ist. “ In the year 1814, 59 
children were born at Gnadenthal, 135 per- 
sons, old and young, have come to live 
here; 54 were admitted as candidates for 
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baptism, 29 for the Lord’s supper, 
adults and 41 children were baptized 
became communicants, 4 were received 
into the congregation, and 31 persons ie 
parted this life. Our congregation op, 
sists of 935 baptized, of whom 424 were 
communicants ; 94 candidates for baptism. 
in allof 1029 members The whole num, 
ber of inhabitants is 1309.” 


(To be continued.) 
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VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


LRANCE, 
Tue jucicial examinations of Sir Robert 
Wilson, Mr. Bruce, and Captain Hutchin- 
son, have been published in this country. 
They admit very fully the active participa- 
tion which they all had in the escape of 
Lavalette from Paris, and his safe convey- 
ance thence across the frontier of France ; 
and they attempt to justify their conduct 
by referring it to feelings of humanity 
towards the convict. Sir R. Wilson, in- 
deed, takes higher ground, and defends 
what he did on the principle of its being a 
duty to efface the disgrace of England in 
permitting the convention of Paris to be 


violated by the trial and condemnation of 


Lavalette. But it is obvious, that on none 
of these grounds will their conduct admit 
of vindication. Let us make the case our 
own. What should we say of three foreign- 
ers enjoying the protectiun of our laws and 
the rights of hospitality, who should have 
taken active steps for withdrawing Colonel 
Despard from the justice of his country ? 
Would their opinion even of the iniquity 
of his sentence have excused them in our 
eyes foractively aiding in his escape? But 
the most degrading part of the transaction 
appears to us to be the number of false- 
hoods to which Sir R. Wilson and his as- 
sociates were compelled to resort in the 
prosecution of their project. In what man- 
ner they contrive to reconcile the gross de- 
viations from truth, which they avow them. 
selves to have practised on this occasion, 
with their loud claims to honourable feel- 
ing, we are ata loss to discover. But if 
we wanted proof that the attempt in which 
they were engaged was altogether indefen- 
sible, we should find it in the obliquity of 
the means which were absolutely neces- 
sary to its success. It has been deemed 
the worst and most mischievous tenet 


of the Jesuit School, that the end sanctifies 
the means. ‘he adoption of the same ce. 
testable maxim by the Jacobins led to the 
most tremendous results. But this must 
have been the principle on which these 
three Englishmen, having assumed it to be 
right to facilitate the escape of Lavalette, 
scrupled not to employ, in the promotion of 
their scheme, whatever falsehoods were 
requisite. 


The most remarkable circumstance, 
however, which we learn from these ex. 
minations, is the hatred manifested by Sir 
R. Wilson and others to the present 
French government; a hatred of that deep- 
rooted kind which most evidently would 
have led them to rejoice, if not to co-ope- 
rate, in any measures for its overthrow, 
They complain of the tyranny and oppres- 
sion of that government; and yet had any 
one of them under Bonaparte said or wit- 
ten at Paris a tenth part of what Sir R. Wil- 
son has said or written under Louis XVIII. 
how very different would have been the 
treatment of the former from that which 
the latter has experienced. They com. 
plain of the tyranny and oppression of the 
present government; and yet, strangely 
enough, ail their hopes of a happier regime 
seem to be placed on the success of the 
partisans of the man who may be deno- 
minated tyrant par excellence. There 
something hardly sane in this view 
the subject. And is it possible to for- 
get that this same Sir R. Wilson 's the 
author who by his writings had done % 
much as perhaps any other individual 0 
render the very man whose cause he now 
seems to favour, odious in tbe eyes ° 
mankiod. 


Some passages in the communicali™ 
of Sir Edward Wilson to his brother, ° 
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rt, are in this view particularly de- 
ae notice. Among others we find 
the following :-—“ If it is proposed to over- 
turn the existing order of things, the fire 
must be constantly kept up, and always 
yisible, like a beacon of alarm, in France 
and in foreign parts.” But ‘* above all” 
sir Edward recommends ‘*the insinuation 
of a persecution, real or imaginary, against 
the Protestants ;” ‘*an idea,” he says, 
uwhich spreads like wild-fire, diffuses 
itself like a contagion among the people in 
general, and engenders a spirit of mortal 
hatred and contempt for the new dynasty ? 
May this new art be that of the liberty of 
all nations !” 


Were we then wrong in assigning, as 
ye did in the month of November last, a 
factious origin to much of the clamour 
which was raised against the Bourbons, 
as persecutors of their Protestant sub- 
iects? The fact now stands confessed. 
And we are persuaded that all candid men 
who took part in the proceedings that were 
instituted in this country with the view of 
counteracting the evil, will admit that it 
would have been better not to have “lent 
themselves to the designs of those who had 
only factious or party purposes to serve,”* 
by the statements which they circulated. 


One mischievous effect of that unadvised 
interference has already shewn itself in the 
removal of Mr. Martin, and Mr. Frossard, 


ee 


* See No. for November last, p. 779. 
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from the chief superintendency of the new 
system of education which had been insti- 
tuted at Paris. We shall be happy to find 
that the evil ends here. 


The French budget has at length been 
settled. The ordinary expenses of the 
year, including the interest of the debt, is 
stated ata little more than 548 millions of 
francs, or near 2: millions sierling. The 
extraordinary expenses amount to near 
291 millions of francs, or somewhat more 
than 12 millions sterling The estimated 
receipts are made fully to cover this ex- 
penditure, 


A motion has been made in the chamber 
of peers, by the viscomte de Chateaubriant, 
to adopt measures for putting an end to the 
piracies and white slave trade of the Bar- 
bary states. We sincerely hope that there 
may be a general concert of the European 
powers for completely putting down this 
nuisance. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

The marriage of the Princess Charlotte 
with the prince of Saxe Cobourg, itis said, 
will take place on the 2d of May. Parlia- 
ment has granted the sum of 60,0001. a year 
for the expense of their establishment. 


We are happy to perceive that the price 
of corn has of late advanced considerably, 
so as to relieve the agricultural interest 
from part of the distress and depression 
under which it has laboured. 


ECCLESIASTICAL PREFERMENTS. 


Rev. Robert Griffith, B. A. Head Master 
of Warminster School. 

Rey. James Webber, M. A. Prebendary 
of the Collegiate Church of St. Peter, 
Westminster, vice Dr. John Ireland, res. 

Rev. Alexander Hill, to the Church and 
Parish of Dailby, in the Presbytery and 
County of Ayr, vice Cunningham, dec. 

Rev. Rowland Hill, M. A. Delemere R. 
Cheshire. 

Rey. Weeden Butler, M. A. lecturer of 
Brompton, Middlesex, Woolston Magna 
R. co. Bucks, vice Dr. Lloyd, deceased. 

Rev. Thomas Morgan, Chaplain of Ply- 
mouth Hospital, vice Cole. 

_ Rev, Wm. Greene, B. A. St. Olave’s R. 
Southwark. 


Rev. Stuart Corbett, M. A. Serangham 
R. co, York, 


Rev. Joseph Essen, Stipendiary Curate 
of South Stoneham, Hants. 

Rev. William Webb, B. D. Litlingt 
V. co. Cambridge, vice Williams. 

Rev. S. Locke, D. D. Hilgay R. Norfolk. 

Rev. John Davies, M. A. St. Clement 
R. Worcester. 

Rev. Thomas Price, M. A. St. Peter V. 
with Whittington Chapelry annexed. 

Hon, and Rey. R. S. Leslie Melville, 
Great Tey R. Essex. 

Rev. halph Tatham, B. D. Colkirk R. 
with Stibbard, Norfolk. 

nev. Thomas Prevost, M. A. Rushmere 
St. Andrew V. Norfolk. 

Rev. Thos. Bellamy, Sandford Orcas, R. 
Somerset. 

Rev. Cuthbert Henly, B. A. Rendlesham 
R. Suffolk, vce Dr. Henly, deceased. 
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Rev, Henry Geo. Phillips, B. A. Great 
Whelnetham R. Suffolk. 

Rev, Christopher Grenside, Great Mas- 
singham R_ Norfolk, 

Rev. John Pratt, St. Mary V. Whit- 
tlesea. 

Rev. W. Elwyn, M. A. Loose Perpetual 
Curacy, Kent 

Rev. Tinos. Clarke, B. A. Mitcheldever 
V. Hants. 

Rev. J T. Law, Tattenhall R. Cheshire. 

Rev James Wetherell, Lyon’s Hall V. 
co. Hereford. 

Rev. Wm. Hicks, Cubberley R. with 
Whittington R. co. Gloucester. 

Rev William Webb, B D. Master of 
Clare Hall, Cambridge, vice Torkington. 

Rev, Charlies Nourse Wodehouse, 
Mourningthorpe R. Norfolk, 

Kev. Geo. Calvert, A.M. Boscombe R. 
Wilts, vice Nairn, dec. 

Rev John Davis, M.A. Holy Trinity V. 
Coventry, vice Rann, dec, 

Rev. Heneage Finch, Oakham R. Rut- 
lund, vice Williams, dec. 

Rev J &. Law, M A. Bowden V. Che- 
shire, vce Baldwin, dec. 

R:v. Edward Evans, B.A. Eriswell R. 
Suffoik 

Rev. Hugh Casement Carlton, B. A. Ex- 
hall R. co. Warwick. 

Rev. William Boscawen, Stipendiary 
Curacy of Quarley, Hants. 

Rey. J. Clarryyince, M.A. Head Master 


Ecclesiastical Preferments.——Answers to Corresfiondents. 


of the Foundation-school, Woodbrig 
Suffolk, vice Barker, resigned, e, 
Rev. Thomas G. Clare, St. Andrew? 
Holborn. sie 
Rev. Thomas Leigh Cooke, Br 
R. Norfolk. : “eo 
Rev. G. H. Deane, Bentley V. Suffoi_. 
Rev. Dr. Thomson, Barnby R. co. Yor, 
Rev. Walter Pateshall, Grendon.Bish,,, 
Perpetual Curacy, co, Hereford. ' 
Rev. John Williams, M.A. East Tisted 
R. Wilts. ; 
Rev. J. Coleman, Winterbourn-Gunng, 
R. Wilts. : 
Rev. Charles Penrice, B. A. Hampnet R 
co. Gloucester. | 
Rev. John Dolignon, M. A. Gooderston¢ 
V. Norfolk. 
Rev. John Rovle, Compton Martin 
with Nempnet Chapelry, Somerset. 
Rev. W. Bruce, D. D. Llantrithyd R, co, 
Glamorgan. 
Rev. Samuel Cole, M. A. Chaplain of 
Greenwich Hospital, vice Maule. 


DISPENSATIONS,. 


Rev. J. Ashburnham, B.D. to hold 
Pevensey V. with Guestling R. both in 
Sussex. 

Rev. Wm. Elwyn, M. A. St. Mary Ab. 
church R. with St. Lawrence Pountenes 
Curacy, vice Underwood, deceased, 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A.C. P.; P C.F.; J. A. C.; T G.; Tueocnis; Karon; W.W.N. U; Aber. 
DEEN; ®; The Dying Christian’s Soul tohis Body; Latcus have been received. 

P. A. has not been so prompi and punctual as we had hoped. Mon 

The Letter of A Poor CLERGYMAN, contains some important Suggestions ; but it will 
be necessary, we think, to wait the effect of certain pending proceedings before the 


step he proposes is adopted. 


We repeat that we have never seen the Letter subscribed Amicus, said to have beens 
reply to N—*. on the Appendix to Mr. Jebb’s Sermons. 

ILaicus desires us to say, that he is obliged by the intended correction of G. F. B, te: 
specting the number of liquor shops in Whitecross-street, Cripplegate. 1 he fact, 
however, is, that although Whitecross-street, Cripplegate, does not contain the num- 
ber of Liquor Shops stated by Larcus, yet that the whole street which stands partly 
in Cripplegate, and partly in St. Luée’s, did, at the time when Lazcws’s Letter was 
“written, contain the number of shops mentioned by him.—G. F. B. will therefore see 
on his next perambulation, that if, on his first survey, he had gone through the whole 
street, and not through that part of it alone which stands in Cripplegate paris, he 
would have found the fact asserted by Larcus strictly correct. 


‘T. S and Zquus have just come to hand. 


We are desired to say, that the Annual Meeting of the British and Foreign “— 
Society will be held on Wednesday, the Ist of May, at Freemason’s Hall, at 12 precise 


and that no baclies can be accommodated. 
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